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14 l..tegat<e Sttteet, Chattleston, S . C . 

November 27th, 1 90. 

Dear B r o.: 

We are about to edit a maga.zine in the intere ts of the 

:===:::::::::::::==Pi 1-(appa Alpha F ttate trnity::::::=::::=:::::::::::::===: 

Our December Number, being the first number, will cost, us more 

than any other, and we wish you to give us 25 cent for the arne. 

K indly fill out the blank be low anrl return it at once, as we wish 

to send out our first numbee by the third of December. After the 

fi r st number w e will arrange with our printers for a yearly job, 

a,n d will sen<l y ou out· price and ask you t•J subscribe. All we a k 

yo u now is to g-ive ns 25 cent for our December Number. Please 

give this your prompt attention. 

Yours, in the bond of P. K. A ., 

1-{0BERT A. SNIY'rH, 

Jf wwgi11g Editor, and T,·ea~;;uret· of P. I(. A. 

I hereby pro mise to pay ROBERT A. MYTH twenty-five (25) 

cents on receipt of t h e Decembee Number of the 

"Pi 1-(appa A lJ?ha tJ~?trna~ 

(Signed) ............... .. ......... ............. .... .... .. .. .. .. .. ...... ............. ............................... ............... . 

........................ .. ...... .. .. ............... ... .. .......... ... .................... 1890. 
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MINUTES OF THE CONVENTION. 

Held at Hampden Sidney, Va. , December 20th to 23d, 1889. 

'rhe uonvention was call ed to ord er by Bro. T. H . Rice, 
Jr. , (W. H. M. of ''A" Chapter.) The followiu g delegate 
were present: 

T. H. Rice, Jr ., of Alpha, R. E. Moore, H. B. ArLuckl 
and A. S. Higginboth am of Iota, and J. S. Foster of Theta. 

The remaining Brothers of Iota were invited to take part 
in the deliberations of th e Convention. 

J . S. Foster wa appointed Recording cribe, pro. tern. 
Balloting for W. H. M. was next in order. Bro. Palmer, o1' 
I , was appointed to coll ect arne. Bro. Rice wa elected 

i.. perman en t W. H . M, and H . B. Arbu ckle, elected W . M., 
of tL e Convention. T he \V . H. J\II . then appointed Bro. 
R. E Moore, C, and J. S. F oster, R. . · 

R. E. ·Moore nJOved that th e ConYention empower the \\'. 
H. M. to make an add res stut.ing th e main object of the 
meeting. This motion was carried and th e address mad e. 

Communica6 on from Ch apters was next in order. Th 
reports were as follows : 

Alpha reports ten (1 0) men naHl ly: J . K. Fi ·hburn c, 
E. W. Robertson, S. K. Powell , W. W. Daggett, J. R. Harri­
son, J. 'f. Mt:Alli ster, F . l\I. !VIagrucler, T. N. Rrade, P. H . 
Grinn and T. H . Rice, Jr. 

The ituation of ''A" Chapter is different from that of any 
other Chapter of the Fraternity. 

Regard d merely a a Ch apter, sb · i. strong and Yigorou ; 
bu t on account of h er environment , she i in no (·ondition 
to govern the Fraternity at large. Political honor ar~ 
mo tly sought after in th niversity and all h er energi e 
are devoted to this object. She is acknowledg• d to be the 
stronge t Fraternity in the College. H er members a re in 
the J efferson Library Society . 

Iota reported thus. She had fifteen (15) me11 viz.: .B'. E. 
Robbins, H. B. Arbuckle, J. A. Arbuckle, J. K. Hill, A. S. 
Higginboth an, R. R. J ones, R. L . 'f elforcl, R. E. Moore, G. 
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A. Alexander, F . D . Thomas, W . C. Bu chanan , W . T . Wal­
ker, Jr., S. M. Engle, W. T. P almer an d F. M. Robbin . 
She started with eleven (11) m n and th e following year 
ran the number up to t welve (12). Never bad to ex pel a 
man, or have one r esig 11. Comm need t hi s ession with 
three (3) m embers in th e Coll ege. Now hav eig ht. Have 
taken as many honors as an y Fra temi ty 111 th e College. 

Theta re·port onl y one (1) ma n a t t he beginning of th e 
session. Three m embers initi aL d this year , 1889, viz : R. 
0. Flynn, J. L . Stubblefi eld and G. W. ypcrt. She till 
holds her pl ace a mongst t h e Fraterni ties of the Coll ege. 
Bro. Hill, of ' ' I," read a letter from one of L a?nbda's m en. 
She reports eight (8) worthy m en, viz : Robert A. Smyth , 
Walter M. Smith, Fingal C. Black.\\ . W . Stewar t., A. 8. 
Manning, T . W . Beth ea . B. W. A ndrew a nd J . P . Thomas . 
She has tak en many h onors and h er m en h a ve h ell hig h 
positions as officers. 

Bro. Arbuckle repartee! that B ro. S my th h ad been tele­
graphed and would com e if po sibl e. H e a l o ·tated th a t 
"K" had been telegraph ed, but n o a nswer h ad been receiY ed. 
After these r eports Bro . Palm er, Moore a nd Arbuckl e were 
appointed to arrange a programm e and submi tted t h e 
following. 

FoR SAT URDAY , December 21 st, 18 9. 

MOH NfN G E SIO~ . 

D- 12 A. M .. . Discu ion of Co n ti t u t ion. 

AN'l'.l-'R~OON SE I ON. 

3-4.30 P.M .. . . . Extension of Fratemity . 

NIGHT SE~ IO~ . 

9.30-11.30 P . M . . . . ..... Badge Regalia, etc. 

FoR MoNDAY, December 23rd , l t>SD. 

MORNII'I G SESSION. 

9-12 A. M . . . . . . , ... D evoted to Constitu tion. 

AF T ERNOON SE SSIO N. 

3-5 P. M . Determine time, etc., of nex t Conv.ention . 

NIGH'l' SESSION. 

9.30-ll.iW P. M . . Grand Supper. 

1 
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SECOND DAY. 

SATURDAY MORNING, December 21st, 1889. 

Convention called to ord er at 9 A. M., by th e W. H. M. 
The minutes of the last meeting were read, aud after some 
cor rection adopted. T he morning was devoted to th e 
discussion of the Constitu tion, in reference to the form of 
Government. Bro. Arbuckle read th e minutes of a Conven­
tion held in 1874, showing that it had am ended and totally 
revised the Consti tu ti•Jn. 

Moved and ca rried tha t a section en ti tled ·'Fraterni ties in 
Genera l," in Baird's manual be read for the benefit of the 
Convention. Bro. Rice then read the section referred to. 
The subject of the "For m of Government" was full y dis­
cussed. Moved and car ried that a Commi ttee of three (3) 
be appointed, one of th e Committee to be the W. H . M., to 

d raw up and submit to the Con vention, in the eveni ng, a 
Form of Governmen t. The Committee appointed consi ted 
of Rice, Moore and Arbuck le. Moved and car ried to 
adjourn until 3 P. M. 

