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THE OLD CHAPTER HALL.

[ With apologies to the author of the ‘' Old Oaken Bucket."]

How dear to my heart are the scenes of my college days,
W hen fond recollection presents them to view;

The college, the campus, the wide, level drill-ground,
And every loved spot that in those days I knew.

The hard examinations, the faculty who gave them,
Of all these old things I delight to tell;

But nothing is ever so pleasant to remember,
As that dear chapter hall that I loved so well.

The old chapter hall T hailed as a treasure,
For often I've met with the Pi boys there,
And this I regarded an exquisite pleasure,
Their secrets to know and their joys to tell.
How pleasant it was for us to assemble,
And laugh at the jokes that the boys would tell,
To talk of the friendships that nothing can sever,
That were formed in the hall that we all loved so well.

The banquets and dances we all took delight in,
And every social event was enjoyed by all;

But the greatest pleasure that any Pi could find, was
The meetings that we held in that old chapter hall.

“And now far removed from the loved situation,

The tear of regret will intrusively swell,”
As faney reverts to the grand congregations
Of IDl’s in the hall that I loved =0 well.
R. P. Baldwin, Jr.,

Upsilon and Alumnus Lambda,

August 8, 1899.
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FRATERNAL FRIENDSHIP,

This is a great arena over whose blood-soaked soil the con-
tending armies of the two great nations, which alone have
withstood the ravages of time, surge back and forth, deep
in the throes of mortal combat. How long this fierce strug-
gle has lasted and how long it will continue, is measured
by the extent of the durability of the battle-field itself.

But glancing backward over its history and studying
the successive stages of the combat, we reach the conclu-
sion the hosts of Success are gradually forcing Failure’s
armies off the field of action. Oh, how long and how hard
has been the struggle! How awful, how magnificent the
efforts put forth by either side.

Sadly we recall Failure’s first signal victory, and tremble
to think that the serpent still lives. And while brooding
on the disastrous results of that defeat, we are likely to
forget that, lying within our grasp ready to be weilded to
the best or the worst advantage, is the most effective weapon
used in this, the longest and cruelest of wars. Since the ser-
pent’s great victory, this weapon—Friendship—has been
a prominent factor in all engagements. It was by the use
of this weapon friendship between man and man, with the
devil’s whet-rock to sharpen the blade, that the loathsome
hosts inflicted their second and most complete defeat.

Again, it was by the use of this weapon, friendship be-
tween man and man, backed by a more perfect friendship
between man and his Maker, that immediately after the
Deluge, Success was able to cast off the iron yoke of
Failure, never again to succumb, Watch the gradual de-
velopment of the world, the great events in history, the
rise and fall of nations, the trinmphs of art and learning,
and while you may find other means of advancement or of
degradation, you cannot fail to notice that wherever a
number of men are found together, there is a strange, sub-
tle, power which, when turned in one channel leads men to
higher standards of intellectuality, morality and culture;
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when turned in another, sweeps them downward, retard-
ing the van of ecivilization.

This strange powerful force, this fellowship between
man and his brother, and more rarely between man and
his Maker, is summed up and defined in the one word—
Friendship.

Friendship, the force that binds good men together for
mutual protection and advancement; the force that moulds
men into nations; the force that puts man on a higher
plane nearer to his God; Friendship,—the weapon of Suc-
cess, is the greatest blessing which mankind enjoys.

Friendship, the force which binds the weak innocent,
to the bad man; the forece which unites hypoecrisy and
selfishness; the force which breaks up nations and ruins
the lives of men,—Friendship, the weapon of Failure is the
devil’s most trusted agent.

These two powers, the influence of true friends and that
- of false, slaves respectively of Success and of Failure, have,
since the beginning of the great struggle between their
masters, been matched against each other. And now at
this stage of the battle, when Success has so far conquered
that she has established over the world countless uni-
versities and colleges, which develop and train young
men, true friendship has felt the need of some organiza-
tion, some arsenal as it were, in the universities and col-
leges in which to store up and strengthen her forces. This
need has been supplied by the college fraternity. An in-
stitution which takes men whose homes, lives and occupa-
tions are far apart and gives them a common guardian,
It takes perfect strangers and makes them brothers. It
takes the gray-haired old man and the thoughtless boy,
and makes them intimate friends. What sweeter picture
can be imagined than an old gentleman’s entering a room
where a young man is seated. As he looks at the youth
his eye is caught by the sight of a familiar badge. His
face lights up, “My boy, I am an Alpha Beta,” And
when the “boy” greets him as a father, and his knotted
fingers close in the beloved grip which sours not with age,
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there is in his eye the soft licht of pleasant recollection.
Recollection perhaps of the time when he, a friendless
Freshman, was taken in by the best crowd of fellows and
the truest friends he ever knew. Or perhaps it is of a
time when cast out, friendless and alone in a strange city
he met an “Alpha Beta,”—a stranger and yet a brother—
who made that city a home for him.

Think what a powerful agency for Success such an in-
stitution must be. It is wonderful how men, perfect stran-
gers, with widely different interests, become such warm
and life-long friends simply by joining thesame fraternity.

This indeed, is not always the case; if it were, the fra-
ternity would be perfect, would beunmolested. But itis not
- to be*supposed that the crafty serpent, the commander-in-
chief of Failure’s armies, would allow such a stronghold to
stand unmolested in its enemy’s territory. And more, that
Genius knows where and how to strike. A favorite
method is by getting uncongenial men together. There
are men whose characters are so widely different that
no earthly power can make them friends, and when
such are brought together in the same frat., the frater-
nity must necessarily fail in its mission, and its power is
weakened in proportion to its failure. Another method is
in the form of an almost universal tendency on the part of
fraternity men to push their men forward regardless of
merit,

For instance, there is a college election. Tam an “Alpha
Beta;” an “Alpha Beta” and an “Omega Sigma” are nomi-
nated for the same office; I know that my man is by far
the less competent of the two, but still I vote for the
“Alpha Beta.”

Men do this for diffent reasons, Often it is from a de-
sire to see their fraternity first. Again, it is from fear of
giving oftence; and here is where the devil does his
greatest work, Frat. brothers embrace one another, pet
one another, praise one another’s virtue and ignore their
faults, vote for one another for offices they can fill but poor-
ly, if fill at all, simply because they are afraid of offend-
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ing one another. This is a mockery of friendship, which
often deceives men into trusting imaginary friends. It is
hypocrisy. ‘

In Fraternita Castra is found the finest make of the
most trustworthy weapon of a war that has no ending; but
fraternity man, be sure that you have the finest make, lest
in the final hand to hand combat for life or death you find
that the steel was poorly tempered, that the edge has
turned. G. A. Wilson, Jr., lota.

A PLEA FOR CO-OPERATION.

Advances and upward climbs have been pre-eminent
features in the development of Pi Kappa-Alpha, particn-
larly, during the past six or eight years. The satisfactory
results which are in evidence at the present stage of her
history stand as a monument to the tireless energy and
unyielding devotion of those officers, who for so many years
have faithfully stood on guard—watching her every in-
terest, and giving the warning cry when danger threatened.
True it is, that the accomplishment of the results as we
see them to-day, depended in large measure upon the co-
operation of the alumni and active members of the Frater-
nity—but to obtain effective co-operation, was the great
task placed before those officers, requiring patient, tactful
and persistent effort. In performing well this duty, largely
lies the secret of Pi Kappa Alpha’s success. Along those
lines where free and earnest co-operation has been pro-
cured will be found the most creditable and stable work in
every respect. The Fraternity as a whole may be likened
unto an army; the Chapters to divisions; the members to
the rank and file. The very nature of the work before it
demands co-operation, and in some branches, co-operation
is an absolute necessity. The absence of it blocks the
game, retards and discourages.

By what magic art did those officers procure and retain
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co-operation? What seductive influence did that mystic
body shed to illumine that which was dark, and by it ac-
complish things yet unsought in prose or rhyme? The
solving of this problem has perplexed the writer for quite
a while in efforts that have been made spasmodically, it
must be confessed, to bring to a conclusion the compila-
tion of a fraternity catalogue. That our beloved Brother
Smythe’s capacity for letter writing has cut a prominent
figure in the affair, is a matter laid on the shelf, as beyond
dispute. Fvery man, without doubt, has his own pecu-
liar stunt—and Brother Smythe’s is an epistolary one, I
have emulated this noted scribe, but the infringement has
been unsuccessful. This treatment of peculiarities, how-
ever, is not germane to the subject.

The point to be urged generally is the co-operation of
the members of the Fraternity in furthering the execution
of plans designed and set on foot by the officers of the
Fraternity, and by the Convention; and in particular, the
plan of making and publishing a catalogue for the Frater-
nity.

A complete catalogue is needed badly, and to be with-
oub one is a reflection upon our zealousness, in that we do
not measure up to the pace set by other fraternities. The
need has long been recognized, and plans have been map-
ped out, by which one could be obtained, but from one
cause and another have been abandoned, It is a difficulj
work, in that the compiler is wholly dependent upon the
assistance of others. To a limited degree assistance must
come from the Alumni, but in chief, the compiler must be
sustained by the members of the local Chapters. With-
out their co-operation it is impossible to progress with the
work, for the reason that they alone have the information
which necessarily constitutes the subject matter of such a
work. And until a proper spirit is awakened within the
Chapters, causing them to realize the supreme importance
of a catalogne embodying Pi Kappa Alpha’s history, a
spirit producing & hearty and earnest co-operation, the
great work of catalogue-building will never be completed.
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The absence of such a spirit is not to be attributed to any
falling off in devotion to the cause, or lack of interest in
its welfare, but to the fact that due consideration has not
been given to the important fact that Pi Kappa Alpha
must have a catalogue. It is earnestly desired that the
Chapters will without further delay give this matter the
serious consideration that it is worthy to receive.

Let them gather the information indicated by the forms
which have been filed with them, and so soon as it is ob-
tained return to the address designated. The Chapters
who have not been furnished with forms, will receive them
at an early date. Care should be given to answer fully
and accurately the questions submitted. By punctually
following out these instructions the work of co-operation
in this line will be at once inaugurated, and an advanced
step taken towards the discharge of a duty long owing to
the Fraternity.

The closing days of the session of 1903-04 are not far
distant. The dreaded “finals” are uncomfortably near,
causing the days to be oppressive and the nights hideous.
But regardless of all these clogs upon time, thought and
energy, attention should be given this matter during the
present term. Should it be omitted during the present
session, the result will be that renewed effort must be
made next year to again present the work and urge co-
operation, with a consequent postponement of the day of
Jubilee. A. C Jones, G. H,

QUALITIES FOR A TRUE I1.

Probably it would not be out of place to speak of the
characteristics for a Il., or we might say the requirements
that a man should need in order to be a II.

Some Chapters may have one scale, according to which
they grade their new men, while others may have a far
different ideal with which to compare a “new piece of tim-
ber,” but there is one scale by which a man can be esti-
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mated, and if he attains its proper balancing point, then
there can be no mistake in extending to him an inivitation
to wear the “shield and diamond.”

According to this standard or scale, there are four
points which must be considered; and in considering them
we cannot be too strenuous in our examination, for upon
these points depends the prosperity of our Fraternity.

In the first place what qualities should a true fraternity

man possess ?

I will take up the social position of the candidate, and
in so doing I touch upon one of the most vital requisites.
The social position that a candidate occupies determines
the close fellowship which the older fraternity men will
oultivate with him. His position in the social world should
be of the very best, so that his fraternity Brothers will not
hesitate to take him into their homes and allow him to be
seen in company with their sisters and near friends. This
should be carefully considered, for it is one of the main
pillars upon which our Fraternity is based. If a Chapter
aots too hastily and takes in a man whose social standing
is not good, it will be a great drawbaek, for other frater-
nities will judge that Chapter by its class of men. There
is not that genuine pleasure to be derived from the social
intercourse where there are too classes of different family
standing in a Chapter. There is no truer saying than
“birds of a feather flock together.” We are judged by the
world according to our associates, so let us make our
choice of candidates who are to be our college associates
and chums from men of good family standing, that as the
days go by our Chapter can be looked upon in a favorable
way by our sister Chapters, and that it may be a pleasure
to us to look back in future years and see that the seed we
have sown has fallen in good ground.

