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SKETCH OF XI. 

CHAPTER V. 

The last year of the existence of fraternities at the South 
Carolina College began most favorably. The number of 
students in the college was steadily increasing, and the in
stitution was growing more into that popular favor which 
it had formerly possessed. Though the Fraternities were 
not on too rapid a growth, they were in a splendid condi
tion, and were building on a more solid and conservative 
principle. None of the Fraternity meri thought that the 
session of 1896-97 would close the careers of their Chapters, 
but the end of them was near at band. 

Of the membership of Xi in June, 1896, only George 
McCutchen, Carson and Hughes returned to guide the Chap
ter through the closing year. Flinn had completed the 
course he was pursuing, and entered the insurance business 
in IVIempbis, Tenn. Leary remained n.t his home in Rich
mood , Va., on account of a spell of sickness at the begin
ning of the session, and snbsequently accepted a position in . . 
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a bank in Richmond. Lyles became a pedagogue, and W. 
L. McCutchen spent a session at home. 

Our Chapter was still following its conservative policy, 
and did very little "rushing," but secured what it did 
"rush." Only one man was asked during this session to 
wear the Shield and Diamond, and he accepted. He was 
Richard B. Belser, of Summerton, S. C. Belser was a 
brother ofW. Gordon Belser, who was a member of Xi and 
who graduated in 1895 with excellent record. Richard 
Belser proved a most creditable addition to our number, and 
made a good stand in the Sophomore class, which he entered. 

It was in February when the Legislature was in session 
that the Fraternities at the South Carolina College received 
their death blow at the hands of the State legislators. For 
some time the Fraternity men were not aware of the fact 
that the anti-Fraternity men in College were endeavoring 
to accomplish the abolition of the Fraternities through the 
Legislature: Some of the most prominent men in the 
Legislature expressed the opinion that no notice would be 
taken of a bill intermeddling in the local affairs of the Col
lege. If some effort had been made to kill the bill, it very 
likely would have met its death in the State Senate. But 
the assurances of several Senators, who had too exalted an 
opinion of senatorial dignity, probably brought about the 
banishment of Fraternities from theSout.h Carolina College, 
and the prohibition of them in all the other State institu
tions. An acoount of the tight against Fraternities and 
their final abolition in the South Carolina College was 
published in the Shield and Diamond of March, 1897. So 
this sketch will not enter into the details of the matter. 

The Act prohibited the existence of secret Greek letter or
ganizations in any of the State Institutions after July 1, 1897. 

This session is a most eventful one in the history of the 
College. In addition to the fight against the Fraternities, 
there was in May, 1897, a disgraceful row on the College 
Athletic Field between the students on one side and the po
lice and some of the State Militia on the other. The militia 
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was not on the field to quell the students, and the unfortu
nate clash was by no means the students' fault. For years 
the Athletic Field had been used for the inspection of the 
Columbia militia companies, but alwa.ys by special permis
sion of the President of the College. The trouble occurred 
on May 27. Permission had been obtained for the use of 
the field a few days previous, but for some reason the in
spection was not held then. Without having the permission 
renewed the two companies were marched on the field, 
where a match game of base-ball was iu progress There 
was enough room for the inspection of the troops outside 
of the ball diamond, but Watts ordered the students to 
move back. They refused to do it. Major Benjamin Sloan, 
acting President, in absence of Dr. James Woodrow, was 
told that the troops had permission from Dr. Woodrow for 
the use ofthegrounds on that day, which they did not have. 
So Major Sloan advised the boys to move back, believing it 
to be the truth. The boys obeyed, but would not run, and 
were overtaken by the troops, who had been ordered for
ward to "clear the field." As one of the College ball-players 
stepped between the two companies to get out the way of the 
advancing troops a member of one of the companies struck 
at him with his gun, whereupon the student proceeded to 
retaliate by using a bat. A policeman caught the bat, and 
was ordered to arrest the student. A number of boys rushed 
up and endeavored to get the policeman to release their 
fellow-student. The officer began using his elub as the boys 
crowded around him. Two or three of the Militia were in 
the row. One student had his skull crushed by a blow from 
the policeman's club, and that officer was considerably in
jured, and probably would have been killed had not some 
cooler heads among the students prevailed. Watts was 
tried by a court martial and found guilty of everything 
with which he was charged. However, the Legislature 
took no action in the matter, and he was not removed from 
office. Yet, the next summer he was retired to private life 
by a vote of the people of the State. 

In June, Dr. James Woodrow, the learned and venerable 
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President of the College, sent to the Board of Trustees his 
resignation, to take effect at the close of the session. Dr. 
Woodrow had been President since 1891, and as he was in 
his seventieth year, he desired to be relieved of the exact· 
ing duties of the Presidency. His resignation was a great 
loss to the College. A deep and accurate scholar, he was 
at the same time a most excellent business man. Indeed, he 
was the most wonderful combination in mental attainments 
I have ever known. Educated in both the New World and 
the Old World, he had a wealth of knowledge possessed by 
few men. When Dr. Woodrow spoke he had foundation 
for his opinions, and could substantiate what he said. He 
is now President of the Central National Bank, of Colum
bia, S. C. 

Xi had few men during 1896-97, but it is not boasting to 
say that they stood as high, both individually and collec
tively, as any Chapter in College. Even one of the bitter
est anti· Fraternity men said: the only thing that could be 
said against our Chapter was that it was a secret organiza
tion. Our men stood high iu the estimation of the Faculty 
and students alike. Carson was an editor of the CaTolinian 
and was elected .Junior Orator from the Euphradian Socie· 
ty, but did not serve on account of the withdrawal of the 
Fraternity men from the Societies. George McCutchen was 
President of the Junior class, and led it. Belser stood third 
in the Sophomore class. Hughes, our only member in the 
Senior class, was President of it; was First Vice-President 
of the Pan-Hellenic League, and was selected as one of the 
Commencement speakers. 

The last Pan-Hellenic ball and banquet was held in 
Clark's Hall, Tuesday night, June 29th. Itwasagreataf
fair. Many old Fraternity men returned and attended it. 
and a number of toasts were responded to with great spirit 
and Fraternity loyalty. 

So with the close of the College year of 1896-97 the 
Chapters of eight leading Fraternities quietly gave up their 
Chapter organizations in the interest of harmony in the 
College, whose welfare they desired to promote, rather 
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than resist a law, though an unjust one to man and society. 
Chapters of Chi Psi, Kappa Alpha, Alpha Tau Omega, 
Kappa Sigma, Sigma Nu, Chi Phi, Sigma Alpha Epsilon 
and Pi Kappa Alpha ceased to exist as organized Chapters 1 

and to their credit and honor not a single case of sub rosa 
existence has since been known. 

* * :.j: * * * * * * * * 
At the close of this sketch, it might be well to write 

something concerning the members of Xi at the South Caro
Hna College since the abolition of Fraternities there. 

In 1897-98 there were four of the old Xi men to return
A. C. Carson, George McCutchen, Richard Belser and W. 
L. McCutchen. They were reinforced by J. J. Murray, of 
Mu. Carson and George McCutchen represented the Eu
phradian Society in the annual debate with the Clarioso
phic Society. Carson was Euphr:adian Valedictorian.at the 
Commencement celebration, and McCutchen was Orator on 
Class Day, while both graduated at the top of their class 
and were Commencement speakers. Both George and Wil
mot McCutchen were on the Carolina staff during the ses
sion. Wilmot McCutchen played center field on the base
ball team and was elected Captain for the following year. 
All the men stood well in their respective classes. 