AFTERNOON SESSION 3- 4 P . M. 

Called to order by Bro. Rim'. Time devoted to di scu ion 
of formation of Chapters. Vv a.co, T exas, \vas suggested a 
proper place for an alumn us Cbapter , th ere being fi ve (5) 
of Theta's men there. Bro. R ice suggested that men be ent 
to visit coll eges in regard s to Chapters. Rober t A. Smyth , 
of Lambda, telegraph ed . " No holiday g iven us. Impo si­
ble to come. Act for us in everything ." Moved and ca rri ed 
to adj ourn. 

NIGH'f SESSION, 9- 11 P. M. 

This e ·sion was devoted to th e discussion of Badges, eLc., 
and much was said pro and co n. 

THIRD DAY, December 23rd, 1889. 

MORNING ESSION. 

Moved and carried that the work of t he morning be post­
poned till evening. 

J~VENING SESSION, 3- 5 P. M. 

The Committee made their report on th e F or m of Gov­
ernment which was accepted. Th e following sections, 
conflict ing with th e adopted form, were, on motion, stricken 
out. 
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Article IX, Section G, Article X, Section 2, Article XI, 
Sections 2, 3 ar.d 5. 

Article XI. Section 1, "as changed to the following: ­
"Each member shall pay to the F. S. , an initiation fee of 
.. dollars, and after the first year a monthly due of . . 

dollars. Above amounts to be decided by .the Chapters.'' 
Article XII was replaced by Art icle I, of new Form of 

Government. Article XIV and the re t were changed to 
harmonize with those of the new. 

'rhe Convention then thanked the Broth ers of ·•Iota" for 
their hospitali ty. 

Moved and carried that theW. H. M. make a farewell 
address. 

It was decided that the next Convention meet in Rich­
mond, Va., during Christmas week ltl90, the time, etc., to 
be fixed by the Executive Committee . 

. Moved and carried to adjou rn . 

THERON H. ,RICE, JR., \V. H . M. 

J. S. FOSTER, R. S. 

THE ADOPTED CHANGE I N THE CONSTITUTION 

on the point of Form of Government. 

ARTICLE I . 

· SEc. 1. In the ma in, all legislative fundion s ~ha ll be 
vested in its Conventions. 

SEu. 2. In cases, however, of emergency, any point of 
legislation may be decided by vote of th e separate Chapters 
at the suggestion of the Council In such s])ecial cases a 
two-th irds ( -~-) vote shall be n ecessary to cast the vote of 
any Chapter in favor of. or again t any measure. In case 
of a Co11vention, or otherwise, th e consent of two-thirds 
(*)of the Chapters in existence shall be neces ·ary to alter 
the Constitution. 

SEc. 3. Each Convention shall fix the time and place of 
the next Convention. 

SEc. 4. Each Chapter may sepd as mauy delegates as 
desired. But each Chapter is entitled to but one vote, cast 
by the chairman of the delegation. 

SEc. 5. The ··Executivt:J Council '' shall prepare a suitable 
programme for each Conven tion assigning topics, etc. 

\ 
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AR1'ICLE II. 

SEc. 1. The administrative fun ctions of . this Fraternity 
shall be vested in an ''Executive Council." 

SEc. 2. This council shall con:;:ist of one representation 
chosen annually by each Chapter, from its active member­
ship and one chosen annually from its body of alumni. 

Sn:c. 3. These members, active and alumni, of the "Exec­
utive Coun ci l," may be re-elected as often as expedient. 

SEc. 4. These rep resentati ves shal l elect their ablest 
Executive member a<> presiding and adm inistrative officer 
of the "Council." His titl e shall be "Councilor Prin ceps." 
In gen(\ral, in election of ''C. P." the preference hall be given 
to alumni members. The ''Counci l" shall al o have the 
power to elect such other officers, an rl appoint such com­
mittees as it deems best. and shall adopt such m ethods of 
working as shall be bes t. suited to its want , governerl always 
by the Constitution of the Fraternity. 

ARTICLE III. 

SEc. 1. The functions of this Council shall be purely 
administrative, legislative functions being vested in the 
Chapters, either in Convention assembled or act ing a 
otherwise provided for in Article I , Sedion 2. 

SEc. 2. The specific fun ctions shall be as follows. It 
shall supervise all outer communication, by co rre pondence 
or otherwise, between the several Chapters and between the 
Fraternity and outside parU es. 

SEc. 3. It shall r eceive, at stated interval . repo n s from 
the Chapters and preserve them in permanent form. It 
shall thus be tile depository of all inform ation concerning 
the Fra ternity and shall faithfully di tribute th e . arne to 
each Chapter. 

SEc. 4. It shall use every effort to plant the Fraternity 
in Institutions of acknowledged standing in the South; it 
shall have power to grant and withdraw ci1arters. 

SEc. 5. It shall be the custod ian of all property belong­
ing to the Fraternity at large. It shall admini ter all 
finan ces of the Fraternity at large; collecting the annual 
assessments (by means of a Treasurer) anrl making uch 
special ca~ls on the Fraternity as may be demanded by 
emergencies. 

SEc. 6. The "Executive Council'' hall issue the annual 
pass-wo rd to the Chapter through the Councilor Princeps. 
It shall issue the official call for each Convention and have 
charge of all preliminary arrangement . 



SEc. 7. The Council, (by means of its Secretary) shall 
report to the Chapters, by means of an annual message, the 
results of its work and the status of th e order, at each Con­
vention and shall present a comprehensive survey of the 
administration from the time of th e last Convention. 

ARTICLE IV. 

SEc. 1. The W. H. M. of each Chapter shall , at the expi­
ration of his official term , send a full report of the work and 
condition of his Chapter to the Councilor Princeps. Said 
reports to contain the names of all men voted on and 
rejected, of all men accepted but who have not been secured. 

SEc. 2. The F. S. of each Chapter shall remit $10.00, by 
the 1st of October of each year, to the Treasurer of the 
Council, (as in th e old Constitution) all alumni, not a ffilia­
ting with any Chapter, shall be taxed $3.00 per year. 

SEc. 3. At the first meeting in January of each year, 
each Chapter shall eler·t its representatives, active and 
and alumnus. on the Executive Council and forward the 
names to the C. P. 

The officers of the Council, governing the Fraternity are: 
THERON H . RICE, Jr., 0. P . 
H. B. ARBUCKLE, Secretary. 
ROBERT A. SMY'rH, Treasurer. 

TO OUR ALUMNI. 

CoLUMBIA, S. C., December oth , 1890. 

MY DEAR PI BROTHERS : 

I have been asked to contribu te a letter to this first issue 
of the "Pi K appa AI ph a J ournal," and I avail my elf of 
the privilege of addressing my brothers everywhere on a 
subject that li es near to th e interests of this J ournal and 
near to the interests of our Fraternity-i t is one that lies 
near to my hea rt. 