Following the social position that we should look for,
we can next examine the moral side of a new man’s life.
No fraternity desires to have in its ranks one who spends
his time in riotous living. That kind of a man does not
uphold the reputation of any order.
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Pi Kappa Alpha desires men whose odd times are spent
either in some profitable way or in the rivalry of social
intercourse that tends to the uplifting of man’s social and
moral nature,

To be able to do this one must have some considerable
amount of ability, so that he will not find himself at a loss
when he comes in contact with his fellow beings from
other sections of our sunny land.

- It is not the man that makes the phenomenal grade that
always makes a success, but the man who has some aim
and purpose in life and strives to reach that end; not sim-
ply for the name of having attained some great object, but
because it is right to do it, and because it is his duty to
make some use of the ability with which he is endowed.

Still another requirement can be added, and though it
has been saved to the last, yet it does not follow that it is
of least importance. If we reckon the worth of each ac-
cording to the order they come in, I am sure that this
would come high up in rank among the first.

Congeniality should embrace almost one-half of a new
man’s character. Unless there is that congenial side to
man’s nature there is little need for him in a fraternity, for
the very name indicates that among its members perfect
harmony shall hold its sway. When once the congeniality
of a crowd that is bound together by fraternal relations is
disturbed, the purpose for which the organization was es-
tablished has been defeated.

More than one faction in our order does not promote
its welfare, and sooner or later the noble objects for which
it was established will be forgotten, and what was once a
pleasant and social gathering, will be divided into clans
whose activity will not be guided by love and fellowship
for their fellow being, but by hatred and comtempt.

In union a Chapter can hope to prosper, and this union

must be of a pleasant congenial group, who are broad
enough minded to overlook some slight difference of opin-
ions that naturally aries in the course of events.

Judge not your fellowman by his weakenesses, but look
to his nobler and stronger qualities,
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Despise him not because of his faults, but pity him, and,
remembering that none of mortal men are perfect, then
will come a desire to you to aid him in his misfortunes.

The only true pleasure is that of a duty faithfully per-

formed.
J. R. Williamson, Sigma.

THE UPBUILDING OF OUR ORDER.

One who takes the oath of II. K. A. takes upon himself
duties and responsibilities. It is the duty of every mem-
Dber not only to preserve and maintain the high plane npon
which he is placed by becoming a I1. K. A., but to build
up his order, to elevate that plan, still more. Not by any
means, that II. K. A. needs to be pulled up from a fallen
condition, but where is prosperity without growth ? Just
as outward growth is observed, so is inward prosperity,
which is not always so perceptible to the disinterested ob-
server. Always without a perceptible onward and upward
movement there is a movement in the opposite direction;
there must, of necessity, be a growth or a decay. Al-
though this decay be ever so small, scarcely perceptible
at first, time will soon prove that there is something radi-
cally wrong with the fraternity.

But how are we to help our Fraternity from error ? One
of the first and most important circumstances in the up-
building of a fraternity, is the choice of men who are to
become sharers in our Brotherhood. In most colleges there
is a limit of time that a man is to remain in college before
being approached at all. And a great benefit this is to
fraternities, as well as to such colleges as have adopted
this regulation. When a man is to be considered, do not
question as to whether he is “‘a good looking fellow,’”” but
question rather as to whether he is a wise looking, intelli-
gent looking. If possible it is well to know something
of his lineage, but very often this is impossible, It is not
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the object to take “a very respectable kind of a fellow.”
If that is all that can be said of him, very much more
might never be said of him. The object is to get a man,
a real man, one who will be a benefit to his Fraternity,
and who will rejoice in the brotherhood, The pride which
a man takes in his Fraternity measures, to a great extent,
the work that he will do for his Fraternity.

Another step would be toimpress, with as much force as
possible, upon a new member, the reality, the importance,
the seriousness of a true fraternity. Make him understand
that it is a thing of real value and not a prank of college
boys. Make him understand that it really means some-
thing to his life, that here he is acquiring and developing
those properties which will give touch and color to his
whole life.

A step beyond influencing new members to do their
duty would be to do one’s own whole duty. It is not a
matter of whether one knows how to work for his Frater-
nity, but it is a matter of whether he is willing and anx-
ious to do all that he can for his Fraternity, it is a matter
of one’s loyalty. When one is honest to himself and to
his duty, it takes only a small search to find something
that needs to be done. And when he finds it, there is but
one thing to do, and that is to set about that necessary
work with all the power there is in him to work. When
this plan is carried out, something is sure to be accom-
plished.

With our hearts stirred to highest aspirations, our minds
filled with deepest thoughts, and our hands ready to do
any work, let every member contribute something to the
upbuilding of II. K. A. J. W. Boyd. Nu.

THE ALUMNI.

The surest way to bring success to any fraternity is to
keep the alumni interested. This is true from any view
you may take. Any one may see that if a fraternity has a
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large and interested alumni in a college town, that frater-
nity is given a good social position in that town. And
since Pi Kappa Alpha is chiefly a social order, let us study
it in this particular. An open-eyed alumnus could easily
keep up with a number of boys who are going off to col-
lege from his immediate vicinity. A letter of recommen-
dation to a Chapter may be of great importance both to
the boy and to the Chapter.

Now how shall we keep in touch with the alumni and
make them enjoy the touch. The SHIELD AND DIAMOND
is a powerful agent in reaching them. Let us, then, fill it
with good reading matter, and do all we can to swell the
alumni subsecription list. Let each Chapter impress upon
its out-going alumni, that it is the duty as well as the privi-
Jege of every Pi to have his name on that list. Let us
have more cuts of Chapters in our Magazine; they certainly
do add interest, especially to the alumni of the Chapters.

Another way to keep a good hold on the regard of the
alumni, is to take a firm grip while they are yet active
members. Where are our poets and musicians. Let us
have more Pi songs. To our shame be it said, that we
have no fraternity song-book, Go into the house of one
of the older fraternities and you find words and music to
commemorate the legends of the order. And it must be
so with us, if we are to attain the highest success.

Another important connection between the alumni and
active members is a good catalogue. We need a new one,
and besides the catalogue, which should contain ecuts of,
and information concerning Chapters and prominent
alumni, as well as the general list, we need a pocket edi-
tion containing the name and address of every Pi, arranged
alphabetically and by States and towns. Such a list would
be almost invaluable, when we want to look up informa-
tion concerning new men.

If we all work together and each man does his part, no
one need fear for the success of our beloved Pi Kappa
Alpha.

C. E. D. Egerton, Alpha-Alpha.
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THINK OF THESE THINGS.

Our Fraternity has a great history, and when we meet a
I1. we always feel as though we have met a true and solid
friend—one whose character and history are as pure and
unsullied as those of the Fraternity. Since our order is
composed of such valuable material, it behooves us that
we do not seclude ourselves from the other boys of the col-
lege of which we are members, but that we should keep
in close touch with every one of them. How is it that we
see boys who are so fortunate as to be members of frater-
nities, become some what indifferent as to their relations
with those who are less fortunate ? Why is it that all col-
lege boys are not fraternity boys ? There are some who
cannot be. There are some—and we see them every day
—whose pecuniary results will not permit. While there
are some who stay out of fraternities from choice. Such
students are often worthy characters, and will make their
mark in the world. They deserve our commendation and
love. In all their efforts for improvement let the IT. boy
beo ready with kis sympathy and support. ILet him culti-
vate a true spirit of friendship, not only toward his brothers,
but toward all his college acquaintances. Then, and not until
then, will the I1. K. A. Fraternity be recognized and ac-
knowledged as the leading brotherhood in whatever col-
lege it may be placed.

Sinee, in voting on a student to ascertain whether or not
be is worthy to be called a Brother, merit is fhe thing con-
sidered, let merit—member of a fraternity or not—be the
qualification requisite for any one’s occupying any posi-
tion of honor or distinection connected with the college.
This a sound basis, and the only true basis on which to
proceed.

If this course is pursued our colleges will have a record,
and on the record of the college depends, at least to some
extent, the record of the fraternity at such college. If this
poliey is followed there will be no reason for any political
chicanery, either on the part of the “frat.” boys or on the



196 THE SHIELD AND DIAMOND.

part of the “non-frat.” boys. Trickery should never be the
course or policy of our noble Order. Let the IL.’s get the
men who can well afford to stand on their own merits and
then they will have no occasion for conflict, faction or party
strife. We do not mention these things because they are
prevalent in the life and history of our Oxrder, but because
“a preventative is better than a cure.”

We glory in our dear old Fraternity, We commend her
conservatism. We are glad she illustrates the otherwise
dark and dreary places in the lives and histories of those
who spend a portion of their time within the walls of our
dear old Southern colleges. We congratulate ourselves
on the fact that we are members of a brotherhood whose
birth was in a State than whose men none have been more
loyal to principles of truthand justice, none more patriotie,
none more chivalrous; and whose name is the very syno-
nym of all that is true, noble and grand.

W. T, Townsend, Psi.

THE STUDENT'S DREAM.

It was a feavful night, cold, dark, dreary and forlorn.
The rain falling in torrents, beat heavily upon my window
and the shutters rattled incessantly. I satin a large arm
chair, something on the “Grandpa” style, and tried to re-
flect on the scenes and incidents of the day just past.

Despite all efforts for the contrary, one thing kept upper-
most in my mind—the Philosophy lessonI had just finished
reading. Sentences in it would appear and, when banished,
would reappearin another guise, each time acquiring a
different, or rather, augmented significance. They followed
my mind wherever or whenever it would attempt to go,
haunted it, captivated it. ‘“Is there a higher, more com-
prehensive physical life than that which we experience
just as there is a lower one? Are the separate heavenly
bodies bearers of a unified inner life? Are the stars, is
the sun an animated being? Does not the earth really
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live a universal life ? Are not all its parts, the liquid in-
terior and the firm crust, the ocean and the atmosphere,
comprehended into a great whole whose parts interact in
manifold ways and yet in harmony? Ebb and flow, day
and night, winter and summer, are they not life rhythms
similar to those which the individual life experiences?”

T reflected thus tillbedtime and then quickly retired. No
sooner was I settled comfortably than a fancy, glorious
and sublime, enveloped and canopied my brain, and I slept
and I dreamed. A new life was mine. I was transficured
and removed into another and a higher and a grander
universe. I dwelt among the planets; all had the silver of
the moon and the golden glory of the sun, radiating from
their brows; stars, grand and glittering, intermingled con-
versed and played; Mars, Jupiter, Venus, Saturn, and in-
numerable others dwelt together in harmony. singing and
dancing with ecstatic glea.

Presently I saw a couple steal away from the rest.
“Ah,” T decided ‘“‘the clandestine methods of love are fol-
lowed here too. So Cupid does not confine himself to
the earth below.” No sooner had this flitted across my
bewildered brain than I, inheriting the meaner instinet of
the microbe called man, determined to eavesdrop, and this
I did.

I saw them, far from the whirling erowd, draw nearer,
slowly, it seemed almost reluctantly, nearer and I knew
that love was the magnet. The music of the spheres seemed
an accompaniment to the lovemaking of Saturn—for he, it
was—as he sang in tones of rapture and exulfation, more
glorious, more sublime, than man, with all his conceit,
ever dared to dream of. As he saung and whirled and
glowed, tears of pride and pain stole down the cheeks of
the object of his affections, joy and sorrow wrestling in her
bosom for the mastery, joy crystallizing into happiness
and sorrow overflowing in tears. Her answer, low and
sweet, seemed to emanate from the land of cherubims and
seraphims. Notes of sadness and appeal mingling with
those of gladness and encouragement, rippled and mur-
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mured in the air which teemed with a fragrance as of
violets.

I was spell-bound, I was mute; I was aroused from the
revery by the the voice of the happy Sun. “Come child-
ren,” she sang, “Dame Earth dines here today.” Like a
thunder-bolt from a clear sky the truth flashed upon my
mind.” They are brother and sister,” I inaudibly muttered,
“the Sun the mother of both.” Such is love in Heaven,
I thought, and—

I felt cold, gathered together all the force I could com-
mand, and gave my bed-mate an impetuous kick for steal-

ing all the cover.
J. D. Gortatowsky, Psi,

<

HOW FAR DOES A PLEDGE BIND ?