W. G. Belser, a graduate of '95, and J. G. Hughes, a 
graduate of '97, returned to the South Carolina College in 
1898-99, and entered the Law Department, A. V. Russell, 
of Mu, also entered College and took a special course. 
Only W. L. McCutchen and J. J. Murray of the number 
in 1897-98 came back. Richard Belser did not return on 
account of ill health. Gordon Belser entered the Junior 
law class just after the Christmas holidays. He repre
sented the Euphradian Society in the contest with the Olario
sophi~s for the South Carolina CollegeJ,I representative at 
the Southern Inter-State Oratorical contest held at the 
University of Virginia, in May, 1899, and won over four 
able competitors. His speech was an excellent one, and he 
has ably represented the College in the conte!!l!tf with the 
leading institutions of the South. In addition to law, Hughes 



6 TIJE SHIBLD .AND DIAMOND. 

was pursuing a post -gr::~tduate course iu the College. He 
represented the Euphradian Society in the Inter-Society 
Oratorical contest; was Editor-in-Chief of the Om·olinian, 
the monthly magazine; manager of the base-ball team; and 
Editor-in-Chief of The Ga1·net and Black, the .first Annual 
published at the South Carolina College, and which will ap
pear in October, 1899. W . L. McCutchen was Captain of 
the base-ball team; Valedictorian from the Eupbradian So
ciety, and au assistant editor of The Garnet and Black. On 
account of a spell of sickness lasting through the final ex
aminations, McCutchen was unable to serve as Valedicto
ian, and did not graduate, but will return in the fall of 
1899 to stand his final Senior examination. Murray was 
forced to leave College about the middle of the session from 
a severe attack of typhoid fever. Of those winning class 
honors for the year, were Belser and Hughes in Junior 
Law, Hughes in Graduate work, and Russell in Special 
Course. McCutchen and Murray were not graded on ac- · 
count of absence from final examinations. 

In 1899-1900, McCutchen will return and take his di
ploma the first part of the session. Murray will be a Ju
nior. In June, 1900, Hughes will take A . M. and LL.B., 
while Belser will complete the law course with the degree 
of LL . B. 

* * * * * * * * * * * Such is a sketch of Xi and of the College careers of her 
men at the South Carolina College from the establish
ment of the Chapter in 1891 to the banishment of Fra
ternities in 1897, together with some account of the mem 
bers of the Pi Kappa Alpha Fraternity at the College since 
that time. It is to be regretted that the work of our Chap
ter bad to cease, for it was in a prosperous condition and 
would undoubtedly have done a great work for Pi Kappa 
Alpha and continued one of its strongests pillars. How· 
ever, it is to be hoped that there is a brighter day in the 
near future, when prejudice and narrowness of mind will 
rule no longer, and South Carolina's institutions of learn
ing will again be an open field for the noble and elevated 
work of College Fraternities. J. G. Hughes. 

(CONCL UDED.) 



CO::IITRIBUTIONS. 7 

MEMORIES OF 'l'HE KNOXVILLE CONVENTION. 

So many pleasant thoughts and memories of the glorious 
time spent in Knoxville from June 20th to 22nd pass 
through our mind, that it is hard indeed to prepare auy ac
count for the information of the unfortunate ones who were 
not present. It is hard to know where to start, and once 
started, there is so much to say that it is hard to be able 
to find a stopping place. All we have to say is, that those 
who did not come to the tenth Convention, missed an op
portunity to enjoy one of the pleasantest and largest con
ventions that Pi Kappa Alpha has ever had. 

There was Wiley, eager that every II should meet all 
of the Knoxville girls; and you were sure of a welcoming 
smile when presented by such a favorite as Wiley. By a 
unanimous vote of the Convention it was decided that with 
the ladies he was the most popular man in Knoxville, and 
when introduced by him, it gave the fortunate one a sure 
place iu the good graces of the fair sex. There was Rna
son, who wanted everyjmember to leave the hotel and come 
and stay at his house; open hearted, loyal and generous 
fellow that he is. And Hunter and Powers and the rest of 
them who did not want a single member to put his hand in 
his pocket nor pause for a moment, when ou,t of the Con
vention, but be going on some pleasure trip all the time. 

All who attended this Convention were met at the depot 
by the committee of local men and escorted to the hotel in 
royal style. As soon as the inner and outer man was re
freshed, another committee would seize upon him for a ride 
or a drive or some such pleasure. At the close of each 
session, some local member would announce an hour for the 
delegates to meet and they would then be offered a ride or 
a dance or anything they chose. Some would go to one and 
some to the other, and all would come back filled with grat
itude and praise for the untiring attention and hospitality 
of these Knoxville Il's. 

The first session of the Convention was devoted to the 
pleasant duties of hearing the graceful words of welcome 
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to Knoxville and to Tennessee, as voiced by the talented and 
eloquent brother, Edwin ·wiley. Our prominent and en
thusiastic brother, H. W. Arbuckle, whose presence at this 
meeting was so beneficial and so inspiring to the members, 
pleasingly expressed the thanks to this address, on behalf 
of the visiting members. Our nobleS. C., Floyd Hughes, 
to whose untiring devotion and earnest work at the Conven
tion we owe so much, then took charge of the meeting and 
announced the first order of business as the reports of the 
Supreme Officers. The ''Dagger and Key" will show these 
in full. Suffice it to say, that these reports showed the 
Fraternity to be in excellent condition and the Grand Trea
surer reported a larger credit balance in the treasury than 
at any previous Convention and not one cent of debt. A.s 
can be imagined, the applause to this statement was loud 
and continued. The various standing committees were 
then appointed, and to them was turned over the most im
portant work of the Convention. 

A happy selection was made in the appointment of 
Brother Arbuckle as chairman of a committee to carefully 
read over the Ritual and Constitution and report upon any 
changes which suggested themselves. From this commit
tee a very valuable report was received, which resulted in 
very beneficial changes in the Constitution. The other 
committees also deserve the thanks for the earnest manner 
in which they took up their respective duties. After the 
appointment of these committees, the dinner hour having 
arrived, the Convention adjourned. 

The most enjoyable session of the Convention was held 
that afternoon, when a report was received from each Chap
ter representative present. The writer has attended all but 
one of the ten Conventions and has never heard more grati
fying and encouraging reports than those made on behalf 
of the Chapters to the Knoxville Convention. We deeply 
regret that no stenographer was present to take down these 
reports in full, for we believe their publication would grati
fy beyond expression the members of the Fraternity. As 
it is, an effort is being made to I!Jecure these reports as far as 
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possible from the members, and they will be published in 
the "Dagger and Key." Nu reported the possession of the 
finest Chapter House at Woodford. Theta has $1500 for 
her house, which will be completed before the next Con
vention. Chi reported a large sum in hand for her house, 
and others have movements started for their houses. Beta 
reported that she could have had a fine Chapter House, 
but the Faculty would not permit of it. As it is, her Chap
ter Hall is handsomely furnished at a cost of some $1200. 
. In the matter of honors Rho showed almost a clean sweep 

and Theta reported the taking of nine out of the possible 
eleven offered. This statement she further strengthened 
by saying that the other two prizes they did not try for, 
which is fortunate for the balance of the College. We are 
proud of Chi and her honors in the field and in the class 
room and with the literary publications. The report of her 
delegate was listened to.with intense interest, for we realized 
her hard position and appreciate and applaud the gallant 
fight she has made. The record of the past year shows 
what stuff is in her men. Particularly gratifying was the 
report of all the Chapters concerning the prospects for next 
year . The large per cent of every Chapter will return and 
our baby Tau who has done so well this year, gave us a 
promise of big things for the coming year. 