Four years ago-from '86- '87, I devoted a great deal of 
my time and energy to a fraternity en terprise which fin ally 
proved abortive-The P .K .A. Index . It was with reluctance 
that those of us who were actively engaged in that labor of 
love gave it up , because we failed to meet with t.he encour­
agement that we needed, and, I think, truly merited from 
our alumni brethren. Many of you may remember the 

\ 
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ardent a1_1d urgent letters that w~ wrote to you personally 
at th~tt time, to too many of which we, alas! received no 
reply at all. Since then I have been an alumnus myself 
for three years, and so I speak as alumnus to alumni, 
though my remarks will, I hope, deserve the attention of 
active ffiPtnberS aS Well; for SOOner Or later they, tOO, mUSt 
leave the Chapter hall where heart throbs in unison with 
heart by force of proximity, and take their rank among 
the retired veterans. Is this fig ure happily chosen or not ? 
If we understand by "retired veteran,'' one who, having 
served his time, retir<.>s to private life and, "l etting the 
dead past bury its dead," strives to forget the joys as well as 
trials, the fri ends as well as fo es of those lively days of 
active service, and even ceases to interest himself with the 
affairs of the government for which he has toiled ann 
whose rewards he l:as enjoyed- if this is meant then I 
abandon my figure. But is not a veteran , one who having 
done his duty f aithfully and having become saturated with 
devotion to his country is honorably retired, but still tTuly 
loves his coui1try and his former mates as well as, for their 
sakes, all who subsequently enlist, and who is ever ready 
"to start at honor's call ,'' and again temporarily enter the 
ranks ? Are we not such veterans, BrothH Alumnus, 
mutatis mutand1·s.? I believe so. 

The .question that confronts the fraternity man when h€' 
finally quits college is "shall he maintain an active interest, 
a correspondence, a living connection with his Fraternity, or 
shall he regard it as he does his connection with the Coll ege 
nine or foot-ball . team as a thing of the past, to be severed 
in the same way.?'' They are called ''College Fraterniti es;" 
Is one's connection with them, one's interest in them to end 
when the '' h alcyon happy days '' of college life are gone? 
Some seem to so think; I do not. There are sLrong reasons 
to my mind why our Frateruity interest should not end 
with our active connection with our chapter. Whatever 
we may say of fraternities in general or of the fraternity 
principle theoretically, all Pi's must acknowledge that Pi­
ism, so to speak, is adapted to symetrically develop the man­
hood of those who are nourished at her foun tain s. I for 
one, owe to P. K. A. and to my brothers with whom I was 
actively associated, a lasting debt of g ratitud e for the whole­
some influences so kindl y and pleasantly exerted over and 
around me, at that period which with even the most mature 
man, is the really formative period of his life from which 
his whole future takes it t t·end. I am ready to grant that 
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any fraternity may become a power for evil, by getting into 
the hands of bad men, even in direct oppo ition to princi­
ples it may be the purest, I make no exce_ption o~ ours. ~t 
is more to my purpose for you to consider senously tlns 
very possibility of. your chapter getting into the hands of 
bad men, and becoming a means for evil and a disgraee to 
the fraternit.y at large. Were our principles of election, 
with absolute inflexibility carri ed out the danger would not 
exist in any great degree. But young inex perienced col­
legians may be lacking in due conservatism and caution. 
It is the alu mni of a chapter '~ ho are its truly conservative 
element. Ai1d so if we want our chapter to always remain 
a power for good among future generations of collegians 
nourished by our Alm.a 111ater, if we want it to remain an 
honor to us and to our Fraternity, we mttst- there is ~o 
escape as a matter of conscience-take a more or less active 
interest in livmg com1ection with and jealous supervision 
over our chapter. This much presupposes a lively interest 
in the fraternity at large. And are we not to maintain 
this? We have sincerely espoused those principles; we 
recognize their potency for character form ation as well as 
for adding a charm to the hom eless li fe of the college-boy; we 
feel that th ey have done us good. Th en the natural and 
practical eonclusion must be thal they hould be dissemi­
nated, the sphere of their influence extended till the net­
work includes every institution of required sta ndard. It 
involves too sending first-cia s men to college, properly in­
s -ructed to become Pi's and nothing but Pi's. It involves 
moreo ver a care that chapters which are becoming disrepu­
table be purified or else "dechartered." · 

I repeat, the alumni are the conservative element of a 
fraternity; the reserve energy, too. A fire that is kept up 
by replacing old fu el all the time by new, will never be­
come very hot. An army constituted and kept up, from 
three-month recruits will never do much effective service. 
We should at least be as storage batteries to keep the 
machinery up to the required maximum of efficiency. 

A good thing ought to be fostered, developed . and im­
proved whether i.t be a rose·bush or fruit-tree, a discovery 
or science, a denomination, party or society. There is no 
need to go into the fraternity argument here-may do this 
at a future time- we know that our Fraternity is a good 
thing; it behooves us consequently to preserve our interest 
in it. 

There is another point of view from which to look at 
this question, that is of a more selfish nature. That is the 
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point of influence. By maintaining a n acti ve intere tin our 
Fraternity our sphere of influence is enl a rged sometim e 
much to our own advantage. at others ennobling us to be of 
material ervice to a brother Pi. I l1 ave JH yselfexperienced 
very decidedly th e advantages of thi , and have. I hope, en­
abled others to experience the ame to some extent. 

From two points of view t hen, it is importantthat we 
ketp ali ve the in terest in ou r chapter and Fratemity, the 
glowing embers of fr;endsbip a nd all the nobler virtue 
with whi ch we left Coll ege. The next point i ,, how i it to he 
done? Only a suggestion or two need be g iven . 

l. By showing a ch erful interest in Pi's personally where­
ever m et up wi th . 

~- By avai ling ou r:--el ves of eve1·y opportunity to attend a 
chapter-meeting or con vedion. 

3. By j01·ming, wh en pos ible, Alttmn·i chaptc?·s. 
4. By some financial consideration occa ion ally, fo r a baq­

quet or convention, or to forwa rd some plan of the Fra-
ternity. · 

5. By being on the alert for good men in college where wa 
have no chapter, thr0 ngh whom to organize, and by send­
i ng good men propaly instnwted to colleges where th ere are 
chapter . 

6. By wnt?·ibut.i11g wh en asked uch material and infor­
mation a is needed fo r catalogue and other publication . 

7. By cordially sttbscribing for all t hese publicntion.s. There 
will never be any large number. It was failure in the Ia t 
two particula rs, especially the 6th, that made "The In dex" 
fai l. 