There are, of course, two parties to every pledge. And
a pledge or promise, like any other contract, implies that
the inducements to enter into the contract were what each
party represented them to be, and that the conditions of
the contract will be fulfilled on both sides.

Now in the case of a fraternity taking the pledge of a
new man, let us look first at the duties of the fraternity
before they can consider the promise binding on the other
party.

The fraternity is bound in good conscience to use the
same transparent good faith in dealing with a new man
that would be required of an adult in dealing with a child.
The justice of which proposition appears perfectly when
we reflect that the new man has to decide everything from
external appearances.

Such a code of morals precludes the concealment of
anything that is not one of the fraternity secrets. On
the part of the candidate for initiation, less is required in
this particular direction. If there is any reason for his
believing that he would not be an acceptable member, he
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should, of course, state it plainly to the Chapter, which
course is upon its face the best, as no man could be happy
in a fraternity when he had a “skeleton in the closet.”

If either side should violate the foregoing rules;if a
fraternity should obtain a man’s pledge upon the assu-
rance that his record was what it afterward did not
measure up to, or if the promiser should turn out to have
impediment to his joining, then like any other contract
obtained by fraud, it is void and of no effect. But it
should be borne in mind that no trivial thing is intended
here, but only extreme cases. In the absence of any of
these things, the answer to our heading, “How far does a
pledge bind ?” is, that it binds as one of the few sacred
obligations between man and man. That the man who
wilfully or for mean caprice makes a promise to join a
fraternity and violates it is like all other liars, unfit for the
love or trust of any human creature.

R. H. Willis, Omicron.

A GLIMPSE AT THE FIFTEENTH CONVENTION.

It was certainly a privilege to attend the Fiftesenth An-
nual Convention at the Piedmont Hotel, Atlanta Ga., and
I am truly sorry for those of you who missed this grand
reunion and glorious time. What an ountpouring of IT en-
thusiasm, and what a gathering together of the noble wear-
ers of the Garnet and Old Gold, from all over our sunny
Sounthland! One could not but compare this large assem-
bly of II's, with 21 active Chapters and 2 Alumni Chapters
represented, to the conventions of a few years ago, when,
by hard work, X0 to 15 men were assembled together.
What an encouraging thought this is and what a proof of
the growth and development of our beloved Fraternity.

Dr. Arbuckle presided in his usual graceful way and
made the business exercises, by his universal courtesy and
kindness, as enjoyable as were the social. The Grand
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Secretary, as usual, was faithful and zealous in his work,
and both of these officers and the Grand Treasurer were
present throughout the business meetings—a proof of their
desire to help the younger members in formulating their
business plans. The presence of our distinguished Grand
Chaplain, Dr. Rice, and of the other alumni of Atlanta,
added much weight to the meeting. Indeed it was good
to be there.

In the absence of the Supreme Councilor, Floyd Hughes,
the opening session on Thursday morning was called to
order by Dr. Arbuckle at 10 A. M. The Grand Chaplain,
Rev. Theron H. Rice, D. D., invoked God’s blessing on
our proceedings, and was then introduced by Dr. Arbuckle
and welcomed the fraternity to Atlanta. Though Dr. Rice
and Dr. Arbuckle have always been most interested in the
Fraternity work and have attended many conventions, this
wasg the first one at which they met since the memorable
Hampden-Sidney convention, when they, working shoulder
to shoulder, with two others, formulated the new form of
government, which is practically the same we now have,
Dr. Rice’s informal remarks, dwelling on the old days of
the Fraternity and tracing its history up to the present
time, were enjoyable and listened to with earnest attention.

Welcome to the State of Georgia was extended by Bro-
ther Gortatowsky, of Psi, in most graceful and pleasing
terms. The response on behalf of the visitors was made
by Brother J. B. Clark, of Beta, who eaptivated the Con-
vention by his very apt introduction. He was extremely
hoarse, and in fact could scarcely speak, but he commenced
by saying that the day before, his college had defeated an-
other at base-ball, by a score of 11 to 0 and that as a re-
sult, from cheering, he was in no condition to respond to
anything. However, he made a telling speech which was
much enjoyed.

The roll of Chapters was then called, resulting in the
following delegates and visitors signing the register ;
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SUPREME OFFICERS.

Dr. H. B. Arbuckle, Councilor Princeps, Decatur, Ga.
Robert A, Smythe, Grand Treasurer, Charleston, S. C.

J. Pike Powers, Jr., Grand SBecretary, Knoxville, Tenn.
Rev. Theron H. Rice, D. D., Grand Chaplain, Atlanta, Ga.

CHAPTER DELEGATES.

Alpha—Chas. E. Conrad, Harrisonburg, Va.
Beta—J. B. Clark, Clarkton, N. C.
R. I. MeDavid, Pelzer, S. C.
Gamma—E, Hugh Smith, Heathsville, Va.
Zeta—J. W. Hudson, Knoxville, Tenn.
Eta—D. McL. Davidson, New Orleans, La,
Theta—W. H, Hill, Corinth, Miss.
Iota—R. C. Graham, Graham’s Forge, Va.
Kappa—Hiram Brown, Maysville, Ky.
Mu—R. T. Fewell, Jr., Rock Hill, 8. C.
Nu—J. Caldwell Guilds, Cordesville, S. C.
C. 8. Williamson, Jr., Spartansburg, S. C.
Omiecron—Dean Hundley, Dunnsville, Va.
Pi—8S. B. Alexander, Elberton, Ga.
Rho—H. H. Weir, Lebanon, Tenn.
Bigma—James R. Williamson, Culleoka, Tenn.
Gordon Brown, Columbia, Tenn.
Tau—C. W. Rowe, Munroe, N. C.
Upsilon—Oliver E, Young, Selma, Ala.
William Hardie, Jr., Birmingham, Ala.
John V. Denison, LaFayette, Ala.
Thurman H. Robertson, Uniontown, Ala.
H. H. Constantine, Jr., Anniston, Ala.
Phi—No delegate.
Chi—Prentice A. Pugh, Clarksville, Tenn,
Psi—0O. W. Steed, Spring Place, Ga.
J. C. Morrigon, Talking Rock, Ga.
Robert Rutherford, Cullodin, Ga.
R. E. Ponder, Forsyth, Ga.
C. B. Collins, Dunnedin, Fla.
W. M, Breedlove, Munroe, Ga.
J. L. Brown, Dalton, Ga.
W. O. Matthews, Decatur, Ga.
J. D. Gortatowsky, Albany, Ga.
G. M. Stanton, Dahlonega, Ga.
Omega—M. W Smith, Hot Springs, Ark.
Alpha-Alpha—C. B. Arthur, Morehead City, N. C,
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Alpha-Beta—No delegate.
Alpha-Gamma—No delegate.
Alpha-Delta—R. A. Anderson.

J. Z. Collier.

P. H. Connally.

G. A. Edwards.

T. B. Lamar, Rideland, Ga.

C. M. McCord.

B. H. Smith, Charlotte, N. C.
Alumnus Delta—Alexander Martin, Charleston, S. C.
Alumnus Lambda—W. 8. Dowell, Opelika, Ala.

James G. Comfort Opelika, Ala,

VIsITING ALUMNI,

Richard Orme Flinn, Atlanta, Ga., Theta.
Joseph Dowell, LaFayette, Ala., Upsilon,
<-Charles W. Underwood, Atlanta, Ga., Chi.
Lewis M. Gaines, Atlanta, Ga., Iota.

R. M. Blounf, Waynesboro, Ga., Psi.
Alton 8. Ham, M¢cDonough, Ga., Psi.

A. L. Ward, Atlanta, Ga., Psi.

C. B. Wilmer, Atlacta, Ga., Gamma.

Is this not a roll of which to be proud? Every active
Chapter but three was represented, and those three sent ex-
cuses which showed readily the absolute impossibility of
their coming. It isnotthe purpose of this sketch to speak of
the business transactions, as the entire proceedings will be
set forth in detail in the DaccER AND KEY soon to be issued.
Suffice it to say, that probably no Convention of recent
years has adopted so many pertinent plans for the advance-
ment of the Order as this one. The Official Magazine re-
ceived earnest attention, and discussion was given to im-
proving it, especially with a view to more illustrations. Defi-
nite action was taken, providing for the appearance of the
illustrations in future issues. It was very pleasant to note
a desire on the part of the delegates to provide some plan
for the keeping of permanent and thorough records by the
Chapters.
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They seemed to realize and deplore the fact that hereto-
fore Chapters had been very lax in this matter, and that it
would be practically impossible to secure, at this time, a
complete roll and record of our members. We feel sure
that the plans adopted at this Convention will bring about
the desired result very easily and efficiently. Of course
expansion had its proper part in the proceedings of the
Convention, but the discussion was at all times dignified
and in thorough good spirit. When motions were de-
feated, the authors would accept same in the proper way
and not show any feeling of resentment. In fact, the whole
Convention was characterized by this feeling of good fel-
lowship and touch of the elbow. We were Brothers to-
gether, to adopt plans which to the majority seemed most
admirable. If the majority differed with us, we gladly
yielded and threw our weight towards the carrying out of
their wishes. Earnest attention was directed to extend-
ing the Fraternity in the Southwestern States, and many
were the promises made as to Chapters to be reported at
our next Convention.

The Supreme Officers made most interesting and en-
couraging reports, and it was particularly pleasant to have
the finances shown in such good condition, with practi-
cally no delinquent Chapters. With a continuance of such
attention, the Fraternity cannot but succeed, for the finan-
ces are the backbone of the growth.

The session on Thursday was from 10 A. M. to 12P. M.,
with but an hour off each for lunch and dinner, which
shows how much work was really done. Friday the busi-
ness was transacted from 9 A. M. to 2 P. M., when a re-
cess was taken until 7:30 P. M., and at 10:30 P. M, we ad-
journed to the delightful banquet which our Atlanta II’s
had so bounteously prepared for us.

All of the Supreme Officers were re-elected; the Brother
making the speech of nomination moved that the “Old
Officers” be re-elected. One of them objected to the term
“old,”—probably Col. Powers, who being the only bachelor
on the board, is a little touchy on this point. There were
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many passages of wit and fun during the business meet-
ings, and much enjoyment was obtained at the expense of
gsome of the Brothers. Dr. Arbuckle, in fact, had many
times to sharply rap the Convention to order and get us
back to work. Wae certainly regret the absence of Brother
Floyd Hughes, and hope we will never hold another Con-
vention without him.

It was a disappointment that we missed the one-
third fare returning. We had a good many over the
necessary number, but several of these came on mileage,
and some on passes. Even then we could have gotten a
nearby Brother in and made up the necessary fifty certifi-
cates, as we had forty-nine, but we counted surely on some
of Upsilon’s men coming the evening of the banquet, and
'did not know until too late that they had gone back on us.
This will never occur again, for in the future, we will at
the very first session see that the necessary fifty certifi-
cates are in hand and if not insist on the nearby chapters
sending the requisite number. We are invited to meet
next year in our new territory, which is holding out its
arms to welcome Chapters of the Fraternity. The New
Orleans Chapter promises us a grand time and I believe
we will have one hundred present,

From 10;30 until the wee small hours, we enjoyed the
delightful banquet and the flow of eloquence from those
who responded to the toasts. The following is the pro-
gram of the banquet.

REv. C. B. WILMER, Toastmaster.

Pi Kappa Alpha Memories.
By REv. THERON H. Ricg, D. D.,
Atlanta, Ga.

Virginia, mother of States and Statesmen, last
but not least, mother of Pi Kappa Alpha.
By CHAs. E. CONRAD,
University of Virginia,

The Bachelor Pi,
By J. PIKE POWERS, JR.,
Knoxville, Tenn.
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Pi Kappa Alpha, an Evergreen,
By ROBERT A. SMYTHE,
Charleston, 8. C.

New Orleans, a centre of Pi Kappa Alpha
Frpansion.
By D. McLeoD DAVIDSON,
New Orleans, La.
Kentucky Pi's,
By M. W. SMITH.

Our Sisters—may they not stay such!
By E. H. SMITH,
Williamsburg, Va.

Our Squaling Infant.
By B. H, SMITH,
Technological School,
Atlanta, Ga.

Brother Wilmer proved a most entrancing toast master
and was ready for each speaker with some witty introduc-
tion, some pleasantry or some little anecdote. His refer-
ence to the “epidemic of Smiths” was good and he very
properly said that “one good Smith deserved two others.”