It seems that the railroad companies had an especial spite 
against some of our delegates, for Broth-er Mooney, of 
Theta, did not arrive until the afternoon of our last session, 
having been in one wreck and having missed connections 
not less than four times! We always heard it was unlucky 
to travel with ministers! And there was Jennings, of Phi, 
so busy with his gi.r:l that he mistook the dates of the Con
vention. They got there in time for the banquet however, 
which showed their long head, and both of them gave us 
a splendid report for their Chapters. We regret that they 
could not have been with us during the active work of the 
sessions, for we think they would have benefited by it and 
we would have been glad of their advice. 

And nothing remains to be accounted for but the ban-
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quet, and our pen is not able to convey to you a correct im
pression of this crowning courtesy of a most hospitable en
tertainment on the part of Zeta and Alumnus Iota. At 
the close of the morning session on the 21st, Brother Hun. 
ter in his charming style, extended the invitation for the 
members to attend a banquet that night after the afternoon 
session. It is needless to say we all did. 

When we entered the banquet hall, which was given in 
the same room in which our sessions were held, a beautiful 
sight met the eye. In the first place, we have neglected to 
say that this hall had been tastefully decorated for our ses
sions. Opposite to the entrance door was a huge picture 
containing the painted design of our badge with the Dagger 
and Key, beautifully framed, which belongs to Zeta. On 
one side of the hall was the original old charter of Zeta, 
which was of much historic interest to the members. Around 
the wall were other pictures of the Fraternity groups and 
charters. Around the cornice and over the windows were 
festoons, ribbons and designs in old gold and garnet. Im
agine these by electric light with the white table in the 
centre of the room profusely covered with flowers and ferns 
and the Fraternity emblems everywhere. Even the cakes 
had the magic letters II K. A. in the centre, surrounded by 
a circle of alternate old gold and garnet icings. The ices 
were in the colors of the Fraternity, and the menu cards 
were bound together with the same mystic colors. 

After the inner man had been satisfield with the bounti
fal spread, Brother Powers, acting as toast-master, called 
upon Brother Arbuckle for a sketch of that famous Conven
tion at Hampden-Sidney which revised our former govern
ment and revolutionized the Fraternity. This was given 
in Brother Arbuckle's splendid style 7tnd proved of deep 
interest. Brother Hughes was then introduced and gave 
an account of the Convention of 1876 at Yellow Sulphur 
Springs, Va. The Grand Treasurer being calleu on then 
gave a sketch of the beginning and early life of the SHIELD 
AND DIAMOND with an account of the establishment of Nu 
and Beta Chapters. Naturally our meeeting could not have 
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been complete without a toast to our gracious and lovely II 
sit~ters; and who more :fitting to respond to this toast than 
the Beau Brummel of the Convention, Edwin Wiley. This 
was given in beautiful and chaste words and the Convention 
then adjourned sine die. 

The entire company then went to the front of the hotel 
to bid god-bye to Brothers Hughes and Arbuckle who took 
the midnight train for their respective homes. The next 
morning, practically all the delegates had left, each one 
carrying with him tender recollections of the pleasant inter
course with his Brothers at the Convention, and warm and 
grateful memories of the gracious hospitality received from 
the Knoxville men. Now we have all separated, possibly 
we may never meet again, but each of us has a personal ap
preciation of the others merits, and each a pleasant memory 
of the coming together. 

Robert A. Smyth. 

FRATERNITY COURTESY AND MORALITY • . 
In the May issue of The Record of Sigma Alpha Epsilon 

there is an article which purports to be a reply to my com
munication on the above subject in a previous issue of the 
SHIELD AND DIAMOND. 

The Record states it has been handed in by "a Virginia 
undergraduate." I have read the article with great care 
with the desire to discover why The Record considered it 
to be so specific as to authorship; why was it necessary to 
say an "undergraduate," and why specifically a "Vir
ginia" undergraduate 1 The Virginia. part of it I was com
pelled to give up. So far as my knowledge goes the aver
age Virginia undergraduate is no smarter, nor is he any 
more stupid than the same animal from Florida or any
where else. All I can make out of it is, it is a superfluous 
objective. But why undergraduate Y I thought I could 
detect in the atmosphere a feeling of pleasure on the part . 
of The Record that my argument was so easily and so sue-
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cessfully knocked into smithereens by an "undergrad nate." 
Further study, however, convinced me this was doing The 
Reeord injustice; it knows better than that. I therefore 
reached the conclusion that The Rec01·d desired to bespeak 
the charitable judgment of the readers upon the logical 
crudities, and the e:xceeding undergraduate condition of 
the perceptive faculties and discriminating powers of the 
writer. I would not now reply to the article but that the 
editor of the SHIELD AND DIAMOND has suggested it. 

I take the following liberal extract from this "reply," 
that the reader may get a comprehensive and just view of 
the argument : 

•'The fraternity whose laws are framed to prevent resignation, 
and which, despite this, reserves the right to expel is guilty, says 
Mr. Hill, of "an inconsistency in its system;" it approves a prin
ciple whicn is ''unphilosophical, unjust and immoral." By way 
of bringing conviction he writes: "If several men claim the right 
to drive me hence when they please, they, ipso facto, give me the 
the right to go hence when I please." The statement is highly 
plausible and lacks nothing to recommend it but a slight founda
tion in fact. Let us apply Mr. Hill's theorem a little wider. The 
law of the land has the right, under ce.rtain conditions, to execute 
men; therefore, men have a right to commit suicide. If the law 
has a "right to send me hence, ipso facto, I have a right to go 
hence." The case is pertinent and precisely analogous, deviating 
in no essential particular from the protasis and apodosis of Mr. 
Hill's conditional. The law has a right to execute, the Fraternity 
to expel-this is well enough; now, if the Fraternities' right to ex
pel postulates a corresponding right to withdraw, wby does not 
the law's right to e:xecute argue a corresponding right to commit 
suicide? 

Shades of Plato! What a deduction ! The matter of 
withdrawing from a society declared to be "precisely anal
ogous" to suicide. To begin, does not the writer know 
that suicide is never justifiable under any circumstances Y 
That it is a violation of the law of God which declares 
"Thou shalt not kill." Does not the undergraduate know 
that even if a true logic from the actions of human law did 
permit suicide, that yet a higher law forbade it; and there
fore it could not be right for us "to go hence" in any such 
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way? But to save time let me give this Virginia under
graduate an illustration that is "pertinent and precisely 
analogous" to mine from the sphere he has chosen. "The 
law of the land has th.e right, under certain circumstances, 
to expatriate a citizen . Reciprocally, any citizen can with
draw from his native land and renounce allegiance to it 
when he is no longer in accord with its laws and customs." 
This is a fact; its analogy to my argument will be apparent 
to the undergraduate, while the more he ponders his own 
illustration the more he will be convinced of its utter dis
cordance with the matter in hand . 

I take another extract containing the second argument 
against my position: 

Again, Mr. Hill thinks that a man· who joins a Fraternity, with 
no alternative of resignation, "signs away his personal liberty in 
perpetuity." To make such a contract "no man has the power, 
even if he had the wish." He says that an organization which 
compells life-membership, without the possibility of resignation, 
"advertises itself an illegal tyranny." We strongly dissent. It 
is in the very nature of rationality, constituting the differentia 
between man and beast, that human actions look far into the fu
ture. What is a life-purpose but a resolution which is insistent 
and persistent throughout the whole of life? "1'ill death us do 
part" signifies to the newly married the perpetual, continuing 
bond of matrimony. Does Mr. Hill regard matrimony inequitable 
and immoral on that account? Or would he consider the church 
an "illegal tyranny" because its membership entails vows which 
no lapse of time can abrogate?" 

There is absolutely nothing in all this. The author 
knows very well that when two persons enter into marriage 
bonds they are fully informed as to its perpetuity, and this 
is one reason why, instead of living loosely together, they 
take upon themselves vows; but he also knows thali the 
average man, who joins a fraternity, thinks he can resign 
when he is no longer in sympathy with it, and so he can 
from ours. 