I have written in haste and the~e have been rambling re­
marks, I could easily extend them, now that I have gotten 
into the ubj ect. and by re-writing, I could unify and com­
pact them all much more; but I did not set out to write an 
essay but a letter, and Prof. Hill of H arvard, says, a letter 
should be d~.lVoid of any thi ng li ke labored logical equence 
and accuracy. I have written about as I thought, and my 
whole object wi ll be gai ned if I succeed in getting my 
brothers to weigh th is matter and afte r due deliberation to 
resolve in the future to be Pr's. I hope this J ournal will be 
a success, though I knew nothing of it ti ll a couple of days 
ago, when asked to subscribe to t his nu mber and al o to 
contri bute to it. I hope that our dear old Fraternity 
whiuh has been through so much tri bulation and lo L o 
many of her chi ldren, may yet come out li ke Job, and be 
ble. ued with g reat substance and wi th daughter fairer than 
any others in this land. But as a parting word I ay t hat 
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just as I have observed that the most flourishing fraternities 
have drawn their strength from their Alumni, so ours must, 
if it ever secures a similar footing, be steadily pushed by us 
from the rear, while our active brothers are pulling in 
front . Certainly she deserves to live as surely as any other 
could. 'fhen rouse ye Grecians, buckle on your armor and 
present a solid phalanx against any further misfortunes 
that may threaten P. K. A., yes, help her on to a glorious 
triuwph! 

D. J. BRIMM. 

WHAT SOME OF THE ALUMNI ARE DOING. 

- Bro. W. M. Smith is in Chattanooga, Tenn., where, as a 
civil engineer, he. has won great praise. 
- Bro. H. B. Arbuckle is a professor in the Buena Vista 
Normal College and is quite a favorite with both scholars 
and professors. 
- Bro. F. E. Robbins is a professor in the Southern Female 
College in Petersburg Va. and is also a grPat favorite. 
- Embry M . .J::Iolmes is editor of the "Kansas City Times." 
- Julien A. Hall is First Assistant Engineer ofthe Rich-
mond & Danville Railroad. 
- Theron H. Rice is studying for the ministry, at Hamp­
den-Sidney College. 
- T. W. Bethea (of Lambda) will be manager of the ship­
ping department of the Marion Lumber Company. 
- We believe that Charles J. Epps is studying for the 
ministry. 
- D. A. Blackburn is a student at the Theological Semi­
nary at· Columbia. S.C. 
- F. \V. Latta is with Brooks, Neely & Co., Memphis, Tenn. 
-M. H. Hunt has charge of a department of the C. R. 
Ryan Grocery Co., of Memphis 'fenn. 
-R. F. Craig is a Lawyer in Chattanooga Tenn. and is 
doing himself great justice. · · 
-We believe that Robt. Whittet, Jr. is one of the firm of 
a large printing company in Richmond Va. 
-D. J . .Binmm, is a student in the Theological Seminary 
at Columbia, S. C. 
-R. 0. Flynn is with Winn, Johnson & Co., Macon, Ga. 
-H. R. Dillon is iu the National Exchange Bank in Lex-

ington Ky. 
-Oscar Swineford is in the insurance business in Rich­
mond. 
-'f. H. Scovell is in a large cotton house in Shreveport, 
La. 



ROBERT A . SM YT H , EDI T OR . 

Subscript ion, $r. so per Ye ar, P aya ble S tric tly in Advance, 

We expect to publish this Magazine every t wo months, or six 
times a year. 

Sta.rnps not taken in payment of Subscription . 
The Editor solicits Letters from the A lumni. 
Address all Communications, and make a ll Money Orders pay· 

able to ROBERT A. SMYTH, 
14 L egare Street. Charleston , ~. C. 

CH ARLESTON, S. C., December 13, 1890. 

EDITORIAL. 

It is with pleasu.re we hand you this, our first number of 
the JouRNAL, and also with pride, for it is what we have 
been work ing to do fo r y t-a rs. We are indebted to th e Chap­
ters for their promptness in sending th e letters asked for. 
Ou r Alumni were also very obl ig ing, and we herewith give 
th em our hearty thanks. We ask all those who have not 
yet don e so, to send the 25 cents promised , by postal note, 
and not by stamps. You will please notice thi s. In our 
next number we h ope to have letters from more of th e 
Alumni, and would be glad· if more of them would wri te 
for us. Cannot you g ive us a lettel' for the n ext num bel' ? 

Without a iWagazine we cannot expect to accomp1ish any­
thing. and wi th out s t~ppm·t we cannot have a Ma~azi ne. 
Not only do we want rnoney, but we want lettersjro·1n ou1· 
Alumni to publi sh . Red-hot Fraterni ty let ters. SurPly 
our .Alumni wi ll do this. We only ask a little amoun t for 
our Magazine. and cannot bu t expect all our Alumni to 
subscribe. All letters will be welcomed for .1. o. 2. Let us 
h ave them by J anuary 20th , 1891. Will onr Alumn i who 
cannot write a letter anwer the four following ques 
tions, so th a,t our personal news and record may be com­
plete ? 

1. Wh at is your occupation at p resent ? 
2. Are you marri ed? 
3. Wh at Chapter did you belong to ? 
1. In what year did you g rs duate .~ 
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Kind ly answer these at once. You can do so by " num-
bers'' on a postal. For instance: 

1. Farmer. 
2. Yes. 
3. Theta. 
4. 1880. 
Then sign your name and .fnll add1·ess, and end it to the 

Editor. 

EXTRACTS FROM A LETTER FROM AN ALUMNI. 

HrcHMOND VA., Dec. 1st. lB90. 
1l!Iy Dem· B1·o :- Feeli ng a mo t h ear~y interes~ in anything 

which may ser ve to promote the welfare of P. K. A., I a tn 
willing tn co-opera.t0 with you and the other Brothers in 
this or any other scheme which has that.e!1d in view. Such 
a publication , as a Fraternity magizine. is a means of binding 
th e different Chapters unto one harmon iously 'vbole. It is 
something which we hav e long needed. A medium by 
means of which we become better ac•1uainted with each other 
and without whose aid our purpose must always be par­
tially frus trated. 

Vve, as members of an organization whose prime object i 
to promote mutual goon fe llowship, are n o ~ o well known 
"to each other as we would be beneficiai to u . By th e indi­
vidual wishing of our b rother~ we may judge their charac­
ters and learn to appreciate their merits. I think evei'y 
m ember.(both active and alumnus) hould regard it as his 
sac1·ed dnty to further the intl:lrest of thi Fraternity by 
subscribiug to ou r magizin e and al o write for it \Vhenever he 
can say anything which will be of intere t to the Brothers. 
It is my desire that we may m eet with the !teart)' co-operation 
of our alumni. I hope oon to me~t our m en on the pages of 
the Journal. Yours m the bonds, 

CHARLES B. MOORE. 

Right you are Bro Moore. what we need is tb e help of our 
alumni, particu larly in th e forming of ch apt rs. They can, 
on account of being to a cel'tain extent more attreedo m to 
come and go, give us the greate t help. They ought. a you 
say to write for the journal and help us to have interesting 
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matter for our readers. I fully agree with him also in re­
gards to the importance of a magazine wh ich however cannot 
b~ kept up without the help and support of th e alumni. 
We want on ly enough money to pay expenses and think all 
the alumni &houlC! answer the call for the modest amoun t 
asked for. • 

THE EDITOR. 

THIS SHOWS WHAT OUR ALUMNI ARE WILLING TO DO. 