The banquet was ended by all standing and drinking in
silence a toast to our departed comrades, after which the
Brothers separated with many regrets at leaving the
hospitable board and parting with each other. Most of
the Brothers remained until the next morning and many
little gatherings were held and friendships formed, which
even time cannot dissolve.

It was a splendid set of fellows who assembled together
at this fifteenth Convention; stalwart and brawny in physi-
cal strength, alert and brimming over with energy, re-
sourceful and capable in mind, charming and chivalrous
in social relations; a body of men of which any fraternity
could well be proud, a glorious promise of future strength
for the Old South. It was a privilege to meet such men
and it is a pleasure to know that they belong to our Fra-
ternity. Such a privilege belongs to any II. who attends
one of these Annual Conventions.

Leobert A. Smythe,
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ALPHA.
University of Virginia.

We have entered upon the home stretch of the session’s
course. The Charmers of Easter week, who disturbed our
academic peace for seven days, have left us once more to
our dull prosaic existence. The Class Fraternity goats
have ceased to use liniment for their aching sinews, and
are beginning to feel like folks again, after their odd cos-
tumes and foolish antics. The absences from nine o’clock
lectures are staring us in the face and demanding an ex-
planation. The devotees of the diamond are counting up
their batting average and exulting in the grand-stand play
of the week. The track men and Lacrosse team have
donned their scanty but comfortable uniforms, and the
tennis sharks are practicing for the spring tournament,
All of us are looking aghast at the four month’'s work
ahead, which must be crammed somehow into half that
time. But at any rate we have the poor consolation that
even if the warm weather and “spring fever,” combined
with the hard work, should prove too much for our weak
flesh and willing spirit, the end of the session and the be-
ginning of the vacation will soon bring usthree good, long
months.

To Alpha and its members nothing of especial interest
has happened. Several of us have enjoyed short trips
away from college. Brother Galt was confined to the Uni-
versity Hospital for a few days at the very convenient
period of examinations, and is just well enough now to
work hard.

Brother Conrad, our delegate to the Atlanta Convention,
has given us a very encouraging report, and says he had
the finest kind of a time. No one who ever went to a II.
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K. A. Convention ever echoed sentiments different from
these. Our Conventions are always enthusing and enjoy-
able. We hope that the next general meeting of the Fra-
ternity will be nearer home to the members of the Virginia
Chapters.

The visit of the Hampden-Sidney base-ball team to the
University, afforded us the pleasure of meeting two of our
Brothers of Iota, Brothers R. O, Graham and Whiting.
Brother Whiting plays on the team and Brother Graham
came up in the capacity of a rooter, to see that the thing
was properly done.

We might consume further time and space by touching
upon such standing topics as the state of the barometer,
the new streets of Charlottesville, and the question as to
who will be the President of the University. Butbt our
“Billie” must be fattened up for some very severe exercise
he is to take soon, and as we are using our spare paper
for his diet, we are very careful not to waste writing ma-
terial.

Alpha sends the best of wishes to her sisters.

Lobert I, Webb.

BETA.
Davidson College.

Beta wishes to begin this month’s letter by extending
to our new Chapter, Alpha-Delta, our best wishes and
heartiest welcome. Alpha-Delta should prove a valuable
Chapter in extending our Fraternity., Now that we have
another Chapter upholding the banner of Pi Kappa Alpha
in Georgia, we should soon gain others.

The February number of the SHIELD AND DIiAMOMD was
especially enjoyed, on account of its athletic interest. Beta
had no place in the picture, but is proud of the other Chap-
ter'srecords. We want to congratulate Rho especially on
her fine showing.

Of course, at this season of the year, the base-ball fan
holds the centre of the stage, and Davidson is no excep-
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tion to the rule. Daividson bids fair to redeem herself for
the rather poor record made in foot-ball last fall. Thus
far two practice games have been played, in which our
team made quite a creditable showing. Our first big game
is with North Carolina on April 4th.

Now we will promise the Fraternify that if Brother
Smythe gets out a base-ball issue of the Magazine, we will
furnish one good player, Geo. M. Wilecox, for a position
as II. K. A. left-fielder, or probably a pitcher.

The other absorbing question of the hour at Davidson
is “Have you had the mumps ?”’ The disease is now preva-
lent on the campus, but thus far Brother Wagner is the
only II. who is in the style.

Brother King was one of Davidson’s representatives at
the Y. M. C. A. Convention during February. He tells us
of some fine II's he met, and of Nu’s good Chapter.

The college orchestra has returned from a trip to the
Female College at Red Springs and other places. Brother
Wagner is the manager of this, and he has the ecredit of
managing the finest orchestra since its organization.

Senior Speaking takes place on the first and second of
April. Four II,’s will be on hand at that time: Brothers
Adams, Gillespie, R. T. Wagner and G. M. Wilcox.

We were glad to have Brother Bohannon, of Tau, with
us during February.

Beta celebrated March the first, the anniversary of our
Fraternity founding, with a feast. The affair was informal,
but was much enjoyed. We had with us at that time Bro-
ther J. M. Baker, one of last year’s initiates, who is now in
business in Fernandina, Fla. Brother Baker is yet, and
will always be, a true II.

Brother T. P. Anderson, one of our old members, spent

a week on the Hill during Junior Speaking. Brother An-
derson’s visits are always enjoyed.

All of us envy Brothers Me¢David and J. B. Clark, of
their trip to the convention at Atlanta. This convention
bids fair to be the largest and best of them all.

With best wishes to all IL.’s wherever they may be.
J. Leon Moore, Jr,
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GAMMA.
William and Mary College.

It once more becomes our pleasant duty to let the Fra-
ternity know that Gamma is still alive and thriving. By
the time this is in print the Convention will have been held
and we will all know from our representatives there, just
how grand and noble our Fraternity really is, and how it
is growing, not only in size but in unity and strength of
purpose.

Just now with us, as we suppose with most of the other
Chapters, base-ball is the absorbing and dominating ele-
ment of college life. In spite of the continued bad weather,
examinations and other causes, our team promises well.
We have a number of the old men back and some good
new material. Gamma never loses an opportunity to work
for the good of the college, and we are represented on the
diamond in the persons of Brother Shewmake, who is
Manager of the team, Brother Geo. Hankins, who is work-
ing hard for a place in the out-field, and your scribe, who is
Captain and short-stop.

At a recent meeting of the Tennis Club, Brother New-
comb was unanimously elected President for the spring
season,

‘We have been favored several times of late with visits by
Brother Walter G. Tyler, of Omicron. Unlike the “Wat
Tyler” of history, he is always welcome and is a Pi to be
proud of. Brother Fitchett Nottingham also paid us a
flying visit on his way home from Richmond recently.
“Nott’'s” many sterling qualities and his dry humor have
long since made him one of Gamma’s favorite sons.

But “the best for the last. Since our last letter old
*“Billy” has been roused from his long winter rest and
brought once more into service. Some one has said that
no Chapter can succeed without at least one red-headed
member, and, if that is so, Gamma’s success is now as-
sured. It is with mingled pride and pleasure that we in-
troduce to the Fraternity at large Brother A. L. Black-
well, of Reedsville, Northumberland county. Although in



210 THE SHIELD AND DIAMOND.

his first year, Brother Blackwell has already become a
popular man in the class-room and out of it, and if the
present is an earnest of the future, he will always be as
loyal a Pi as ever wore the shield and diamond.
With best wishes to all Pi’s, we close.
J. Hubard Lioyd.

ZETA.
University of Tennessee.

We have all just finished the last term’s examinations,
and are satisfied with our results. So we feel free to rest
for a short time.

' Base-ball is now on us, and we find that we can count on
at least one man for the team. Brother Early, who played
left-field on the Emory and Henry team last year, will play
that position for us,

We regret very much that Brother J. B. Green was com-
pelled to leave the University on account of ill health.
However, we are glad indeed that he will be with us again
next year. He would have made the Phi Kappa Phi
honorary fraternity this year. Nevertheless he will get
that honor next year.

We also would like to express our deepest heartfelt
sympathy to Brother Briscoe in the loss of his wife.

Brother Briscoe is one of the most enthusiastic men I
ever saw. He has helped us a great deal in our work here.
He is now soliciting subsecriptions for a Chapter house next
year. Several other alumns men are taking interest in
this movement, and are helping in it.

Before this letter shall have reached the press, we will
have taken in a man whom we are very proud to have in
our Fraternity.

We hope to see several Pi’s on the different base-ball
teams who will play here.

‘With best wishes, we are yours,

Henry F. Parker.
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ETA.
Tulane University.

Since our last letter to the SHIELD AND DIiAMOND we
have taken in no new men, so our number still remains
the famed number thirteen. We wish that Eta could send
thirteen delegates to the Convention, but time and circum-
stances will not permit. We all envy the privilege Bro-
ther McLeod Davidson will have of meeting so many true
Southern men in Atlanta next week. We hope that at least
one more of our number will be able to accompany Bro-
ther “Mac.”

Of course base-ball is the thing now at college, and we
expect to have a more than ordinarily good team this year,
as there is some very good material to pick from. We ex-
pect to have only one Pi on the team: Brother Joubert is
trying for “catch,” and the general opinion is that he will
get it.

During last month we had the pleasure of meeting Bro-
ther Venable of Upsilon, who had a position in New Or-
leans, but had to leave on accountof higshealth. We were
very sorry that we had so short a time to see him.

At our last meeting, at which Brother MecLeod David-
son was unanimously elected delegate to the Convention,
we had the pleasure of having three alumni Pi’s present:
Dr. H. D, Bruns, a charter member of the first Eta Chap-
ter, E. F. Koelle, to whom we owe'the reorganization of
our Chapter, and his brother, Dr. J. M. Koelle. We had
hoped to have other Pi’s in the city present, but they were
unable to attend.

Brother Henry who is an A-1 photographer; has man-
aged to take a picture of the Pi girls of Eta Chapter.
Last month we had our photograph taken for our college
annual, the “Jambalaya,” so felt that we should not slight
the ladies.

We suppose the’ question of expanding into the West
and Northwest will be discussed at the Convention. The
opinion of Eta seems to be that there would be no objec-
tion to takingin those states west of the Mississippi, but
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before doing this we should strengthen ourselves in the
South. There are no Chapters in Florida, Mississippi or
Texas as yet,and we must always remember that “charity
begins at home,”

With greetings to all Pi’s I close.
L. Arny Godbold,

[

THETA.
Southwestern Presbyterian University.

Theta sends greetings to all the sister Chapters. Brother
Hill has just left us for the Convention, and we are anx-
jously.awaiting his return. We thought the Nashville
Counvention a grand success, but we hope this will be still
better, and that progress will be made for old II. K. A.

We certainly enjoyed the Foot-ball edition. As we read
of the careers of our Brothers on the gridiron we became
exultant over their attainments. Well may we be proud
of them,

“Spring fever’”” has struck us slightly. ¢‘‘Billy’’ has
entered upon his spring vacation.

Brother Walthal is our only representative in the
Graduating Class this year. However he was honored by
being chosen one of the four Faculty Orators. He also ex-
pects to represent one of the Literary Societies on the Ora-
torical Contest in June. Brother Reid is proving himself
very efficient as Manager of the Varsity Base Ball team
since the resignation of Brother Ericson.

Brothers Fulton and Price have been appointed as Direc-
tors of the Gymnasium.

Hope we will have a letter from that new Chapterin the
next. R. B. Fulton.

IoTA.
Hampden-Sidney College.
Since our last letter old Hampden Sidney College has
passed through one of the liveliest periods of her history,
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the outcome of which promised at one time to be the ex-
tinetion of the Iota Chapter of II. K. A., of Epsilon of
Chi Phi, and of Upsilon of Kappa Sigma, and almost that
of the Zeta and Alpha -Tau Chapters of Beta Theta Pi and
Kappa Alpha respectively.

Shortly after Christmas a party of midnight breakers of
the college law, procured some garnet paint and trans-
formed the Chemical Laboratory into a highly patriotie
and strictly modern art gallery. Several nights later the
Society of Amateur Firemen of Hampden Sidney, the
names of whose members are unknown, by the way, de-
cided to take some practice; and selecting the college bell-
fry as a worthy subject to work upon, reduced that stately
edifice to ashes. Tater on they discovered that it was ne-
cessary for the good of all concerned, to remove the stoves
from the Chapel and all the class-rooms. Meanwhile the
artists, far from being idle, had made for themselves
another gallery, in which they kindly allowed the college
authorities to hold Chapel services, and more, had turned
the President’s old, gray horse into a walking advertise-
ment, by painting samples of their work upon his sides.