But again, the author probably has heard of such a thing 
as divorce, and divorce knocks his whole plea into "inocu
ous disnetnde." 

With regard to church membership, the Virginia under-



14 TilE S!IIELD AND DIAMOND. 

graduate is no more fortunate than elsewhere, for a man 
can be expelled, and can also withdraw with equal ease. 

The above is a fair sample of the objections urged up to 
date in favor of the requirements of some fraternities which 
reserve to themselves the right to expel, but refuse the 
right to resign under any circumstances. 

The letters which have come to me from representatives 
of several fraternities, commending the righteousness of 
my position, have given me great pleasure. I wish I could 
publish them, but the writers withhold their c.onsent and 
I cannot violate confidence. Of this one thing, however, 
I feel assured: If they live up to their professions there 
will be a modfiication of Fraternity laws in this direction 
not many years hence. 

Robert Hill. 



BETA. 

Davidson College. 

The present session bas opened with more men than last 
year, and seems to contain a great deal of Fraternity ma
terial which will give all the Fraternities here a better foot 
ing. The number of the Medical students are fewer than 
in former years. I was the only member of Beta to return 
and I must say that I feel rather "blue" over "'Beta's out
look. But Brothers Clark and Pope came to help Beta get 
a footing. We take pleasure in introducing to the Frater
nity Brother Wilson H. McKay, of Rock Hill, S. C. 

From the way the boys are starting out it seems that 
there is going to be a great deal of interest taken in foot
ball this year. 'rhe Faculty have allowed us four games 
"off the Hill" this year. The boys immediately took ad· 
vantage of the permission and played Clemson College last 
Saturday, but unfortunately met with defeat and sore 
muscles. 

The men we lost last year are engaged in various occupa
tions. Brother Clark expects to follow the railroad business 
in Texas, Brother Adams is attending a Business College in 
Atlanta preparatory to starting in business. Brother Laf
ferty bas not fully decided yet what line of business be in
tends to follow, Brother Robinson is staying at his home in 
Rock Hill, S. C. I will close by sending Beta's best wishes 
for a successful year to all Chapters. 

Jno. F. Dunn. 

• 
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GAM.IJ£A. 

William and Mary . 

It is with a joyful heart that your scribe pauses amidst 
the pleasures and gaities of the vaca.tion to write this, the 
first letter of the approaching session, because he is remind
ed that the next issue of THE SHIELD AND DIAMOND, which 
will open up between the sister Chapters of Pi Kappa Al
pha a free and brotherly interchange of ideas, is near at 
hand. He is further reminded that it is time to return with 
renewed efforts to the dear old Alma Mater, where we can 
utilize to the very best advantage the golden moments of 
early manhood. Probably the greatest reason for your 
scribe's joyful heart is that he can see stamped on the 
brows of Gamma's sons as they return to the "Old Burg," 
such determination as will insure a glorious future for Pi 
Kappa Alpha at William and Mary. 

At present our boys are scattered throughout the States 
of Virginia and North Carolina, enjoying the pleasures of 
their respective localities. Oue spends his evenings in com
pany with a certain little girl gliding gently over the beau
tiful moonlit waters of the York. Another being not so 
fond of sailing, but of a hustling temperament, will be 
heard of first in Maryland, then Norfolk, and a few days 
later we see from the county paper that he attended a dance 
in Gloucester the next evening. Brother Williams has 
been busily occupied during most of the summer in assist
ing in some meetings in Mathews County. We trust that 
the brother's throat has not been impaired by leading the 
choir and hope he will be able to resume his accustomed 
seat in the chapel. At this writing we are glad to know 
that his summer labors are over, aud that he is refreshing 
himself with a visit to Brother Stephens at his home in 
Gloucester. Querry: What will George do with William 
when he takes his moonlight sails? 

Brothers Spruill and Warriner are spending their vaca
tions in their respecti vc homes in North Carolina and Ame
lia County. Both report a jolly good time. We sincerely 
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hope that Brother Warriner has had no such romantic ex
perience with the ladies in Amelia as overtook the poor 
fellow in Williamsburg last session. 

The coming session pids fair to be the brightest that 
Gamma has ever known, and we hope in the next issue of 
THE SHIELD AND DIAMOND to have some good news to re
port. Ont of eight old men we will have six back; F. S. 
McCandlish, Saluda, Va.; E. R. Hutchinson, Herndon, 
Va.; C. N. Williams, Norfolk, Va.; G. L. Stephens, Cap
pahasic, Va.; A. Warriner, Jetersville, Va.; J. L. New
comb, Sassafras, Va.., and with a little assistance of our 
goat Gamma will hold a strong position among her sister 
Chapters. 

Gamma bids her sister Chapters an affectionate farewell 
until roll -call on the 7th of October shall re -unite her own. 

F. S. McCandlish. 

ZETA. 
Univm·sity of Tennessee. 

The University opened this year with a larger attend
ance than for many previous years, and the prospects seem 
favorable for a very good school, although there is not a 
great deal of Fraternity material. 

After the II's had gotten together it was found that the 
following old men were back: Brothers R. H. Alexander 
and George G. Bryson, of Gallatin, Tenn.; Wm. H. Can
non, of Philadelphia, Tenn.; C. R. Harrison, of Knoxville; 
F. W. Jarnagin, of Mossy Creek, Tenn. 

Wm. H. Sunknecht, of Oliver Springs, Tenn., and M. R. 
Campbell, of Tullahoma, Tenn., whose familiar face every 
II. was glad to see again, especially as he has been out of 
College for a year. -

Zeta was especially glad to welcome Brother Austin 
Miller to help fill her ranks, and we feel assured that he 
will be a valuable addition to our number. 

W m. K. Hunter will be connected with the Chemical 
Department of the University, and will be in active touch 
with Zeta for one more year. 
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There being so many old men back we have been very 
conservative and independent this year, and did not have 
to enter into the rushing, as the other fraternities did. 
As a consequence we have secured only the best material 

Our first initiation occurred last week, at which time 
Mr. D. A. Stovall, a most affable and congenial young man 
from Jackson, Tenn., was enlighted in the mysteries of 
Pi Kappa Alpha, and we feel that he will make Zeta an 
earnest and zealous worker, of whom she will ever be 
proud. 

Brothers John W. Hudson and E. C. Sherwood, our 
graduates of '99, have both been heard from, and we are 
glad to report that they are both doing well in their re
spective places. There are quite a number of old U. of 
T. boys in New York, which makes it quite pleasant for 
Brother Sherwood. Brother Hudson, at Harvard Col
lege, is making new friends u.nd new associates. 

The ""Oniversity foot-ball team has been working hard 
ever since the opening of College, and as a result of their 
labors they won their first game, which was played at 
Knoxville with King College W eclnesday of last week, the 
the score being 11 to 5. Pi Kappa Alpha is ably repre
sented on this team by Brothers Campbell and Bryson, 
and it is hoped that they will have the pleasure of meeting 
other II foot-ballists on their trips this season. 

Our next game occurs here to-morrow with the Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute, and we only hope that the team will 
be as successful as in their first game. 

It is with great pleasure that we wait the arrival of the 
first issue of the SHIELD AND DIAMOND, and we hope that 
all other Chapters are in as prosperous a condition as Zeta. 

Wm. K. Hunter. 

THETA. 

Southwestern Presbyterian University. 