HREVEPORT, LA., Dec 2d, 1890. 
Robt. A. Smyth-MY DEAR BRo.: I inclose $3 00 for my 

yearly dues; would have done so sooner, but my firm 
house was burnt and o hav e not been able to do so. When 
you decide the amount of your yearly subscription . put my 
nam e on your list and send me amount I owe and I wi ll 
remit it to you promptly. 

* * * * * * 
If our F raternity has, or is likely to have, anything in vi ew 

which will require 'riW?Iey, I wo·uld be pleased to be not?jied of 
the same, and will contrilmte my share. 

Yours in the bonds, 
TILEY H. SCOVELL. 

REPORT OF FUNDS IN PI KAPPA ALPHA TREASURY. 

CR. 
By Chapter dues . . 
By Alu mni dues 

Total to date . 

DR. 
Blank Books, Paper, etc . . 
Stamps . . . . . . . . . 
Charters , . . .. . 
Discount on Checks . . .. 

Amount in Treasury . 

December 3d, 1890. 

. $20 00 

. 35 25 

. $55 25 

. $ 1 50 
4 05 

. 12 00 
40 

$17 95-
$37 30 

ROBERT A. SfvlYTH, 
1'-reasu?'e?·. 

I hav_e received three reports in full, of m oney in 'l'rea. 
snry, from the Treasurer. 

THERO H . RIC'E, 3!~., C. P. 
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LETTER FROM LAMBDA. 

'' CITADEL," } 
HARLESTON, S. C., December 2nd, 1890. 

My Dear B1·othen : 
I had intended to w1·ite a full ketch of our Chapter for 

the first number of the Journal, but, will only be able to 
say a few words th ereon, as I have not had time to do 
more. 

Lambda Chapter was ~stablished by W. M. Smith and 
Robert A. Smyth, February 11th, 1889. A room in Bro. 
Smyth's house was then used as our Hall and many a 
pleasant meeting had we there . We initi ated the follow­
iug Brothers during the year. besides the founder. : 

Charles J. Epps, Fingal C. Black, Austin S. Manning, 
Bert. W. Andrews, Wm. A. Stribling, W. W. Stewart, A. C. 
Cald well and Tristram W. Bethea. 

We then hired a large hall in the Iri h Volunteer 
Armory where we .initiated, John P. Thomfts and James R. 
Verdier. 

The ''Board of Visitors," who govern the Military Acad­
emy where our Chapter was established, have made such 
laws that unless a man breaks his word of honor he cannot 
"join, or have active interest with any secret organization 
or FraternitY,'' We therefore decided that we could not 
honorably and therefore not at all, hold meetings or be 
actively engaged in Fraternity work . 

Our hearts are over burdened wit.h grief at the dismem­
berment of our Chapter but it cou ld not be otherwise, and 
to·day, as far as active work is concerned , Lambda Chapter 
is no more . But the six Cadets who are till at the Citadel, 
will never let the laurels of P. K. A. be dragged in the 
dust. The "Pi's" here now are, W. B. Andrews of Orange­
burg, S. C., A. C. Caldwell, .:. ewton, Ga., .J. P. Thomas, 
Union, S. 0, W. A. Stribling. Spartanburg S C .. J. R. Ver­
dier. Beaufort, S. C, and A. S. Manning, Little Rock, S. C. 

Bro. W. M. Smith, from Glenn Springs, S C., graduated 
from the Citadel. July 3rd, ] 889, after having to-od first in 
his clas. for three years. He wa also Adjutant of the 
Corp of Cadets, President of the "Polytechnic Literary 
Society," Presideut cf the "Y. M. C. A.," President of 
the "Cadets of Temperance," and Leader of the Cadet Band. 

On December 30, 1889, he married one of Charleston's 
acknowledged belles, who has just presented him with a 
fin e son and heir. 
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Bro. Smith is at present in Chattanooga, Ten n., wh ere he 
is considered to be a civil engineer of g reat ahility and has 
already don e some fin e work for one of th e large rai lroads. 

H e also came to Charleston· this summer to accept a 
position offered him as one of the chief urv eyo rs of the 
East Shore R. H., in this city and wa s highly com-plimented 
for his excellent work. 

Bro. Robert A. Smyth, was taken desperately ill on .Jun e 
20th, 1880, with typhoid fever from which h e has just 
recovered, a nd has had to leave tbe Citadel, an "honorable 
di scharge" having been granted him on account of aforesaid 
sickness. 

Bro. T. W. Bethea had to bR "honorably discharged" 
December 1st, 1890, on accoun t of '' eye fai I ure .. , H e is 
very much missed as he was a g reat favorite and a leader 
in Societv. 

Bro. C~ J. Epps was also obliged to leave F ebrua ry 3rd, 
1889, on account of hi s eyes. H e was a lead ing mau in hi s 
class and was ackn owledged to be a young man of rare 
abilities. 

Bro. And rews and myself are members of the second class 
and are intrusted with very high offices. Bros. Thomas, 
Stribling and Verd ier a re thi rd classmen and Bro. Caldwell 
is a member of the fourth class. 

Bro. Andrews is rega rd ed as the most fluent orator in the 
Academy. His add ress to the Po lytechnic Society , not long 
since, on ''Hope", was adjud ged the best that had ever been 
delivered in the Society. 

Lambda sends love and g reetings to her si ter Chapter 
and th e best of wishes for the succe of the ".Joumal. '' 

Any one of us will be glad to hear from the Brothers at 
any tim e only be sure and put nothin.r; on the envelope 
1·elative to J;>ralemity. 

Address us as this letter i commenced. 
Yours in P. K . A., 

AUSTIN S. MAN ING. 

LETTER FROM IOTA. 

H AMPDEN SIDNEY VA., Dec. 3rd 1890. 

The active members of '' Iota" chapter, in the order in 
which they were initiated are as fo llows: 
' J . K. H111, of Moxton, N. C., ~- S. Higgi nbotham, Taze­

well County Va., G, A.• Alexander, Chestua Mills, Tenn., 
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J. A. Arbu~k l e, Lewisburg, ·w. Va., F. M. "Robbins, 
Matagorda, Texas, R. R. Jon es, San 1\farino, Va., Holm es· 
~al ston. Chrisman, Va., H . \V. McLa!:~ghlin, Marlinton , 
W.Va., J. G. McAllister, Covington, Ya., D. H.• Rol ton, 
Chrisman, Va., J. Wm . 'Basore, .Broadway, Va. 

At the Union Theological Se1ninary, located also in the 
most privileged of pots, th re a re t hose of our own alumni, 
R. E . Mo6re, E. M. C!aig, S.'M. Engle, W. C. •Buchanan, 
and from Theta, Wall ace Palln er, Th eron•H . R ico, and J. • 
M. Wells, whose pretience lend tone and Jepth to our festive 
board, and among whom it is very li ttle t rouble to find tb e 
self-constituted goat, whP-n occa ·ion requires him . 