These, and other like exploits were so skillfully done,
that the Faculty could get no clue as to the perpetrators,
until driven to desperation they concocted the following
scheme: To foree every student to sign a paper, by which
he stated on his word of honor that he had been concerned
in none of the disorder, and would attend faithfully to his
college duties and would participate in no disorder 8o long
as he should remain astudent of the college. The President
presented this pledge to the students at the Chapel Wednes-
day morning, stating that anyone who did not sign that
pledge by four o’clock should be expelled from college.

Practically all the frat. men and a number of ‘“Barbs’’
refused to sign. An extension of time was granted that
the boys might hear from their parents, and their parents,
almost withont exception, wired, ‘‘Sign no pledge.”” The
Faculty refused to yield an inch, so by Saturday not more
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than one-third of the students enrolled and six II’s had
withdrawn from college. Saturday night, however, a com-
promise was effected by which the offending paper was
to be destroyed; the offenders were to hand to the Faculty
written confessions of their guilt, but no one was to be
expelled. After this nearly every one returned to college.
Brother Curtis Hanna, 07, however, did not return. In
Brother Hauna we lose our most devoted ‘‘calicoster’” and
loyal Freshman. His address is Charleston, W. Va. Bro-
ther Hanna may be with us next year, but it is doubtfual.

Hampden-Sidney plays her first game to-morrow on the
home grounds with Maryland University. Our team shows
up unusually well in practice. Brother Whiting, the only
II. trying for the team, will play in centre-field.

Brother R.C. Graham will represent Iota in the Con-
vention,

With best wishes to all Pi’s,

G. A. Wilson, Jr.

KAPPA.
Kentueky University.

Since our last letter Brother Homer Carpenter has won
the representation for Kentucky University in the State
oratorial contest. His subject was ‘‘The Higher Ministry
of Beauty.” We are proud of our Brother, who is a hard
worker in the II. K. A. circle. We will see that he gets a
strong representation at Georgetown April 8, when the con-
test is pulled off. Success to our Brother.

Brother Minakuechi is now at Yale working for his Ph. D.

The primaries for the Southern contest will be pulled off
this month and we hope tosee II. K. A. again carry off
the honors and send her man to the contest at Nashville,
Tenn., May 18. '

K. A. will have a strong base-ball team this year, and
hopes to win her share of the diamond honors.

Kappa Chapter will give her annual banquet along
toward the close of school,
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Brother Hiram Brown was our delegate to the Conven-
tion and went with the enthusiasm of Kappa Chapter. We
know that this year will prove to be the largest Conven-
tion year the II. K. A. Fraternity has ever known., Three
cheers for the Convention of 1904; may it be surpassed only
by the one of 1905, Geo. M. D. Posey.

MU.
Presbyterian College of South Carolina.

It is with heartiest congratulations for the SHIELD AND
DramonD on the splendid Foot-Ball Edition that Mu again
makes her appearance.

Since our last letter we have had ‘Billy’”’ at work and
take great pleasure in introducing to our Sister Chapters
Brother Eugene L. Power of Abbeville, S. C.

Although a new man, Brother Power has already proven
himself to be a true and loyal II.

But the pleasure with which we announce this is changed
to deepest regret when we have to record that Brother L.
M. Kennedy has discontinued his studies at college, but we
hope that he shall remain in town and be able to meet with
us often.

On the fifteenth of March we were called to mourn with
Brother Kennedy the loss of his only Brother, who died on
that day after a brief illness. Brother Kennedy and his
entire family have our most heart-felt sympathy in this
great sorrow.

Brother Smith, who is to be our representative at the
oratorical contest, is hard at work on his oration and all of
us are confident that he will win. .

Brother Smith, who is President of the Y. M. C. A, here,
was a delegate to the Convention at Spartanburg and reports
an enjoyable trip, the pleasure of which was greatly en-
hanced by the opportunity of meeting and talking with so
many of the Brothers of Nu.

Several of our number had the pleasure of meeting Bro-
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ther Taylor of Nu, several days ago, who passed through
here on his way to Georgetown, where he will spend a few
days with his parents.

Brother Fewell has been elected our delegate to the
Convention and all of us are looking forward to it with a
greal deal of interest.

Our hall was beantifully decorated by several large vases
filled with violets almost as beautiful and sweet as the fair
sisters who sent them.,

In closing Mu wishes success to every Chapter and every
individual IT. James D. Fulp.

- N Uc
Wofford College,

March examinations have just closed. These are always
the most dreaded examinations of the college year. It is with
much rejoicing that the boys hail their departure to wel-
come spring with its various amusements. Base-ball is the
chief topic of the college community. Wofford’steam and
its prospects for winning in the various scheduled games are
discussed freely on all sides. A few have placed her in the
category of the victorious; others have said she will win or
lose in this or that game. The practice games, however,
have shown this muech, that we have a good team, and who-
ever carries off the palm over Wofford will have no easy
fight. Philadelphia National League team spent two weeks
practicing on Wofford’s grounds. During their sojourn
here our team gleaned many points, that will be helpful to
them.

The South AtlanticStates Music Festival, given under the
auspices of Converse College, is but three weeks off. The
festival will last three days, embracing the dates of April
27, 28 and 29. This promises to be the largest attraction
of its kind ever given here. Up to date the sale of tickets
is doubled over that of any previous year. On account of
a previously arranged date, Sig. Campinari cannot come, but
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another singer of prominence will fill his engagement. Many
gingers and musicians of renown will be here, making a
rare treat for the lovers of music who will enter into the at-
tractions with the spirit of the poet, ‘‘Sing while we may,
for to-morrow will bring enough of sorrow.”’

We had a pleasant vigit some time ago from Brother J.
M. Giles, a charter member, who is employed in ecivil ser-
vice work, with his headquarters in Atlanta, Ga.

We were glad to have Brother Smith of Clinton, Pugh of
Trinity, King of Davidson, with us during their attendance
onthe Y. M. C. A. Convention of North and South Carolina.
Brother B. W. Isom, who completed the Sopomore class last
year and who has since been engaged in work on the Spar-
tanburg ‘Daily Herald’ is spending some time with the boys.
All of us are glad to be in cloge touch with this old brother,
whose good nature is stimulating.

The Fiftieth Anniverary of Wofford will be celebrated
June 4-8. As this marks a half century of work, every
body is looking forward to one of the most notable com-
mencements in the history of the institution. Many dis-
tinguished guests and speakers will be here and everything
will be done to make this far above the average commence-
ment.

With bestwishes for sister Chapters.

W. M. Fair,

OMICRON.
Richmond College.

The spring exams. are over and the base-ball team has
gotten down to practice in earnest. There are prospects
for a good team at Richmond College, and Omicron will be
well represented by Brothers Woodfin and Robertson.
Brother Harwood would certainly have made the team but
for the injury sustained in foot-ball last year, the ill ef-
fects of which appear at the slightest exertion on his part.

The Annual Oratorical Contest between the two societies
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was held recently, and in a fine speech Brother R, H.
Willis, a representative of the Mu Sigma Rho, won the
medal. It now devolves upon him to represent the college
in the State contest to be held in April. Brother Willis has
been highly complimented on all sides for his splendid ora-
tion, and when it is taken in consideration that five other
good men put forth every effort to carry off the honors, the
distinction is one of which he may well be proud.

I think Omicron has won her share of the honors here
this year, with two men on the foot-balland base-ball teams,
with a President of the Mu Sigma Rho Literary Society and
the winner of the Orator’s Medal.

We look with pleasure to the work of our Convention,
And hope it will result in lasting good to the Fraternity as
‘a whole. Carter E. Talman.

PI.
Washington and Lee Universily.

Pi is glad to greet her sister Chapters again through
the SEIELD AND Diamonp, and really we feel especially
elated at this time, your correspoundent having only this
morniug returned from the Convention. We also feel that
no other explanation is necessary to account for the very
happy and enthusiastic feeling under which we are pen-
ing these lines.

This letter, however, should have been written before
the Convention met, so guess we had better keep silent
along this line, and reserve what we may wish to say rela-
tive to ‘“‘that dear Atlanta” and the good time we had
there uutil a later date, ‘T'would not be so pleasant to be
confronted with a fine for non-performance of duty ere we
had hardly gotten back to tell the boys ‘““all about it,”

The session of 1903-1904 is drawing rapidly to a close,
and we can hope for very little more of the good things at
college this year. We are glad to report, though, that,
barring all mishaps, we will be able to record one more
name on Pi Kappa Alpha’s role before the present session



OHAPTER LETTERS. 219

has seen its finish. Aftera delay of several months, we
succeeded in inducing one whose name we will not men-
tion at this time, to see the beauties and grandness of dear
old Pi Kappa Alpha, and hope to initiate him before the
first of April.

In our last letter we reported the absence of Brother
Carpenter, who had returned to his home for the rest of
the session. Brother T. Campbell Wilson, of Brownsburg,
Va., also found it necessary to leave college some weeks
ago for business reasons. He will return next session to
complete his course in the law department.

With our already limited number of men, these losses
come as a very heavy blow to Pi Chapter. We miss our
two Brothers in more than one way, and shall rejoice
when we can greet them again. Pi Chapter’s role now
numbers five, exclusive of the men we have on the string.
We expect, however, to begin the next session with eight
men, as we will not loss any from this year’s number.

We wish to express our appreciation and enjoyment of
the Foot-ball Edition of TAE SHIELD AND Diamonp., It
was certainly a unique plan, and must have met with the
endorsement and appreciation of every individual mem-
ber of the Fraternity. To tell the truth, there is nothing
about Pi Kappa Alpha that we do not enjoy and love, and
if we have been at all lax in our expressions and actions
at any time in the past, we hope to erase all such records
by a brilliant and successful future, fraught with the energy
and devotion which everv Pi owes to his Order.

With our kindest regards and best wishes for each and
every Brother, S. B. Alexander.

SIGMA.
Vanderbilt University.
Once again old winter has given way and yielded up his

sway to gentle spring and this is a change which, no doubt,
everyone welcomes.

The base-ball team has been taking advantage of these



220 _ THE SHIELD AND DIAMOKD.

bright spring days, and now, after hard and constant prac-
tice, is in first-class condition. So far, Vanderbilt has
played only two games, and those have been with the
Nashville professional team and, although beaten, she put
up a creditable contest. These games show that the team
is a little weak at the bat and still weaker in the box, but
very strong in fielding the ball. It is hoped that more
practice will remedy the weak spots, and that Vanderbilt
will have one of the strongest base-ball aggregations that
she has ever had in her history.

We are sorry that we are not able to introduce to the
Fraternity a new brother, but we will have to let the “goat”
rest so that he will be able to do the hard work which will
be hiﬁjt next fall. Sigma continues on her road to pros-
perity, and sincerely hopes that her sister Chapters are do-
ing the same. George H. Brown.

TAU.
University of North Carolina.

It is with regret that Tau has to announce to the Frater-
nity this spring the name of no new candidate. Fate seems
to be against her just now, but she hopes the future has
gsomething bright in store.

Tau notes with interest, through the last issue of the
SHIELD AND DriamonD, the general progress and enthu-
siasm of the Fraternity to carry forward its grand mission.

Carolina had the good fortune to win out in the debate
with Georgia recently. She has been somewhat unsue-
cessful in her ball games, but she is waiting for better
things to happen before the season closes.

‘“‘Exams.’”’ will soon be here, and Taun, like the rest of
the sister Chapters, I suppose, is looking forward to a happy
vacation.

Best wishes for the Fraternity.

4. J. Moore.
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UPSILON,
Alabama Polytechnic Institute.

Upsilon regrets very much that she could not send a
larger delegation to the recent Convention, Circumstances
seemed to have conspired against her doing so. Three
men were off with the base-ball team, two on a special en-
gineering trip, two on the sick list, and of the others, an
even dozen, five were as many as found it possible to go.

Those of our number who went came back with glowing
descriptions.