It is with much pleasure that Theta greets her fellow 
Chapters, and with her greeting she extends to each her 
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best wiehes for a successful year. At the opening of College 
anew, the air seemed rather blue for us, and there was a 
shadow of sadness in each brother's heart, for there were 
absent from us most of our older brothers, who do not expect 
to return. Brother J. S. Frierson, our orator, is imparting 
knowledge to the little ones of French Camp, Mississippi. 
Brother U. D. Mooney is expounding the gospel to the peo
ple of the Second church, Birmingham, Ala. Brother R. E. 
Blackburn is staying at home on account of his health, but 
more on account of his girl. Brother Montgomery stopped 
a few days with us at the opening of College, on his way to 
the University of Virginia, where he intends taking a Ph. 
D. Brother Eleazer has taken his degree in bumming, and 
is now a scientific bummer on the streets of Clarksville. 

Brother Cox has a very responsible position at his home 
in Bloomfield, Ky., and we are assured that he will do his 
duty wherever fortune calls him. 

Brother DuBose is at present resting at some springs in 
1\:Iississippi, but we expect him to return to us some time 
before Christmas. 

From the way the boys are starting out, it seems that 
there is going to be a great deal of interest taken in foot-ball 
this season. We expect our coach to arrive to-night and 
then the work will begin on the foot -ball ground. 

Mrs. B. H. Owen.is still as loyal as ever to the Frater
nity, and is highly esteemed by all our members. She gives 
some pleasant surprises quite frequently by sending many 
dainties to us at our time of meeting. 

The following are the names and initials ofTheta Chapter: 
W . V. Frierson, Tupelo, Miss.; G. W. Fraser, Crowley, 
La.; A. 0. Price, Opelousas, La.; F. L. McFadden, Oak
land, Tenn.; W. S. Barr, New Orleans, La.; B. H. Mooney 
Pass Christian, Miss.; W. U. Sholl, Birmingham, Ala. 

We wish all our Brother II's a prosperous year-. 

B. H, Mooney. 
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IOTA. 

Hampden-Sidney College. 

Hampden-Sidney opened this very promising year on 
September 13th. There were six old Il's back, who were 
Brothers Jones, T. N., of Smithville, Va.; Davis, F., of 
Petersburg, Va.; Martin, A, of Hampden-Sidney, Va.; 
Martin, W. R., of Smithville, Va.; Jones, W. E., of Sau 
Marino, Va.; and Hooper, T. W., of Christiansburg, Va. 
We had about as good a start as we could wish, and a bet
ter one than we have had for some years. Notwithstand
ing the ''goodly array" (in numbers) of old men, we have 
not been able to secure a "goat," but before the next issue 
of the SHIELD AND DIAMOND, we will have made some 
addition to our number. 

Our delegate to the Convention speaks in glowing terms 
of how he enjoyed meeting so many of our brothers in II. 
K. A., and makes us regret, more even than we did before, 
that it was not possible for all of us to attend the Conven
tion. He says that a man cannot realize what fraternity 
life is until he goes to a Convention. 

We get very encouraging accounts of Brothers Houston 
and Lorraine, who graduated here last year. The former 
is teaching a flourishing school at Hampton, Va., and the 
latter is working in the offices of the Chesapeake and Ohio 
Railroad in Richmond. We wish them, as well as all other 
II's, the greatest success in life. 

The foot-ball team here is hard at work now, as our first 
game will be played with Bellevue High School on next 
Saturday, October 21. One member of our Fraternity is 
trying for team, but we are not prepared to say whether he 
will make it or not, as the team hasn't been chosen yet. 
Our team this year will probably be the best one that 
Hampden-Sidney has ever had, and will no doubt leave an 
enviable record behind. We expected to play a game with 
the University of Virginia, but the game was cancelled 
because some men who were certain to make the team 
could not get permission to travel with the team. 
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H oping that all of the Chapters will have the most pros
perous year in their history, and that many may be added 
to the F raternity of such as are the best, I remain. 

Thos. W. HoopeT, Jr. 

MU. 

P1·esbyterian Colle,qe of So·uth Carolina, 

It gives us joy to know that we have another privilege 
of expressing our sentiments and prospects in THE SHIELD 
AND DIAMOND. We are always looking forward to the ar-
rival of this " nut shell" of (IIi-ism.) . 

The College opened with unusually bright prospects for 
the fu t,ure. The new student roll was largely increased in 
comparison with the past few years. An~ as an educational 
centre, it is going to take its place beside the leading Col
leges of the South. 

Mu Chapter is represented by only four men this term. 
T . Ellison Simpson, Olio, S. 0.; J. B. Carpenter, Anderson, 
S. 0 .; R. E. Simms, Lowryville, S. 0.; 0~ M. Fuller, Mount
ville, S . C. But it is only a matter of time until "Billy" 
will groan under the weight of first class material. Their 
introduction will take place later. 

Brother Simms who had an idea that he was fully quali
fied to meet the world, left us last spring. But by some 
strange invisibl6 emotion, he has been persuaded to enter 
College again. 

Brother Fuller is still with us, and you can imagine how 
he feels-(a Soph .) 

Brother Carpenter, who completed most of his course 
last session, has a position in the city. We all hate to 
have him leave the College campus, but glad to know that 
he will still be an active man in our Ohapter. No one 
finds it as hard to give up "Jim" in the class-room as the 
writer . We entered College together, and we were ushered 
as Freshmen into the hidden mysteries of II. K. A. side 
by side, and for four years we have enjoyeQ. alike not only 
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its pleasures, but benefits. He will graduate with the 
class of '00. 

Brother J.P. Morison, who also has about completed 
his course, will receive his diploma. We only wish we 
had his presence throughout the year. But it is very sel
dom that he gives us a thought-they seem to be occupied. 

Brother Wilkins, who finished his business course last 
session will not be with us. He and Brother McCrary will 
enter Clemson College. We miss them both. 

Brother Thornwell Jacobs surprised us a few days since, 
by dropping in for a short stay. We one and all are glad 
to have him in our midst. 

We send greeting to our sister Chapters, and let us all 
"push together" for the success of Pi Kappa Alpha 
throughout the South. T. Ellison Sirnpson. 

NU. 

Wofford College. 

We are always glad when the time comes for us to hear 
from our sister Chapters through the SHIELD AND DIAMOND 
and we take pleasure in letting them hear from our Frater
nity organ. We are very proud of the SHIELD AND Du. 
MOND, for in it is our very life. 

We know that the College opened with a fine outlook for 
Nu, when we see among those that returned Brothers B. 
H. Boyd, '00, of Clinton, S.C.; C. D. Lee, '00, of Lydia, 
S.C.; E . C. Major, '00, ofGreenwood, S.C.; W. C.Ma.rtin, 
'00, of Kingstree, S. C.; H. M. Brown, '01, of Cowpens, S. 
C. ; B. H. Brown, '02, of Cowpens, S . C.; R. E. Mathias, 
'02, Irmo, S. C.; J. H. Minnis, '02, Summerville, S. C.; 
C. H. Varner, '02, Senatobia, Miss. Our number at present 
is first among the Fraternities in College and we expect to 
have our share of the new men, although the material 
among the boys seems a little scarce. 

On returning. we found our goat rather lean, but he has 
been fed well and is now ready for use. The first to take 
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a ride was Brother Willie W. Boyd, '03, of Clinton, S. C. 
He road well, much to the pleasure and amusement of the 
Chapter. Immediately following him was Brother Neal 
Alford, '02, Marion, S.C., who was found to be a success
ful rider. 

A t our last meeting we took into our noble Order Brother 
L. B . Ed wards, who is a brother of one of our Chapter 
members, and H. A. Lewis. We now number thirteen and 
very likely will not increase our number this year. We 
are .proud to have these new men for in them we recognize 
loyal members. 