As every chapter is more particu larl y its own property 
than anybody else's, we deem it our inalienab: e privilege to 
say what we please about ourselves, indi Yiduall y or co ll ect­
ively, and no one may gainsay our claims for everal logica l 
reasons which you shall not be weari ed with here, but, 
however, ean be addu ced if it is at any time deemed neces· 
sary . 

W e will first note affairs within th e wicket. The strong­
est bond of union and sympathy exists among our boys, 
among whom is no J whom his broth er cannot look in 
the face and say, ''Th ere is a man of integrity, and a tru e 
staunch and loyal friend.'' In our meetings there is an 
abundance of th e kindliest repartee, good-n atured joking of 
one another, yet always t hat respect for another's feeli ngs 
and opinions which exi ts in th e brea. t of a true "Pi," and 
the W. H. M . bas a hard time to get a mite in his coffer. 

Without prejudice or bias, it can be affirmed of the "Pi's'' 
here, that tht'y are the finest body of tud ents in the coll ege, 
and have the good \vill and regarCI of the faculty and com­
munity. 

Though the session opened with ight active members 
on th e g round, they were none the le s on the aiert in 
picking out and t-aking steps t0 secure the best rr:en to he 
had. From thi s it must not be supposed there was not due 
conservatism manifested. for , on the contrary, it 'Nas by our 
very conservatism that we lost one of the fin e t men pro­
posed. But it is better to err on the afe side, if you err at 
all. 

"Lock'' (for further id entity inquire above) had the 
audacity and cheek to carry off the Freshman Declaimer's 
Medal in his Literary Society last year, a well as sca red 
one fellow pretty badly on th e clnss scholarship. 
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."Basor'' pre ides at the chapel and Sunday School organ 
w1th the natural g race and cul t ivated touch of the connois­
seur in his ch osen art . 

. "Cowboy" (H. Rolston used to ride the plains just after 
h1s first g irl went back on him ) reigns in th e gymna ium , 
even the floor holds him in hole-y h orror . 
. Sandy (J. A. A.) can wbe anything, and write more per­

fec t French exercises than you can put on the point of a pen. 
We have pe1·sonijied enough, and will leave the rest in 

agonizing suspense till t he n ext time our indulgent Mana­
ger a llow us extra space. 

"Cali coing" is not the forte of most of our boys, alth oug h 
we have some of the finest sisters to be found anywh ere, 
but suffice it to say , there are several wh o do their share at 
times, ''Shonsey" and "Alex ." are actually ' ' painting things 
red" wh en th ey sta rt in pu rsuit of th ejai1·. . 

"Iota" is fully alive to t he nece si ty and im portance of 
chapter extension, and is watchin g and working more or 
less for chapter · at Washington a.nd Lee Un iver. i ty, Rich­
mond College, and Ran dol ph-Macon Coll ege. We wish all 
our alumni to co-operate with us in th is, and always to 
report to us promptly of any first-r" t': men who are at, or 
contemplate attending these or oth er insti tu tions of high 
standing in th e Sou th. Th e key note to p rogre sand suc­
cess is, L et evm·y alttmnns keep in constant en thusiastic touch 
with his chapters. It is th e greate t mistake in the world for 
a n alumnus to think th at th e new men of his chapter do 
not care to h ear from him. Such intercom munication 
would give, and doe g ive an act ivi ty and an encourage­
ment to th e chapter, and hen ce, ind irec tl y to the fratern ity 
at la rge, which it cannot otherwi e obtai n. 

Hurrah for what P. K. A. h as done! Anrl with a. steady 
determined effo rt, let ns one and all see what we will and 
CAN do. 

It will probably interest you to know what other Greek 
have staked thei r tents, and assembled about my tic brines 
within our coll ege walls. The Beta Theta Pi, Ki ppa Psi, 
Phi Gamma Delta, K appa Sigma, Sigma Chi , Chi Phi, 
Alpha T au Omega and Phi Theta Pi's can be heard by faint 
echoes from the in ner cloisters of their ecret temples, hold­
ing lJigh carnival on sta ted occasions. rrhe two last men­
tioned have been formed th is year. Th e Sigma 'hi revived 
its chapt r this year, after having passed a year in the graYe, 

J. K·. HILL, W.H. !\I. 
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LETTER FROM THET .A. 

SouTHWESTERN PRESBYTERIAN CoLLEGE, } 
CLARKESVILLE, TENN., December 8th, 1890. 

kfy Dea?· Brothe?'S :-I wish I was an orator. No, I wish I 
was gifted with a facile pen so that with the" stately tep­
pings" of a Macaulay, I might tell you and all the Brothers 
how ''we are about to edit a magazine called the Pi Kappa 
Alpha Journal," was received in T!Jeta Chapte r on the 
night of the 2nd of December. 

We have watched the good old ship as she plunged and 
tossed these loug years; we have seen the waves almost 
engulf her as she struggled manfully to breast the difficul­
ties with which she was beset; we have heard the news. one 
more sailor lost , now only two ar8 left; we have peered into 
the future with anxious glances to catch some ray of hope, 
solicitous lest the number left be not sufficient to guide her 
safely through; in this frame of mind we hail with joy the 
beginning of a new era, a day full of hope and promise to 
Pi Kappa Alpha. Therefore Theta Chapter says, blessings 
be upon the head of the man that originated the Journal. 

It would be useless to give reasons why a Journal is 
a necessity. Suffice~ say that without it, we would soon 
disband; with a good Journal our forces will be augmented 
as the days go by. Theta requested your correspondent to 
write the above remarks. 

Now for some news from Theta? Yes, we have a trange 
story to tell, yea, au eventfu l one. 

Twelve years ago our Chapter wa. placed in this flour­
ishing University. Her charter members have long since 
left the walls of their Alina Mater, in their chosen vocations 
each has mounted the top round of the ladder and one of 
them to-day is not the least among the Board of Directors 
of the South Western Presbyterian University. With men 
as these were, to instill in the hearts and affections of the 
younger Brothers the principles of the Pi Kappa Alpha 
Fraternity, no one need be amazed at hearing the results of 
this Chapter's labors since 1878. It is the pride of Theta 
Chapter, that being the oldest in the University, and having 
up to date, because of her conservatism. initiated a smaller 
number of men than each of her four (4) rivals, (save one, 
the K. A), es_tablished at a late r date, yet she can proudly 
say, Theta w1th her fewer men has won more honors than 
any other Fraternity in the University. As outward acts 
are the manifestation of the inward principles, Theta Chap-
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ter thus vindicates her honor and integrity and upholds 
the boast of the Fraternity, that her members are not 
drones and that th ei r principles call for the most vigorous­
exercise of every faculty that makes up th e perfect man, 
thus fitting him, for th e com ing struggle of life, mentally 
and socially . 