Our Chapter has suffered another loss, Some weeks ago
Brother T. J. Dowdell, post-graduate assistant in English,
resigned his position and is now situated in LaFayette,
Ala. Brother Dowdellleaves for West Point in June, where
no doubt he will continue the same good record which he
made at his Alma Mater, Certainly his resignation meant
a gap in the ranks of the Pi’'s of Auburn that cannot well
be filled.

Affairs in Auburn are progressing as usual. There is
little to break the monotony of regular routine work, unless
it be the exploits of our base-ball team, of whose record so
far Auburn has reason to be proud.

W. W. Davis.

PHI.
Roanoke College.

In view of the fact that the students at Roanoke College
have been working hard with examinations for the last
week, and that the members of Phi are included in these,
we were unable to have a representative at the Convention.

Although we can not meet personally with the members
from other Chapters, we will be with them in spirit and
heart.

For several months Salem has been quiet ; that is since
the Lenten season began, but since Easter everything has
been running in the same old way. Through all of this Irat,
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life was necessarily slow. The three Frats. here have
really done nothing since Christmas ; that is in the way of
rushing men.

For the last week base-ball has been all the go at college,
the team having played three games, defeating Fishburne
13-0; St. John’s, of Annapolis, Md, 9-6; and St. Paul’s

. School, Garden City, New York, 27-6. _

Roanoke has made an unusually good showing for the
first of the season, winning her first three games.

Phi is well represented on the team; Brother Snider,
Captain and short-stop ; Brother Bear, catch; and Brother
Bowman, flrst-base,

We will meet a number of Pi’s on our trips later in the
season.

In foot-ball we will also be represented ,for Brother Bow-
man has been elected Captain for the second time.

Roanoke is rapidly coming to the front in athletics, hav-
ing one of the fastest base-ball teams in the South, and
prospects for foot-ball next year are bright.

Wishing every one a pleasant time at the Convention, 1
will close. A. M. Bowman, Jr.

CHI.
University of the South.

A hearty welcome to you again, Brothers. As you doubt-
less know our University opened again on th 17th of last
month. All our men are back and are busily at work,
some on the diamond, others at their classes. Chi is very
well represented in the student activities and in general.

Our prospects for a good base-ball season this year are
very good. We have about thirty men out at practice
every afternoon. This year we have a Suwanee coach, Mr.,
Josie Seldon, Delta Tau Delta, nevertheless he gets three
hours of hard practice out of us every afternoon. Brothers
Harper and Wood are out on the diamond, both trying for
the field.

Chi was especially delighted with the last SHIELD AND
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DiamoNnp. It was quite a treat to see pictures of our Cap-
tains for the coming year. No team in the South could
hardly defeat such a splendid eleven as the II. K. A. foot-
ball team of '03, with “Red” Smith as center.

E. A. Wood.

PSI.
North Georgia Agricultural College.

Sinee our last communication with our sister Chapters
through THEE SHIELD AND D1aMOND, the affairs of Psi have
been on the onward march to prosperity.

Things are very lively with us now. Fraternity spirit is
ab its highest. All are struggling for honors, and as a
matter of fact, Pi’s are “still in the swim.” As a result of
our struggling your humble scribe has the pleasure of
introducing to every Pi throughout our Sunny South,
Merssrs. J. Gordon Morrison, of Talking Rock, Ga.; Rem-
bert Stearns, of Talklng Rock, Ga., and Charles M. Harris,
of Dalton, Ga. The above mentioned young men are mem-
bers of the best families of Georgia, and stand foremost in
their classes. They have already proven themselves worthy
of the name of Brother, and we are confident will ever
strive for the success of our noble Order.

Recently Psi has lost one of her most faithful sons,
Brother W. Thomas Townsend, of Jockey, Ga., who,
after successfully passing an examination for teacher’s
place in Phillipines, has left us, and is now stationed near
the city of Manilla. Brother Townsend was one of the
leaders in our college. His career as a scholar and de-
bater was unsuspassed by any of his fellow-students.
Above all, he was ever loyal and truthful to his “Frat.”
Owing to his ability as a student, we predict for him a
prominent place in his profession.

Psi is in the lead in the way of honors. In the Military
Department, societies and class honors, she has a good
show. The “Honor Role” of the classes consist of two-
thirds of Pi's. In the Battalion of Cadets,twelve of seven-
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teen members are officers. We will have front seats in
spite of every opposition.

We unfortunately and very unwillingly will have to lose
Brother C. H. Hodges, of Perry, Ga., who will leave us
the first of May for his home, where he will remain until
June, when he will leave for West Point. Brother Hodges
is a true Pi, and we wish him much success through life.

Psi sends greetings and best wishes to all her sister
Chapters. Oliver W. Steed,

OMEGA.
Kentucky State College.

The foot-ball number of the SHIELD AND DIAMOND was
enjoyed by all. We are proud of our foot-ball heroes and
glad to meet them through the SHIELD AND DIAMOND.
Some of our II. K. A. Brothers are also stars of the dia-
mond, among whom no one has made a ‘‘bigger’’ reputa-
tion than Brother Bobby Geary of Omega. Brother Geary
twirled K. S. C. to the championship of Kentucky last
season, and as Captain of the ’04, team will surely lead them
through vietors again. Brother Gordon has arranged quite
an extensive schedule for the season, including a ten day
trip through Indiana and Ohio.

The Convention iz now over and we expect a great many
good results from it. Expansion is the doctrine of Omega.

Omega regrets the loss of a most loyal member, Brother
Bernard, who left college several weeks ago.

Brother Andrus has given up college work and is study-
ing law.

Brother Mason, with Heintz Pickling Company, Pitts-
burg, was with us a few days last month,

We are glad to welcome Brother Charles Arnspiger back
to Omega again. Brother Arnspiger is on a furlough from
the naval service.

Brother Carpenter, of Kappa, was warmly congratulated
by all the IT’s on winning the State Inter-Collegiate Ora-
torical Contest.
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Omega and Kappa Chapters regret seriously to have to
give up their Chapter hall, the building is to be replaced by
a new one. We can boast of having the best fraternity
hall in Lexington.

Commencement will soon be here, and let us think how
many Brothers will go away to be with us no more. Omega
will lose two of her most loyal and earnest members, Bro-
thers Gordon and Porch, who graduate with B. C. E. and
B. 8. respectively.

Our best wishes go with them and we know they will al-
ways be true to the ties of II. K. A,

Geo. O. Monlgomery.

ALPHA-ALPHA.
Trinity College.

We regret very much that our lastletter failed to reach
the editor, thereby causing us to be left out of the last
edition of the SHIELD AMD DiamMoMp, Owing to this fact,
it behooves us, in addition to what news that has happened
since our last letter, to repeat some of the letter that should
have been published in the last edition.

On the night of February 1st, six new men were initiated
into the mysteries of Pi Kappa-Alpha and are now active
members. Ere the dawn of day, “Billy” was pretty tired,
but he performed his part well, and before leaving the hall
he was recognized unanimously as “master of ceremo-
nies.”

We take great pleasure in introducing to the fraternity
at large the following:

Brother W. J. Whitley, '07, Bonneaton, N. C.; who grad-
uated at Trinity Park School last session. He is very popu-
lar among the boys in college and stands high with the
“co-ed’s.

Brother John McCauless, 07, Salisbury, N. C., is also
quite a favorite in college. Owing to his size and strength,
“Billy” had quite a time handling this “giant” at first, but
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““ere the mist had rolled away” it was readily seen that
“Billy” had conquered,

Brother Wm. H. Wallace, 07, Morehead City, N. C,,
otherwise known on the campus as “Victor,” is very popu-
lar in college, stands high in his classes and is worthy in
every respectto wear the Shield and Diamond. “Billy”
did not find it very hard to handle Victor, but found it ex-
ceedingly hard to keep him on his back, for he showed
well that he was not accustomed to riding goats. How-
ever, he was very patient and is now recognized as one of
the best riders in this Chapter.

Brother L. G. Daniels, 07, Wauchese, N. C., otherwise
known as “Times,” graduated from Trinity Park School
last session and was “Punny” man of his class. He is
quite popular both with the boys and the “co-eds.” He
is very witty and it is a pleasure to visit him in his room,
for he can keep you laughing from the time you enter
until you leave.

Brother Wm. M, Wells, ’07, Elm City, N. C., graduated
from Trinity Park School last session at the head of his
classes and is making his work in college nicely. He is
exceedingly popular and seems to be quite a pet with the
Conservatory girls. We wish him well and trust ere school
closes he may be able to “land his fish.”

Now, “last but not least,” comes your humble seribe, A.
B. Stainback, 06, Weldon, N. C. Owing to his timidity
he doesn’t toot his own horn very much. But he manages
to hold his own among the boys and is extremely fond of
the fair sex, even though he visits very seldom, owing to
heavy studying. He is a member of the Glee Club in both
vocal and instrumental parts. Having just recovered from
a spell of sickness when he was initiated, “Billy” was not
as severe on him‘as is customary but he found a vast differ-
ence between riding goats and horses.

After the initiation of these men, we had an elaborate
spread, which was greatly enjoyed by all, and ere we reached
our virtuous couches the dawn of day could be seen,

We are highly pleased with our Chapter this session
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and our prospects are very bright. We are still holding
our own with the other frats here and feel no hesitancy in
proclaiming our crowd as good as any in college.

Brother Pugh and your scribe, members of the Glee
Club, had a very pleasant trip with the club on the first of
March, and during the trip your secribe was fortunate
enough to spend several days at his home, keeping Bro-
ther Pugh over with him also.

Our base-ball team this session is one of the strongest
we have had in years. Brother Webb represents us there
and is holding Pi Kappa Alpha’s banner high in the air.

Brother Arthur will represent us at the Convention to
be held in Atlanta, Ga., next month and hopes to see every
Chapter well represented.

Brothers Webb and Arthur have been appointed Assis-
tant Managers for the coming commencement, Happy
will be the “fair ones” who wear these regalias

Brother Pugh attended the Y. M. C. A. Convention in
Spartanburg, S. C., last month as a delegate from Trinity,
and reports having had a grand time. He has also been
chosen as one of the debaters on the Sophomore debate to
be held next month.

Our Track team will be selected soon and we hope to be
well represented on this also.

Our roll now numbers ten members as follows;

Professor Ernest F. Hines, '00 Florence, S. C.
C. R. Pugh, '06, Wauchese, N, C.

C. B. Arthur, '06, Morehead City, N. C.

Paul Webb, '06, Morehead City, N, C.

A. B. Stainback, '06, Weldon, N. C.

W. J. Whitley, 07, Bonneaton, N. C.

W. M. Wells, ’07, Elm City, N. C.

L. G. Daniels, '07, Wauchese, N. C.

John MecCauless, '07, Salisbury, N. C,

W. H. Wallace, 07, Morehead City, N. C.

Alpha-Alpha sends greetings to all her sister Chapters.
Ashley B. Stainback.
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ALPHA-GAMMA.
Louisiana State University.

At this meeting there is little that will prove to be of
more than passing interest. The preparation of the An-
nual is now occupying the spare time of all connected with
the staff, as well as much of the time of the students in
assuming the proper attitude for the Camera.

For some time there has been a lively interest in class
base-ball games, and there seems to be good material for
a 'Varsity, but it seems that this year’s team will be forced
to take a back seat in athletics because of the financial con-
dition of the Association.

In referring to the Annual, it occurs to the seribe that a
circulation of the Annuals of all the colleges where we
have Chapters, would prove both interesting and instruc-
tive. Each Chapter could have one or more copies, and
when some plan of circulation was started, there would be
a copy of some school received every week by each Chap-
ter, which would furnish interesting reading while awaiting
the following issue of THE SHIELD AND DIAMOND.

The Foot-Ball Issue was very interesting, as well as
unique in conception,

Why not have the next issue complimentary ?—giving
pictures of twenty-four “Sisters”—one from each Chapter.

Are not our loyal Sisters as much a part of our Frater-
nity as our foot-ball champions?

There can be but one objection to our Sisters’ edition,
and that would be the difficulty in deciding which should
be chosen to represent “her” Chapter; but that could be
decided by the Sisters themselves.

As I write, my thoughts constantly revert to the Conven-
tion to be called to order to-morrow at Atlanta. Doubtless
it will be the greatest of all our Conventions.