Brother Stewart from the University of Virginia, now 
our Professor of French and German, was with us last 
nigh t. vVe have known him only for a sbort time, but 
find in him a loyal II. He seems to have the welfare of the 
Fraternity at heart, and also to have enjoyed the ceremony 
last night very much. 

Our Chapter is in good financial standing. We have our 
hall carpeted and several new pictures added. We need 
not say our boys are all loyal, for our standing proves that 
they will do all in their power for II.K.A. We all room close 
together and have our hall in the same building, so you see 
it is very pleasant for us. Our house is occupied alto
gether by Il's. 

W ith best wishes for the SHIELD AND DIAMOND and all 
our II Brothers and SiAters, 

Butler H. Boyd. 

RHO. 

Cumberland University. 

Old Rho had the following men to return: L. E. Wear, 
from Paducah, Ky.; W. D. Tompson, Deport, Texas; A. 
B . McWilliams, Fayetteville, Tenn.; Wm. Howe, Nash
ville, Tenn.; W. F. Poe, Daisy, Tenn.; H. H. Weir, R. R. 
:Foster, W. C. Miller, G. H. Lee, J. W. Lee, Lebanon, 
Tenn. The initiates are: G. H. Freeman, Petersburg, 
Tenn. ; A. L . Hale, Marshall, Mo.; W. L. Weir, Lebanon, 



24 THE SHIELD AND DU.MOND. 

Tenn.; and opened with six men on the ground, viz: Broth
ers Poe, Lee, G . H., Wear, Foster, Miller and your scribe. 

Soon we had Mr. W. L. Weir. Through our sacred 
Ritual he is a brother to the "pen scratcher" of the Chap
ter and in the freshman class. 

Soon also Brother J. W. Lee arrived, and William K. 
Howe, making our number eight. 

On the night of the 26th Mr. Freeman, after no little 
persuasion, became a II, and will make us a good mau. 
He is in the literary department. 

Rho has several men elected, and hopes soon to present 
to the Fraternity some men who will make a mark in the 
world. 

Cumberland University has a very fine coach for the 
foot-ball team this year, and quite a number of men are 
out, and the team is showing up well. We expect to do 
great things in old Cumberland this year. 

The Theological department has not opened yet, but 
when it does, on the 12th of October, we will have in sev
eral old men and promised new ones. 

The other fraternities represented here are doing very 
well, and finding a number of new men the S. A . E. initia· 
ting the larger number, with Kappa Sigma next, followed 
by the Beta Theta Pi and II. K. A., having initiated two 
men each, and the A . T. 0. with one or two new men. 

About a usual number of old men in each Fraternity re
turned. Well, we will close with best wishes of 

H. H. Weir. 

SIGMA. 

Vanderbilt University. 

Vanderbilt opened on the 20th of September, and we are 
glad to say that on that day a good number of Sigma's old 
men were on hand and ready to advance the interests of II. 
K. A. during the coming session. 

Those who have returned are A. H. Pike, engineering, 
~pringfield, Tenn.; L. S. Pope, law, Pikeville, Tenn.; A. 

I 
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M. Clark, law, Lawson, Mo.; P. W. Haggins, law, Craggie 
Hope, Tenn.; W. L. Clarke, academic, Fulton, Ky.; C. S. 
Williamson, Jr., academic, Culleoka, Tenn. 

F. M. Massey was taken in. He is in the academic De
partment and from Mulberry, Tenn. 

Louis Leftwich and George W. Williamson are in the 
city. Also John Morton. 

Brother Leftwich is practicing law in the city, and al
though not an active member is untiring in his efforts in 
behalf of our Chapter. 

Brot.her George W. Williamson is Assistant Demonsta
tor of Chemistry in Vanderbilt Medical Department. 

Brother Brown, who has stood by Sigma for several 
years, through thick and thin, arrived at the end of his 
course last June, and marched away with a B. A. attached 
to his name, to face the stern realities of life. He will be 
greatly missed in the Chapter and on the foot-ballfield. 

Brother Steed, whose name has been intimately connected 
with Sigma, has obtained his long·looked-for L.L. B., and 
is now in St. Louis waiting for clients. · 

We are glad to have with us Brother Edwin Wiley, who 
was formerly a member of Zeta. He is Librarian and As
sistant Teacher of English in Vanderbilt. 

There are twelve frats represented here, and at the be
ginning of every fall term there is some lively "spiking." 

As a result of our hustling we take pleasure in introduc
ing to the II. K. A. world Brother Felia Massey, whom 
we consider in every respect worthy of our brotherhood. 

He is a freshman of the Academi~ Department, and has 
been elected president of his class. He promises to be a 
leader in the University. 

We feel confident that when we write you again we will 
have added several new men to our list. To say the least, 
our prospects are brighter than at the opening of any pre
vious session. 

The next issue of the SHIELD .!.ND DIAMOND is greatly 
looked forward to by us. 

We express best wishes to our sister Chapters and 
all Il's. 0. S. Williamson, Jr. 
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TAU. 

University of North Carolina. 

It again affords us pleasure to extend greetings to our 
sister Chapters, and this time for a prosperous year for 
both College and Fraternity work. 

Our prospects for this year are better than the most op
timistic of us expected. Although at one time it looked as 
if we would not have more than two men here this session 
our roll numbers five: Brothers C. L. Miller, of Shelby, 
N. C.; John R. Paddison, of Mount Airy; and P.R. Mc
Fayden, of Clarkton, N. C., have returned. We also have 
with us Brother W. ][. Rucker, of Rutherfordton, N. C., 
one of Tau's old members, and a transfer, Brother Henry 
Rhyne, of Roanoke College. With these as a nucleus, we 
hope to be able to add a goodly number to our roll during 
the coming year. 

Brother Miller was recently elected manager of the s~
nior foot-ball team. 

Our University opened with quite a full attendance this 
year in all its different departments. 

Our foot-ball team is engrossing the attention of the 
students now, which from present prospects will make a 
hard fight for the Southern championship. 

As College and Fraternity news is scarce we will close, 
hoping to do better in the next issue. 

With best wishes for all II. K. A.'s, 
Paul McFadyen. 

PHI. 

Roanoke College. 

Another vacation has passed and September found Phi 
ready for another campaign, and one that she has promised 
herself shall be the most successful in her history. 

When College opened, four of last year's Chapter were 
on the grounds-J. A. Bear, Salem, Va.; C. H. ViTilson, 
Bridgewater, Va.; L. L. Jennings, Georgetown, Ohio, J. 
P. Palmer, Greenville, Va. A week later Brother J. W. 
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Cabell, of Variety Mills, Va., came. Vacation experiences 
were exchanged, aud interesting some of thAm were. 

Brother Jennings told us of the Convention, and of the 
earnestness of the devoted hearts gathered there to discuss 
the needs and future victories of our dear Order. Owing 
to a misunderstanding as to the date of the first ·meeting, 
he did not get there in till)e for the business proceedings, 
but met all of our leaders, and that alone was enough, he 
assures us, torepayfor any trouble. 

Brother Darst spent opening week with us, and then left 
to begin his ministerial studies at the Seminary at Alexan
dria. He spent the last part of his vacation at Asbury Park, 
N.J., but during the summer he was called to the Parish 
of Nelson, where his eloquence, good looks and pleasant 
manners so pleased the people that they were indeed sorry 
to have to give him up. 

Brothers Terry and Lloyd are at the University of Vir
ginia, and in them Alpha has found a most valuable addi
tion. Brother Robertson, one of Phi's Charter members is 
also there, and if I am not much mistaken we will hear 
great things from Alpha this year. 

Brother H u:fford is managing a drug store at Rural Re
treat. Brother Oliver is at his home in Asbury Park, N. 
J ., and expects to enter Princeton. Brother Edmonson is 
studying law at his home, Rocky Mount, Va., and some 
day we expect to see him Virginia's leading pleader. 