My first knowl edge of the Fraternity was in 1887-88. 
That year the P. K. A. boys towered h ead and shoulders 
above their rivals and how vividly does the scenes of th a t 
yPar pas before my mind. How my throat pained me 
when I finished applauding, no, not applauding, bu t shout­
ing asP. K . A. won the ashvill e Oratorship a nd th e Bible 
Medal , the two first h onors in the University . And th en 
after makin~ a display of th eir m ental qu aliti es and de­
monstrating th eir superiority in th e Coll ege world, how well 
do I remember t hat $2 GO bouquet, which effaced every 
doubt in the way of gaining unanim ously from th e people 
of Clark sville th e ti tle so ju tly deserv ed "Intell ectual 
lPaders and chiefs in Society." 

The year 1888- 89 found three m embers of the preceding 
year's Chapter, on the University g rounds ready for work. 
Our rival s show ed a solid front and undimini shed ranks. 
But did I not t ell you th at th e "Pi" boys bad the element of 
"work·.· within th em. If any one doubts my words, lend 
your ear for a few mom ents to the r ecital of a few facts. The 
session's close saw ten ( 10) bo.) s firmly knit togeth er in the 
bonds of our Order , applauding a "Pi '' Val edi ctorian a nd 
another ''Pi" the possE:'ssor of th e only M. A. degree award ­
ed that year. And I must n ot fail to m ention that a "Pi'' 
also received a B. A. degree an d carne first in the Bible 
contest. 

Tb e years 1887-88 and 1888- 9 were tbe '· blooming ()f 
flow ers in spring'' before th e coming dreary win ter . The 
session of 1889-90 appeared to be a fatal one in tb e history 
of Th eta. Only one (1) Brother compoi<ed the Chapter roll 
at th e opening of the term . The small est number of a like 
organization was composed of four (4) m ember. It wa 
almo t hoping again t hope to think of suceedi ng. Let no 
one say that a lumni m embers a re uot neces ary for a Chap ­
ter' success To Theta's a lumni she is in debted for her 
stand at the openin g of the term. After the lapse of a few 
weeks th e Chapter ·eemed to g ive promise of g reat ucces , 
but owi ng to sEveral rea ons th e inevitable result was, t hat 
we were destined to record only five (5) name upon our 
Chapter roll. During that year the other Fraternitie 
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occupied about the same position as Theta Chapter did. 
All complained of the scarcity of good men ; the disadvan ­
tage to 'rheta under the ·e conditions is evident to the 
mind of every Brother that advocates conservatism in regard 
to initiating men into the mysterie of our order. And 
coupli ng thi fact, viz., that on ly one (1) Brother returned 
to the Cniversity, to the prececding statement that material 
was scarce. and every one will readi ly acknowledge the debt 
of gratitude the Fraternity owes to &he following members 
of Theta Chapter, R. Hill , Stubblefi eld, ypert and Flinn, 
who tiO nobly upheld the honor and principles of the Fra­
ternity, and who won the jusL title of ''The teadiest crowd" 
from the other members of the student body . And as is 
usually the case, Theta obtained vne of the cholar~hip 
medals of the University that year. 

Never before did a year seem so bright, or a session 
appear more favo rable to Theta than the term 1 90- 91. 
We are proud to introduce to the other Brothers, R. Hill, 
of Arcadia La., G., W : Sypert, of St. Bethlehem, Tenn., T. 
L. Stubblefield, Orlando, Fla., W C. Smith , Port Gihson . 
Miss., F . D. Smyth, Charleston, S. C., E. F Koelle, New 
Orleanti, La., J. S. Foster, Mobile, Alabama. 

I seem now to hear some of you say, what a small Chap­
ter to be so high ly spoken of. With the exception of one 
of our rivals, whose object appears to be merely the bodying 
of a great number of men, we are the largest in the Uni­
versity. And a more sociable, agreeable, enthusiastic, 
brotherly body of boys cannot be found, search where you 
please. From a body so firmly knit together in the bonds 
of our Fraternity, one would expect to see some results 
manifest themselves. All such, we bid patiently wait and 
remember that we have promised you omething in the 
near future. 

With the other Fraternities in the University we are on 
the most fri endly terms. Not a ripple has occurred to mar 
the tranquility existing among any of the Greeks here in 
our midst. 

The S. A. E. numbers twenty men; K . A. three; A. T. 0. 
six; K- S., six; P. K. A., seven. Usually the numerical 
numbers are on the side of S. A. E . and A. T. 0. From the 
day of the establishment of S. A. E. down to the pre ent 
time, I think they have always been the largest in the 
University. 

'!'his year we have initiated three (3) men ; t.wo (2) of these 
were earnestly worked for by our Greek Brethren. Some 
"non-frat" fri ends of ours had unawares to us instilled into 
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the minds of our initiate.s the standing of the different Fra­
ternities; as a result both of our labors and of their unknown 
influence, the Pi badge is proudly worn by three new mem­
bers. 

vVe have been conservative in the choice of ou r m en ; 
hence it is needles for you r con espondent to tell Pi boys 
that onr members occupy high place in this College. 

In thi our first letter to th e Brothers, we desire to ay to 
all that if circumstancE's or pleasure call you into our 
neighborhood, consider yourselves morally bound to inform 
us of it before you leave for other place. 

J . . FOS'l'ER, W. H . M. 

THE COUNCILOR PRINCEPS LETTER. 

There came to the headquarter of the Fraternity, on the 
evening of December 1st, 1890, the most remarkabl e de­
mand whieh ha eve r reached the venerabl e body of "Exec­
utive Councilors." ' Ve have often received requests, for 
letters reporting to interested Pi 's the n ews of ou r year. 
vVe are not unfrequently assaulted wi th req ue ts for fund 
for various laudable purposes. But never ha just such a 
demand been thrust into our august presence. ' l'he demand 
came from ''Bob Smyth '' that- terror to all im pecunious 
alumni. that stirring, rnergetic, qui ck-witted Treasurer of 
the Executive Coun cil , that" dearest fellow in the world;" 
faithful, trusted. tr ied and loyal in every fibre of hi being 
'' Bob Smyth "! And for what wa the demand ? For 
money? Yea, and for mo1·e than money-for au '' a rticle' ' ! 
And when we inquire of'' Bob" what he can do with au 
''Article '' he answe rs" Put it in ·· P i Kappa Alpha Jou r­
nal." The fact h as, after the fi rst joyful su rprise, Clawned 
upon us, that inside of ton days Smyth, the invincible. the 
dauntl es , has conceived , planned and partly executed a 
J ournalistic enterprise whic h may revolutionize the F rater­
nity eventually. It was for a contribution to the fir ~ t 
num ber of "Pi Kappa Alpha Journal '' that the demand 
called. And it is with g reat plea ure that th e writer. draw­
ing his arm chai r clo er to a blazing hickory fire and 
looking placid ly at the fair, white sheets under the soft 
study lamp ligh t, begin a li ttle hi story of that brave and 
gallant order with which he has the honor of being con­
nected1 not only in private but in official capacity. 
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The Fraternity of which we are all members was founded 
at the University of Virginia, that home of classical culture 
and Southern chivalry, in the year 18G8. Alpha Chapter, 
located there , by virtue of its situation and seniority among 
the others, became the governing or Grand Chapter. For 
years it did noble work under many disadvantages. 
Founded so soon after the close of the Civil War, who e 
awful consequences fell with no more telling effect on any 
part of the bouth than on the great rep resentative Univer­
sity, th e wonder is that th e Fraterni ty lived at all. But li ve 
it did and g?·ew. Chapter after Chapter was added, bravely 
and patiently was the templ e builcled in. pite of reverse 
tlJat would have daunted less spi rited workmen. 