With enthusiasm and new life so evident among our
Chapters, there is every reason to look for great results.
And I dare say that if our fondest wish were gratified,
we would all be there to-morrow, then it would indeed be
great. But some of us are unfortunate, such are those
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who must stay away ; let them resolve to exert renewed
energy in materializing all that is planned by the Conven-
tion.

Were it not a violation of the military regulations, I
would drink the health of II. K. A. to-night, and if the
crowd agreed to take the “nigh off” I would drink one to
Brother Arbuckle and Brother Smythe as well as all the
other officers, and lastly when “two morns rose over the
city,” (if possible) I would say: “Boys, here’s to expan-
sion, A. W, Buckner.

ALPHA-DELTA.
Georgia School of Technology.

It is with great pleasure that Alpha-Delta, the youngest
of the family, makes her first bow to her sister Chapters.
After much hunting, the following Brothers were found and
brought together on the night of February twenty-seventh:
Dr. H. B. Arbuckle, Iota; Ham, Psi; Burwold, Psi; Un-
derwood, Chi; Giles, Nu; and Smith, Tau. The object of
the meeting was the installation of Alpha-Delta Chapter,
and five worthy candidates were lead into the mysteries and
pleasures of our sacred brotherhood. We take great pleas-
ure in introdueing to our sister Chapters the following Bro-
thers;

John Zachry Collier, 06, Atlanta, Ga.

Paul Humber Connally, ’06, Dallas, Ga.

George Albertus Edwards, ’06, Crawfordsville, Ga.

Thomas Bagley Lamar, '04, Richland, Ga.

Claude Manly MeCord, 06, Atlanta, Ga.,
who, with Brother Burton-Hoyle Smith, an affiliate from
Tau, make up the personnel of Alpha Delta. At present
there are Chapters of ten other fraternities at the Georgia
Tech: Kappa Sigma, Kappa Alpha, Sigma Alpha Epsi-
lon, Sigma Nu, Phi Delta Theta, Phi Kappa Sigma, Alpha
Tau Omega, Chi Phi and Kappa Delta.

The feeling here between the frats. and non-frats. is only
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fairly good. We are very sorry to see the signs of what
promises to be a non-frat, organization, which has been or-
ganized under the head of a smoking club. We should and
do consider ourselves fortunate in having two officers of
our Fraternity, Drs. H. B. Arbuckle, C. P., and Theron H.
Rice, Jr., G. C., among our alumni in the ecity.

Among the other alumni are Dr. R. O. Flinn, pastor of
the North Avenue Presbyterian Church, Dr. C. B. Willmer,
Gamma, rector of St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, Ham, Psi;
Burwold, Psi; Giles, Nu; and Wilkinson, Chi.

We are also glad to find a few Pi sisters already here and
hope to have more before many moons have passed. I
write this letter at the request of Brother Edwards, our
Chapter correspondent, who is new at the business, but I
can promise you a good letter when he sends in his. We
are very sorry that we have no representative on the base-
ball team, but we hope to see many of our Brothers on the
visiting teams. Our team bids fair to hold a good claim to
the championship of the S.I. A. A. We have as our coach
Mr. J. W. Heisman, a gentleman who is recognized to be
at the head of his profession and who is undoubtedly with-
out a peer in the South. We are fortunate in establishing
a Chapter in an institution which offers so much to a young
man and which with the possible exception of the Massa-
chusetts Institnte of Technology, is the best of its kind in
the East. Here are offered courses in all the different
branches of engineering. The student body numbers nearly
five hundred for this year, which shows up well for an in-
stitution of its age—sixteen years. When any of our Bro-
thers are in the city, we will be more than glad to have
them call on us. We will be found at 411 Kaiser Building,
every Saturday night. Young as we are, we are very much
interested in the work of extension and hope to hear of
several new Chapters before the end of the year. We have
come to the conclusion that the best way to extend our Chap-
ter roll is for some Brother who is thinking of going to an-
other college, to go to one where we have no Chapter, pro-
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ceed to ‘‘get busy’’ and putin one. This seems to be about
the simplest solution of the problem that we can think of,
Let the good work of extension continue, and

“The banners of Garnet and Gold, long may they wave,
O’er our Sunny Southland, the home of the free and the brave.’»

Burton- Hoyle Smith.

ALPHA-BETA.
Centenary College.

It is with pleasure that Alpha-Beta again greets her sis-
ter Chapters. Our base-ball team left here Saturday to
play a series of six games before returning. The team ex-
pects to win four out of the six. Brother Reily plays third
base. Last session we lost every game except one, but we
hope to do better this time.

The frats here are not progressing very rapidly this year.
The Kappa Alpha’s and Kappa Sigma’s have each taken
one and we have not taken any. There will not be any ma-
terial here in several years if the same boys return. Bro-
ther Reily and I have had a lonesome time of it by our
selves, but as we are both coming back next session we ex-
pect to do better.

We are sorry that we could not be at the Convention.

In a little over a month we will be standing examinations
for the close of the school. With best wishes for the frat.
as a whole, and the individual Chapters, we close.

H. B, Munson.



T 1. F’)i'S.

Inorder to make this department complete and more interesting,
each member is earnestly requested to forward promptly to H. M.
MCALLISTER, 67 N. Sycamore Street, Petersburg, Va., any item of
news concerning a brother member, which may come under his no-
tice. If the item appears in a newspaper, clip it out, paste iton a
postal and forward as above, giving date and name of paper.

—Thomas L. Cannon, who was a member of the Frater-
nity in South Carloina, has a position in the clerical de-
partment of the Atlantic Coast Line railway, with head-
quarters in Petersburg, Va.

—William Almond Shepherd, Pi, who graduated from
Washington and Lee University in 1897, is a member of
the graduating class of 1904 at the Medical College of
Virginia, at Richmond, He is also instructor in several
classes at the Woman'’s College in that city.

—VWilliam Read Martin, Iota, who graduated from
Hampden-Sidney in 1902, is pursuing a course of medicine
at the University College of Medicine, in Richmond, Va.

—Wellford Bohannon Lorraine, of Iota, who graduated
from Hampden-Sidney in 1899, is studying medicine at
the Medical College of Virginia, Richmond, Va.

—W. B. Lyles, Xi, who graduated from the South
Carolina College, at Columbia, in 1897, will receive his de-
gree this year from the Medical College of Virginia, at
Richmond. All these men are splendid fellows and stand
high in their classes.

—John P. Leary, Xi, class 1897, who graduated in law
at the University of Virginia in 1899, is practicing his pro-
fesgon in Richmond, Va., with offices on Main street.

—VWilliam Gordon Belser, Xi, class 1897, South Caro-
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lina College, who graduated in law at the University of
Virginia in 1899, is practicing in Columbia, S. C.

—J. G. Hughes, class 1897, Xi, who graduated in law
at the University of Virginia in 1899, is practicing at
Union, S. C.

—George McCutchen, class 1897, Xi, after taking a
post-graduate course at the Chicago University, is adjunct
Professor of History at the South Carolina College, at
Columbia. Wilmont McCutchen, his brother, of the same
college and class, graduated in dentistry at the Maryland
University, and is located at Columbia, S. C., where he is
enjoying a fine practice.

—N. A. Orr, Tau, a member of the graduating class in
medicine at the University College of Medicine, at Rich-
mond, Va., is now resident physician at the Sheltering
Arms Hospital, at Richmond.

—dJohn Martin, 1903, Iota, has accepted a position as a
member of the faculty of the Berkley Military Academy,
Martinsburg, W. Va.

—E. 8. Cowles, Gamma, is a member of the class of 1906
at the University College of Medicine, at Richmond, Va.

—R. A. Stewart, who graduated with the Ph. D. degree
at the University of Virginia in 1901, now hold the chair
of French and German at the Woman'’s College, Richmond,

—The congregation of the Presbyterian Church of Berke-
ley Springs, W. Va., has extended a call to the Rev.
Shadia Moore Engle, pastor of a group of churches near
Parsons, W. Va. Mr. Engle graduated from Hampden-
Sidney College and was an enthusiastic member of Iota
Chapter.

—Through an inadvertency mention was made in the
February issue of the SHIELD AND Diamonp to Mr. E,
Stanley Brinkley, of Hampton, Va.,as a member of Gamma
Chapter of Pi Kappa Alpha.” Mr.;Brinkley is not a mem-
ber of the Pi Kappa!Alpha” Fraternity.
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—The Fraternity will read with sorrow the sad news of
the death of Mrs. Briscoe, wife of our beloved Brother of
Zeta. The sympathy, sincere and heartfelt, of all, is ex-
tended to our bereaved Brother:

“March 15th at 10:30 o’clock, Mrs. Will N. Briscoe, formerly
Miss Lynn Russell, died at her home, 1618 Clinch avenue, west,
after an illness of several weeks., The deceased leaves a husband
and two little children.

The news of the death of Mrs. Briscoe will be received with
general sadness throughout the city, where she was so well known
and where she was popular with a large circle of friends. She
and Will N. Briscoe were married six years ago.

She was a young woman highly esteemed, a member of one of
the oldest and best known families of the city, and was a consis-
tent member of the First Presbyterian Church. The deceased
was reared in this city, where she attended the city schools and
later the private institutions of the city, and she was beloved by
all who knew her. In the bereavement which has come over the
family, all have the tender sympathy of the entire community.

The funeral services will be conducted at the residence, Wed-
nesday afternoon at 3 o’clock, by Rev. James Park, D. D., pastor
of the first Presbyterian Church. The remains will be interred in
0ld Gray cemetery.”— Knoxzville Sentinel.

‘A telegram received here last evening announced the death at
her home in Knoxville, Tenn., of Mrs. W. N. Briscoe, a former
resident of this city. Mrs. Briscoe’s husband was a member of
the firm of Smith-Briscoe Shoe Company, and daring their vesi-
dence here they won a host of friends, everyone of whom enter-
tained for them the highest esteem. Mrs. Briscoe was a woman
of lovely character and sweet and lovable disposition, and the
announcement of her death will be received with deepest sorrow
by all who knew her. The telegram stated that Mrs. Briscoe
died at half past ten o’clock yesterday morning. The funeral will
take place today.”— News, Lynchburg, Va.

—Our Magazine is always glad to know of its popu-
larity, but especially appreciates and values such testimony
as the following from Rev. W. R. Wallace, Mu, Ellenton,
S. C., ““Enclosed find $2.00 for my subseription to SHIELD
AND DismoND. I do not feel like I could get along
without it.”’

‘‘Martinsburg, W. Va., March 16.—The Winchester Presbytery
met here in the Presbyterian Church last night in adjourned ses-
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sion. Rev. 8. M. Engle, fota, pastor of the Presbyterian Church
at Parsons, W. Va., who had been called to a charge at Davis, W.
Va., was permitted to decline it and to accept a call to the Berke-
ley Springs, W. Va., church.”

—The following from ¢‘The Richmond Times-Dispatch’’
March 30th, will be read with pride by all Pi’s:

“Theannual inter-society oratorical contest wassheld at Richmond
College last night. Every year three representatives from each of
the college literary societies, the Mu Sigma Rho and the Philolo-
gian, contest for the handsome gold medal which is awarded jointly
by these literary organizations. The interest is heightened by the
fact that the suceessful orator will represent Richmond College in
the Virginia State Inter-Collegiate Oratorical Contest.

The speakers and subjects were:

“Now,” Carter Ashton Jenkins; ‘A Southern Hero,” Frank
Lewis Hardy; “Fra Domenello, of Pesecid,” Douglass Southall
Freeman; ‘“Plea for the Abolition of the Death Penalty,” William
Eldridge Ross; "“The Law,"” Russell Holman Willis; ““America,”
William Vernon Thraves.

The flow of eloquence was splendid, and every subject was re-
sponded to with ability and credit to the speaker. After the
speeches had been made the judges retired to consider their deci-
sion. When they returned it was found that Dr. J. B. Hawthorne,
who has been endeared to the hearts of Richmond College students
by his friendly and able service on other similar occasions, had
been selected as spokesman. He paid a fitting tribute to every
speaker on the programme, but when he reached the end of his
remarks and declared thatithe speech of Mr. Willis, the sapeaker on
“The Law,” contained the merits of all and many more, and was,
therefore, entitled to the decision, the crowd went wild with ap-
probation. Thunderous applause greeted his statement, and the
successful speaker was borne around the room on the shoulders of
his enthusiastic friends.