We have moved into our new Chapter rooms, and in a 
short while expect to be nicely fited. Our ambition is to 
have a Chapter house, but we fear that this is a long way 
in the future. 

Phi has not, as yet, initiated a single man, but by the 
next letter we hope to be able to introduce to the Frater
nity several new names. Material is scarce this year, and 
heretofore we have always found it the best policy to go 
slowly at first, and all other Chapters here seem to adopt 
the same plan, as not a single man has been initiated into 
any fraternity this year. But I can assure you when the 
times comes Phi will have her share in quality at least. 
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Phi gives her most heartfelt greeting to the Fraternity, 
and it is her most ardent wish that the session just begun 
may stand as a mark for future generations of II's to look 
back to with .hearts full of pride. 

John Willis Cabell. 

CHI. 

University of the South. 

Chi extends greetings to her sister Chapters, and hopes 
that all have had a very pleasant vacation. As we have 
stated before, we continue our session right through the 
summer months, and our vacation of three months comes 
in the winter period, from December 18 to November 18. 

Chi has had a good year, numerically speaking. We 
lost but one man this year, Brother C. W. Boyd, of South 
Carolina, who has just been ordained Deacon, and is at 
work in Gaffney and Blacksburg, South Carolina. Prom
inent in many phases of literary life we miss him very 
much. 

We have initiated four men this term, viz: 
W. B. Bruce, of Helena, Ark. 
H. L. Castleman, of Castleman's Ferry, Va. 
John Brown, of Columbia, Tenn, (brother of Brother 

Brown of Virginia). 
Robert E. Lee, of Norfolk, Va. (May he prove as illus

trious as our great General). 
Eight old men are still here: G. W. R. Cadman, of Nar

coosee, Fla.; J. H. Word, of Alabama; C. W. Radford, of 
Lynchburg, Va.; C. W. Hill, of Louisville, Ky.; (Rev.) W. 
S. Claiborne, of Cowan, Tenn.; G. E. McLaurine, Sewanee, 
Tenn.; L . G. H. Williams, Macon, Ga., Box 114; Guy Tarl
ton, Hillsboro, Texas. 

We have twelve good men on the roll, but I do think 
that a little prodding would be very beneficial. 

We were very glad to have Brother T. Butler, Jr., (who 
took a summer course here in medicine), of Tulane Uni
versity, with us for two or three months. He has gone to 
resume his studies at Tulane. 
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Our base-ball team won every game played this year, 
and I hope our foot- ball team will emulate the example. 
"\Ve have good material on hand and hope to have as good 
a team this year as last fall's team, which won every game 
played. Brother Claiborne is playing guard. 

The University is having a very successful year, and the 
1\fedical Department is booming-nearly 200 students. 

A new hospital is being built, and the new dormitory 
for Juniors looks very imposing 

We must repeat our old cry. We must have a Chapter 
house. Efforts are being made. We hope next term to 
make good headway. 

Our goat must be sent to pastures new to keep his but
ting capacity in good trim for the spring term, when we 
hope to get a good share of the new men. 

With best wishes to all II's and long life and prosper
ity for II. K. A., 

L. G. H. Williams. 

,. 



In order to make this department complete and more intereet
ing, each member is earnestly requested to forward promptly 
to J. PIKE POWERS, Jr., 520 Gay street, Knoxville, Tenn., any 
item of news concerning a b1·othe1· m ember, which may come unde1· 
his notice. If the item appears in a newspaper, clip it out, paste it 
on a postal and forward as above, giving date and name of paper. 

- Rev. Robert Hill, our talented .and popular 0. P., re
ceived a very handsome and pleasing testimonial at the 
hands of his congregation at Dallas. About the middle 
of July, they voted him a holiday, long as he desired, and 
accompanied the vote with a handsome check to pay 
all expenses. Brother Hill has done hard work among 
these people and his health has given way. He spent 
the month of August in Arcadia, La., accompanied by his 
wife and children, and we are glad to report that he has re
turned to his charge in renewed health and strength. 

-The Inter-Collegiate Oratorical Association of South 
Carolina, recently formed, held its first annual contest at 
Erskine College, Due West, S. 0., just before the closing 
of the session. The Presbyterian College was represented 
by W. B. Doyle, our Brother of .Mu. 

-On May lOth, at the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, 
Austin, Texas, our Brother, Rev. Edwin Hart Liles, RAo, 
and Miss Effie Earle McDonald, daughter of the Rev J. 
A. McDonald, were united in the holy bonds of matrimony. 
Brother Liles has charge of the church at Denison, Texas, 
and is a very popular minister. We extend hearty con-
gratulations on behalf of the Fraternity. 

-Our Brother, Rev. D. A. Blackburn, Theta, is continu
ing to make a name for himself in New York. Recently 
during the "Gospel Tent Revivals," corner of Fifty-sixth 
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street and Broadway, Brother Blackburn preached one of 
the sermons. In the New York Herald of June 22nd is an 
interesting account of the ceremony and loud commenda
tions for the work done by our talented brother. We wish 
him continued success. 

-The General Office was kindly remembered by anum
ber of the Chapters with invitations, all of which we much 
appreciate. One of the prettiest invitations received came 
from Wofford, with the compliments of Nu, and we we1·e 
more than pleased to note the prominent places on the pro
gram assigned to the members of our Chapter. Nu is cer
tainly a strong and healthy Chapter and her mem hers 
take a. very large proportion of the honors at Wofford. 

-On Thursday, July 22nd, at the Third Presbyterian 
Church, Knoxville, Tenn., there assembled a large and 
fashionable gathering to witness the marriage of Miss 
Reese Rodgers and Mr. Clarence Allison 'rempleton, our 
brother of Zeta. The church was magnificently dressed; 
the papers describe it as representing a tropical bower. 
Among the ushers were Brothers Paul Templeton and 
Harry Ijams. Brother Templeton is a member of the firm 
of Templeton, Carloch & Templeton, prominent lawyers in 
Jacksonboro, Tenn. The hearty good wishes of a host of 
friends will fpllow our popular brother and his charming 
bride. 

-On commencement day at the Southwestern Presby
terian University, our Brother, Rev. Dr. George Summey, 
the Chancellor, was the recipient of a magnificent gold 
beaded cane from the directors of the University. The 
presentation was made by Dr. Palmer just after the part
ing address to the graduates. Dr. Summey has served the 
University with his whole heart and well deserves this 
mark of appreciation. 

-Thefollowingwelldeserved and beau.tiful tribute to our 
Brother Theron H. Rice, Tketa and iota, appeared recently 
in the Atlanta 0onstitution, in announcing the degree of D. 
D., which was conferred upon him. Those II's, who were 
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fortunate enough to attend the last Couvention in Atlanta, 
and especially the service which was held by Brother Rice, 
in his church, for the Fraternity, can never forget his 
earnestness and eloquence and the devotion shown to him 
by his congregation. 

"Seldom has the degree of D. D. been more appropriately con
ferred than upon Rev. Theron H. Rice, of this city, who had re· 
cently received this marked distinction from Davidson College, 
North Carolina. Though Dr. Rice has been engaged in the work 
of the ministry barely more than eight years, he has· made his in
fluence potentially felt upon the cause of Presbyterianism through
out the entire South. Studious, intellectual and elegant, Dr. Rice 
combines in a rare __ measure the qualifications of the effective 
preacher; but what renders him still more powerful in the pulpit 
is the consecrated enthusiasm with which his whole life is aglow. 
Earn est ness of purpose iss tamped upon every feature of his face, and 
even in the pressure of his band is felt some definite suggestion of 
the serious aim which inspires him. But he is far from being in 
the least Puritanical. On the contrary, he is the embodiment of 
geniality itself; and every one who comes in contact with him in
stantly feels uplifted and refreshed by the subtle influence which 
his buoyant spirit imparts. Dr. Rice came to Atlanta three years 
ago to assume charge of the pulpit made vacant by the resignation 
of Dr. G. B. Strickler. Since that time he has steadily grown in 
power; and today he is recognized as one of the strongest indivi
dual forces in the Southern Presbyterian churches." 