First Beta was organizEd in 1869, at "IJ!d Davidson " 
and embraced some of th e flower of the fine student bodv 
of this time honored institu tion. Some of her alumni, no~ 
in hon ored positions of trust, were -members of'' Bonnie 
Beta' ' born so soon to die. In the same year. finding 
that the Chapter cou ld only be maintain ed "sub rosa " 
under the ban of the Faculty's disapproval. the fellow 
decided to di sband rather than resort to any underhanded 
means to maintain their beloved organization. Thi. same 
loyal adherence to honorable prin ciple which co t the infant 
Beta h er life. on ly a few month since doomed Lambda to 
an untimely death in the very hlossom 6f her promise anci 
usefuln ess. Th e two instance. exemplify, however, the 
high toned sense of honor which the order cheri hes, that 
sense of right that will meet death calml y but cannot bear 
a stain . 

In 1871, Gamma Chapter wa · founded at tho venerable 
''William and Mary" College. \.fter a life of seven year 
this Chapter was destroyed by the c.lecline of the Coll ege at 
which it was located. 'l'he College, as i well known us­
pended and was only reopened at a comparatively recent 
date. 

While Gamma was living out its sev n yea rs another 
Chapter, found ed in thfl same year (1 71 ) h ad m et its fate. 
This was Delta. at Southern University, Greenboro, Ala .. 
whi ch was compell ed to surrender its charter on account of 
the failure of any of its members to return to College at th fl 
opening of theses ion of '73. This Chapter, too, produced 
some fine cb ara~ters whose moulding power upon their 
State is still to be fel t. 

Virginia Agricu ltural College was the home, during 
eight years, of Epsilor.', fouud ed in 1872. This Chapter was 
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killed by the decline of the College which has since been 
put on a better basis and is now a reasonably good institu­
tion. The Fraternity chose the University of Tennessee at 
Knox ville for its next effo rt and succeeded in placing there 
Zeta Chapter in 1874. The order soou decayed, living but 
one brief year and dying in 1t-.75 on account offailure of its 
members to return, as in th e case Delta. I t will, however, 
appear again in the history. 

A promisiug Chapter, ELa, was formed at the University 
of Lousiana, in 1878, but lived only about three years. In 
the same year, howev er, a Chapter wa born to "Old Pi 
Kappa Alpha'' which wa to be a child of hope indeed. In 
the young and vigorous institution, then known as Stewart 
College, but soon enl a rged and modified in its scope under 
the title of the " South western Presbyterian U ni ver i ty ," 
Theta Chaptt-r was planted and grew into hardy strength 
and fruitful maturity . Not on ly did she manifest, from th e 
beginning, a remarkable vitality in her self, sue seemed de­
termined to infuse or transmit h er energy. Alpha had grown 
torpid under the chilling influences of repeated reverses. In 
1885 Theta succeeded in raising Alpha then the only other 
living Chapter, into a new hopefuln ess and adivity. At the 
request of th e younger Chapter in the West, the Grand · 
Chapter in the East granted her po\Yer to form Chapters 
and is:;ue charters to them : Almost immediately Iota 
Chapter was form ed by Tb eta, at Hampden Sidney College, 
Va .. amid great rejoicing Th e life blood began to flow 
quicker. Before the end of th e College year of '85-'86 Zeta, 
at ·University of Tennessee, dead sin ce 1875 was revived 
through the efforts of Theta. R evived Zeta was a noble 
Chapter, h er members exhibiting through some most try­
ing circumstances the noblest qualities of heart and soul. 
Death invaded the ranks. Two of the fin est fellows were 
taken. Another, the soul of his chapter, wa removed from 
her by failin g health and after an existence uf little over a 
year, Zeta died once more. 

A more•cheerful fate awaited th e fair "Iota." Catching 
the spirit of "Mother Theta" she began seek ing openi ngs 
for new Chapter , and in 1888 was succes ful in placing 
Kappa at Kentucky Agricultural & -Iechanica_l College, 
Lexington. This Chapter urvived . however, 1·e s than one 
year. Iota's·second attempt was more permanently success­
ful. Lambda, at the Citadel, Charleston, S. C. was the 
resul t. This nobl e littl e band became a.centre of wonderful 
activity, and aided much in keeping alive, and in augmen-
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ting the enthusiasm of the Fraternity at large. ·we hear 
that one of its members has added undying luster to his 
Chapter, by entering upon the exalted state of primitive 
fath erhood , 11nd is capable of ex hibiting to all comers, the 
finest ''Boy" in Chattanooga! Congratulation i:,l'e in order. 
Let us gi ,·e the "old boy" th e grip and th e young boy, a 
rattle . One more item of hi story mu t clo e thi brief 
sketch of our progress. 

Up to th e year 1889, so far a the· records in form u , only 
one Convention of the fratemi ty had been held. 

This Convention 's main work was the modification of th e 
constitution. So that when, in 1889 the fraternity felt 
that the present form of go,·ernment was inad quate te the 
needs of such an organization as ours, the demand for 
another Convention seemed o imperative that it could not 
be put aside. Iota opened her arm and to Hampden­
Sidney, Va., the second Convention , accordignly came. 
Those three days in which the delegates from th ree Chap­
ters. Alpa, Theta and Iota sat in earnest consultation in 
Iota's Chapter hall, were eventful one . The re ·ult of the 
labors of this Convention , wa a revised and radically new 
form of governm ent. 'fhe new constitu tion which we ho~ 

· soon to have printed and in the hands of all member , \\ill 
contain all the modifications adopted . 

Suffice it here to say, that th e Legislative powers were 
vested in the Fraternity at large, while the executive fun c­
tions were entrusted to an Execnti' e Council, made up of 

· a full representation from all hapters. This we conceive 
to be a vast improvement over th e old sy tem which v sted 
almo st all power in the hands of one Grand Chapter. 
Under thjs new form, affair are moving smoothly, and t.h e 
energy of Treasurer Smyth ha doue much to quicken 
interest and rouse it. 'fh e Pi Kappa Alpa J ournal is the 
culmination of his work. and \'ill be of ine timable benefit 
to our Fmternity . Let all of u who loYe the ''Garnet aud 
Old Gold" be tru e to our ''Triple Bond ,'' and rallying 
round our plucky ed itor and other officers of the Fraternity. 
make n. ''long pull, a strong pull and a pull altogether" and 
the new ship will be launched in trimph upon her voyage 
of usefuln es. and glory. 

THERON B. RI 'E, JR .. 
Councilor Princeps . 