The evening oration was pronounced by all who heard it to be a
gem,

Mr. Russell Holman Willis is a native of Lynchburg, Va., a
graduate of the Richmond College Law School, and prominent in
every branch of college life. He is a scion of an old Culpeper
family, He is also a member of Omicron Chapter, II. K. A., and
universally popular at the college.

The decision was generally pronounced to be both eminently just
and thoroughly popular.”

—The Herald originally and earnestly advoeated the re-
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turn of Hon. J. J. Owen, Hpsilon, to the legislature and
for two reasons. He had already done more work in the
interest of Virginia’s only Normal for girls, and because
other and necessary work remained to be done. It has been
gloriously consummated and the plume of our efficient rep-
resentative was ever seen waving in the very fore-front of
battle.—¢¢ Farmuville Herald,”’ March 18th.

—No name on our roll awakens more true II, enthusiasm
than that of McAllister. The three brothers have all served
II. K. A. loyally and devotedly, and any news of their hap-
piness and success will always give universal pleasure to
all I’s. Therefore it is with the very warmest congratula-
tions and showers of good wishes, that we publish the fol-
Jowing account of the marriage of J. Gray McAllister, taken
from the ‘‘Richmond Times-Dispatch,’”” March 27th. We
wish the young couple every joy and a long life of happiness;

MCALLISTER—RUSSELL,

“A May wedding in which many Richmond people are interested
is that of Miss Meta E. Russell, the daughter of Mr.and Mrs. Isaac
W. Russell, of Winchester, Va., to the Rev. James Gray McAllis-
ter, pastor of the Presbyterian Church at Farmville, Va. A recent
issue of the Winchester paper says:

‘Miss Russell is extremely popular among the younger social
circles of Winchester, and has been identified with church and
musical organizations. Her musical talent is conspicuous and her
charm of manner and attractive personality have given her wide
popularity.

Mr. McAllister is a brilliant young minister of the Presbyterian
Church in Virginia. Last year he held the chair of Hebrew at the
Union Theological Seminary, Richmond, Va., filling the place of
the Rev. W. W. Moore, who was in Europe for his health. Dur-
ing his connection with the Seminary in this capacity, Mr. McAl-
lister won for himself quite a reputation. Recently he was ap-
pointed to the pastorate at Farmville.” ”

—E. F. Koelle, Theta, who has done so much to extend
II. XK. A. in our Western territory, and to whom we owe
the revival of Eta, writes us February 19th:

‘I resigned my position at American Sugar Refinery Co.,
January 15th, and same day entered the U. 8. Custom
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House and am at present clerk in Naval office. Think I
can do much better, and as I am in Civil Service can feel
pretty safe for future. Was last week elected President of
7th Ward Central Republiean Club.”’

Best wishes for success will always follow you, Brother
Koelle.

—The following interesting account of our members at
the Virginia Polytechnic Institute, Blacksburg, Va., was
sent us by Brother Arthur F. Jackson, under date March
31st:

‘‘There are enough IT’s here this session to make a good Chapter
if it were not for the anti-fraternity regulations of the college.

Among the Post Graduates we have Brother J. Paris Palmer,
Phi, of Greenville, Va., who is pursuring his studies further in
Electrical Engineering, a course whichis very popular with our
men. In the Senior class of that course is Brother Maurice B.
Langhorne, lota, of Smithfield, Va. Brother Langhorne, besides
proving himself a star on the Senior Class foot-ball team last fall,
is playing in the left-field on the base-ball team this spring. Bro-
ther C. E. Bear, Phi, of Roanoke, Va.,'is also a Senior, and although
he had his hands full with his specialty, foot-ball, he found time
to take a course in Agricultural Chemistry extra. His extra
studies could not hold him up here long after the foot-ball season
was over.

Brother Junius B. Lamb, Gamma, of Williamsburg, Va., and
Brother Alfred W. Taylor, Zeta, of Knoxville, Tenn., are the men
we have in the Junior Class. Brother Lamb is studying to be an
Electrical Engineer, and Brother, Taylor is working in Agricul-
tural Chemistry.

The Sophomore Class has had three II. K. A.s in it, but Bro-
ther J. C. Morehead, Pi, of Pulaski, Va., left College about the
middle of the session. Brother Sidney 8. Hughes, Gamma, of
Norfolk, and Brother Taylor Garnet, Gamma, of Matthews, Va.,
are still hard at work learning all about Electrical Engineering.

We would not have had a representative in the Freshman
Class had not Brother Harvey 8. Gill, Omicorn of Petersburg,
Va., come in at the beginning of the second term to study Civil
Engineering. He was urged to try for the base-ball team, but
did not apply because hewas sick about the opening of the prac-
tice season. The writer (Upsilon) of West Point, Ga., is General
Secretary and Physical Director of the College Young Men’s
Christian Association.
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The Brothers up here in the mountains send greetings to their old
Chapters and their sister Chapters, and we hope that the prinei-
ples which we stand for will take hold more and more deeply on
every man in the Fraternity.”'

—The following note concerning our Brother will be a
source of pleasure and gratitude toall II’s: ‘At the meet-
ing of the Lebanon Presbytery which convened in Mur-
freesboro on March 16th, Rev. E. B, Ingram, Rho, was elect-
ed as one of the two delegates to the General Assembly
which will convene in Dallas, Texas.”’

This is another honor which our esteemed Brother is well
qualified to accept.

—The General Office has received some very pleasant
letters from correspondents, the following extracts from
which will be read with interest by the Fraternity:

“I have the success of the Fraternity at heart and find great

pleasuze in reading its literature.”
Van Frierson, Lowisville, Ky., Theta.

“THE SHIELD AND DIAMOND has been regularly received and
read by me with much pleasure. It gets better and better each
year, which reflects great credit upon the officers of the Fraternity.”

F. 8. McCandlish, Washington, D. C., Gamma.

—Brother J. Baird French, Zeta, now a newspaper man
in Texas, will marry Miss Alice Miller, of Knoxville, Tenn.,
April 26th, at Church Street M. E. Church, South. Bro-
ther French has our congratulations and our good wishes
are extended to both parties.

—Rev. E. M. Craig, Iota, Ex.-Grand Chaplain and
a most enthusiastic Brother, writes us under date of the
19th instant, regarding his work as Secretary Evangelist
of Home Missions of North Alabama Presbytery, in Bir-
mingham, Ala. :

‘‘Have had charge of this work six months and have seen a finan-
cial improvement in that time of over $2,500.”

He also expresses regret at not being able to attend the
Convention and renews his subscription to the Magazine,
with pleasant expressions as to the progress we are making.
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VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY— A SKETCH.

Vanderbilt University, situated in the City of Nashville,
Tennessee, is too well known to people throughout this
land, especially the South, for me to take much space in
commenting upon it. To us at Vanderbilt its history is
full of interest; to the people of Nashville it is a source
of pride; and to our entire South, as it has figured so
much in the educational development, its past history is so
linked with its growth that no story of its development can
be told without acknowledging the part that this institu-
tion has played in the great drama.

In 1873 Commodore Cornelius Vanderbilt came to the
rescue of Bishop McTyeire, with his financial aid and made
his first donation of $500,000. How much this meant to
the educational interests of our land can never be estima-
ted. Suffice it to say that it gave an impetus to educational
development that can never be checked.

Mr. Vanderbilt did not stop with his first donation but,
realizing the great opportunity which presented itself to
him, he made other gifts. Following the example of the
Founder, other members of that family have dealt kindly
with the institution, and, as a result, to-day there exists in
the City of Nashville the magnificent institution, which is
pre-eminently the leading institution in the land of Dixie.

In 1875 the Academic Department opened its first ses-
sion with an attendance of one hundred and fifteen stu-
dents, under the direction of ten instructors, and with a
limited range of subjects of study. The standard then
was not that of the present day, but it was no fault of the
University. The conditions of education in the South ex-
isting at that time explain these deficiencies. But to-day
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things have become changed, just as times and conditions
have, and we find an institution that maintains such high
ideals, that the Colleges and Universities of the North
and East have acknowledged the quality of her work by
granting a charter for a Chapter of “Phi Beta Kappa,”
which is a society based on scholarship. If you should
ask, what right is there to claim for Vanderbilt University
such a high rank in educationl lines? Then the answer
must come, because no other institution in the South has
been granted a charter for Phi Beta Kappa since the North-
ern and Eastern Colleges, after investigating the character
of their work, have not deemed their position to be such
as to justify it.

Since a tree is to be judged by its fruit, so may one ex-
amine the past history of the growth of the South, and
there will be found the greatest testimonial to the efficiency
of this institution.

Since 1875 the growth of Vanderbilt University has been
remarkable. To-day, instead of one department with one
hundred and fifteen students, there are seven large and fully
equipped departments, interested in the upbuilding of the
whole University, with an enrollment of over nine hundred
students from all sections of our country.

While great stress has been put upon the Academic De-
partment and a constant endeavor has been made to keep
its standard high, the professional departments have not
been neglected. Care and vigilance have been taken to
improve each department as soon as the conditions would
permit.

The University is proud of its Medical Department, and
is it not proper that it should be? Basing the assumption
of its superiority upon the number and quality of its labo-
ratories, which are now conceded to be the most convine-
ing measure of any institution devoted to the teaching of
science, and upon its method of instruction, as carried on
by an able corps of instructors, will not the department
bear comparison with any institution south of the Mason
and Dixon line and many beyond it? The course of in-
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struction in the beginning covered a course of two years,
but this length of time was deemed too short and soon it
was changed to three years. But this change was not suf-
ficient, so at present there are four sessions of six months
each. Another favorable feature of the department is its
nearness to the City Hospital, which is one of vital im-
portance.

Space will not permit of a discussion of each depart-
ment, but suffice it to say that a careful examination of
each will plainly demonstrate with what care and skil-
fulness the curriculum of each has been mapped out.
What has been said with reference to the quality of work
and equipment for the same of the Academic and Medical
Departments will appropriately fit the case of each of the
others, namely, the Law, Dental, Engineering, Pharmaceu-
tical and Theological Departments. Other than the quality
of work done at Vanderbilt University, there are other at-
tractions that lend to the pleasantness of college life. To
those who have once seen the Vanderbilt campus, it is
needless to speak of its beauty, but to those who have
never had the opportunity, it can be said that human
hands, aided by nature’s endowment, have presented a
landscape that is one of the prides of the University.

With a complete system of dormitories, there is that op-
portunity to mingle with one’s fellow-students. This is an
essential feature to college life. It is the means of de-
veloping a strong sentiment, commonly known as “college
spirit.” Take away the opportunity of association with
students from all sections throughout our land, and one
might as well be at home reading his text-books there, for
a well rounded character does not come from simply de-
vouring text-books, but coupled with this must be added
the benefit to be derived from coming in contact with stu-
dents from other localities than where one has been reared.
There is need of this association to give one the polish
that is necessary to a man who is to become a factor in
after life. Association gives one the velvetry appearance,
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but underneath there is that by which a man’s worth is
reckoned.

To Athleties a place is given, since it is the opinion of
those in charge that as the mind is exercised and given
development, so also must the body have such treatment
that it may keep pace with the intellectual growth, A well
equipped Gymnasium, under the direction of an experi-
enced director, is open to all students. In addition there
is on the east side of the campus an athletic field, suited
and equipped for base-ball, foot-ball and track work. Are
these disadvantages ? The answer must come in the nega-
tive, The occasions of Inter-Collegiate Contests afford
opportunities of uniting the student body of any institu-
tion, since on those days, all personal difficulties are put
aside, and with love for the Alma Mater, the students, one
and all, rally around its standard and cheers its heroes on.

Vanderbilt University stands for that which is highest
in the development of a perfect man, be it intellectually,
morally or physically. The “Honor System” is main-
tained, and each student is considered a gentleman until
proven otherwise. No attempt is made to watch a student
with the intention of finding him out, but each one is con-
sidered a gentleman, and the moral sentiments are such that
his Honor is a bond stronger than all the iron-clad rules.
This sentiment exists in every feature of the college life,
and Vanderbilt University stands for purity of athletics,
and athletics conducted only in a sportsmanlike manner,

J. B. Williamson.
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