-During the month of August, the Virginia Bar As
sociation held its session at Hot Springs, at which a num
ber of our prominent Brothers were present. On the Exe· 
cutive Committee, the following II's were appointed: H on. 
B. B. Munford, Gamma, of Richmond; Hon. J. Alston 
Cabell, Alpha, of Richmond; and our highly esteemed and 
belovedS. 0., Hon. Robert M . Hughes, of Norfolk. 

-Brother W. B. Stevens, Iota, is with Maderia, Hill & 
Co., shippers of coal and coke and doing business at 1438 
South Penn. Square, Philadelphia. 

-The Lewisburg (W.Va.) Female Institute, Brother R. 
L. Telford, Iota, Principal, has openAd with the largest at
tendance in its history. Applications had to be turned 
down for want of room, though the buildings are com
modious. 
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-During the month of June, the Old Line Life Insurance 
Company was organized in Richmond, Va., with a capital 
of $200,000. Our prominent brother, Hon. B. B. Munford, 
was unanimously elected and invited to accept the position 
of president. This company believes that the insurance 
business can be managed by home capital, thus dividing 
the profits among the memhers and reducing the cost of 
insurance. The Richmond papers say that under the 
management of Brother Munford, success is an assured 
thing. 

-On .June 15th 'last the Illinois Wesleyan University 
conferred upon Rev. John Miller Wells, Theta, the degree 
of Ph. D. This has been earned by a hard four years post
graduate course. Brother Wells is pastor of the Second 
Presbyterian Church, Staunton, Va. His thesis, on The 
Influences that Formed the Puritan Party, is pronounced 
by a Brother who read it to be forceful and clear. 

-Brother J. W. Basore, Iota, received the degree of 
Ph. D. from Johns Hopkins University at its last com
mencement. The degree was won with high distinction. 
Brother Basore entered on an honorary scholarship, won 
an honorary scholarship next year, a full scholarship the 
next, and a fellowship (in Latin) last year. He has been 
appointed, over · a number of applicants, as professor of 
Latin and German at Hampden-Sidney College, and has 
already entered upon his work. 

-We have heard from no less a person than the Prin
cipal of the Agnes Scott Institute, Decatur, Ala., that 
Brother Howard B. Arbuckle, Iota, is making a fine record 
there as teacher and man. He is Professor of Chemistry 
and is a Ph. D. of Johns Hopkins. 

-Miss Mattie Martin, of Dublin, Va., one of our staunch 
Pi sisters, has been selected as one of the Faculty of the 
State Normal School, Farmville, Va. She has been study
ing the past two years at the School of Methods in Nash
ville. 
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1 T IS TO BE REGRETTED that the Tenth Annual Convention 
at Knoxville, last June, was not more universally at

tended by Alumni, and Chapter members other than dele
gates. We think it was one of the most notable gather
ings the Fraternity has yet held, as well as one of the most 
beneficial, for earnest work was done for the advancement 
of the Fraternity and loyal hearts made glad by the mag
nificent reports from the Chapters. 

Our little secret messenger, the Dagger and K ey, has 
already been mailed to the Chapters and subscribers, and 
in its pages will be found a full and interesting account of 
all that took place. There also is set forth the reports of 
the Supreme Officers, and likewise a copy of the report 
rendered by each delegate for his Chapter. Interesting 
indeed is this volume, and those who have not placed 
themselves in a position to receive it would do well to com
municate with the General Office. 

WE CONGRATULATE the Fraternity on the great success 
of the past year as shown by the reports to the 

Convention, and we also congratulate it on the Su
preme Officers, elected for the present year. Loyal and 
tried men they are, worthy of all honor and support; de
termined and resolute in their efforts to promote the Fra
ternity. Surely, we cannot fail to succeed when such men 
as the Hon. Robert M. Hughes will lend, from his crowded 
hours, time for the management of our affairs. 

The reports of the C. P. and Grand Secretary are in
deed interesting reading; and the Grand Treasurer's re
port, as Brother Arbuckle expresses it, "was the best ever 
given at a Convention." The reason for this is apparent 
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in the statement that it showed no debts owing by the 
Fraternity and a strong balance in the treasury. 

On behalf of the Grand Treasurer, however, we beg to 
emphasize to the members the statement in his report, 
that the balance in the treasury on July 1st would not do 
more than carry on the work until the next payments were 
-due; also that they would not warrant any lessening in the 
attention to their duties on the part of the Chapters. We 
trust that the Chapters will promptly attend to their dues 
at the proper time without further comment, and thus save 
the Grand Treasurer unnecessary work and delay. 

T HE Ol'.TLY REPORT to the Convention, at all discouraging, 
was that made on behalf of the SHIELD AND DIAMOND, 

showing a falling off in the Alumni subscriptions "for the 
first time in a year or two." , We dislike to chronicle this 
fact, though we believe it is not due to any lack of inter
est on their part, but that, busied with the cares and anx
ieties of the world, they overlook the importance of atten
tion to their subscriptions. 

This is a time when we do not want them to forget us, 
and it is for this reason alone that these words are written. 
We believe that when they appreciate the importance of 
their help, then a ready and cordial response will be given, 
and the amounts now owing will be paid. 

H APPY THOUGHT it was that secured in writing the verbal 
reports made by Chapter delegates to the Conven

tion, and truly interesting reading do they make, as pub
lished in the D agger and K ey. 

P roud indeed are we of Beta's magnificent Chapter home, 
which they have arranged and furnished at a cost of $1,000. 
Nu, with her beautiful Chapter bouse, makes us even more 
proud; and interesting it is to read the descriptions of this 
cosy nest. We hope in our next issue to present a picture 
of this house. Theta reports the money in band sufficient 
to erect a Chapter house and that by the next Convention 
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she would own and occupy it. Rho has a well organized 
and excellently managed plan in operation to raise money 
for a Chapter house, and with H. H. Weir at the head of it 
success is assured. It is indeed pleasant to note the de
termination on the part of all the Chapters to occupy their 
own houses and we hope soon to learn that Sigma and Chi 
and the others have succeeded in their splendid efforts. 

The Chapter reports all show an earnestness and deter
mination and a loyalty so true that we believe every II 
will be benefited by them. It is pleasant also to read the 
hearty commendation of the Supreme Officers for the prompt 
attention given to their requests by the Chapters and with 
the active touch of the elbow existing between officers and 
Chapters, our work must surely succeed. 

CAREFUL ATTENTION on the part of the Chapters is urged 
to the report of Brother Hughes as chairman of the 

Committee on Extension. This work must be carried on 
by the active Chapters, and during the present session, it 
should be the earnest effort of every member in them to do 
what he can towards the establishment of new ones. 

All of us have friends attending different colleges. A 
little work during the summer would bear handsome fruit 
and even now, it is not too late to correspond with such 
friends and bring them in touch with our Order, and thus 
promote the work of organization. Let us hope that every 
Chapter will now go earnestly to work in this direction. 
remembering that we want quality as well as quantity, and 
that conservatism has always been our rule. We are in a 
better condition today than ever before to establish our 
Fraternity beyond every question of further backslides. 
It all rests with the active Chapters, and the eyes of the 
entire Fraternity are upon them. Let each do his whole 
duty with earnestness and care. 
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